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Families Invited to National Get Outdoors Day Event in Tuskegee National Forest

Montgomery, AL. (June 2, 2008) ---- The U.S. Forest Service will host a free youth fishing derby on Saturday,
June 14 to help launch National Get Outdoors Day, a new annual event to encourage healthy, active outdoor fun.
The youth fishing derby, located in the Tuskegee National Forest’s Thloko Okhussee (big pond) is free for youth
age 3 to age 15 who are supervised by a parent or guardian. Participants will have to bring their own bait and
tackle. The event is scheduled for 7 am until 12 noon.

According to Tuskegee District Ranger Jorge Hersel, the public can enjoy a lot of outdoor recreational
opportunities in the Tuskegee National Forest, public land located right in Macon County. “We appreciate all the
community support and help from adults who take time out to bring children to events in the national forest,” said
Hersel. This year the Forest Service is partnering with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, Alabama
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, Tuskegee Fire Department, Macon County Forestry Planning Committee, and
the Macon County Sheriff’s Department to provide environmental education programs, free food, and prizes to
reconnect youth to the great outdoors.

“We look forward to hosting this annual event to remind youth that they can have fun doing outdoor activities,”
said Hersel. “If you want to take home a string of fish and memories with the kids, bring them out to Big Pond on
the Tuskegee National Forest.”

The 11,252 acre Tuskegee National Forest has two ponds and creeks that provide anglers with a diversity of
fishing styles. Chutkee Okhussee (small pond) and Thloko Okhussee (big pond), are popular ponds located along
Macon County Road 54 (Vaughn Mill Road). The Forest also has the Uphapee and Choctafaula creeks. Anglers
have the opportunity to catch largemouth bass, catfish, and bream. For more information about the kid’s fishing
derby and Forest recreation activities, contact the Tuskegee District at (334) 727-2652.
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