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OMMISSION

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT:
November 14, 2007 USDA Forest Service, 334-832-4470
Alabama Forestry Commission, 334-240-9300
Alabama Dept. of Conservation & Natural
Resources, 800-262-3151

BE CONCERNED ABOUT DROUGHT CONDITIONS
AND HELP PREVENT WILDFIRES!

MONTGOMERY, Ala - Several land management agencies have joined together to remind outdoor enthusiasts to
use caution when enjoying the outdoors this fall. Officials from the U.S. Forest Service, Alabama Forestry Commission,
and Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources are stressing that exceptional drought conditions in the

majority of the state make it very conducive for the threat of wildfires.

“We are seeing record drought conditions in Alabama,” said Governor Bob Riley. “People enjoying the outdoors
whether they are hiking, camping, hunting or fishing, should be proactive when in the woods and forests to help prevent

the start of wildfires.”

Officials are urging everyone to practice safe outdoor habits and to obey all fire restrictions. Things you can do to
help prevent wildfires include using an ashtray to extinguish cigarettes and other smoking materials, check for fire

restrictions or bans in your area or county, and when using all terrain vehicles, avoid parking in dry grass or near brush.

“This is a perfect time of the year to enjoy the outdoors, but we must keep in mind the severity of the drought
conditions and the importance of obeying fire restrictions,” said Miera Crawford Nagy, supervisor for the National Forests
in Alabama. “We need everyone to pay attention to your surroundings and report any suspicious fire activity to local law

enforcement.”

Nagy signed an Emergency Fire and Fireworks Closure Order effective now through December 7, 2007 prohibiting
the building, maintaining, attending, using a fire or campfire (wood or charcoal), or stove fire in the Bankhead and
Talladega National Forests. The Order covers four of Alabama’s six ranger districts including the Bankhead, Oakmulgee,

Shoal Creek and Talladega Districts.
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Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Commissioner M. Barnett Lawley stressed the
importance of being aware of the extremely dry conditions. “Everyone who is enjoying outdoor activities in our great state
this fall should use good common sense and practice wildfire safety to prevent wildfires from occurring,” said Lawley.
“Learn to identify hazards and risk factors while in the woods and realize that one spark could destroy thousands of acres

and property including homes.”

According to Alabama State Forester Linda Casey, “The Forestry Commission hasn’t issued a state wide fire
advisory, but, if weather conditions persist we may be required to issue Fire Alerts or take other measures. We want
people to enjoy their outdoor experience in a manner that ensures their safety and the safety of our forests and other

natural resources.”

To date, there have been 4,468 reported fires in Alabama damaging 74,605 acres. The deepening drought presents a
serious concern for the potential impact it could have for the fall fire season and even more adverse long-term effects for

the future.

For more information about the drought, fire restrictions and bans, visit these websites:

www.forestry.alabama.gov, www.outdooralabama.com., www.fs.fed.us/r8/alabama and

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert assessment/season_drought.gif or call any one of these agencies: U.S.

Forest Service, 334-832-4470; Alabama Forestry Commission, 334-240-9357; Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources 800-262-3151.
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