
Forest Size 3.1 million acres

Number of Ranger Districts 5

Number of Employees
(Permanent  and Temporary)

282

Average Annual Budget $18 million

Elevations 5,000 feet to 14,309 feet

Wilderness Areas Collegiate Peaks Lizard Head   Raggeds
Fossil Ridge  Maroon Bells/Snowmass  Uncompahgre
La Garita  Mount Sneffels   West Elk

National Scenic or Historic Trails Crag Crest National Hiking Trail

Scenic Byways Grand Mesa National Scenic & Historic Byway
San Juan Skyway

Forest Unique Features or Highlights • America’s last Range War reportedly took place in 1922 on the 
Uncompaghre National Forest

•  With 300 to 700 bodies of water (the number varies according to 
precipitation), the Grand Mesa National Forest has the highest number 
of water-related special uses in the Forest Service.

• At 1.1 million acres, the GMUG’s Gunnison District may be the largest 
single ranger district.  

Alpine Loop Byway

Gunnison, Grand Mesa & Uncompahgre National Forests


