
Forest Size 1,065,099 acres

Number of Ranger Districts 5 Units and a Nursery

Number of Employees
(Permanent  and Temporary)

133

Average Annual Budget 4.5 million

Elevations 1800 ft. - Ft. Pierre NG (SD) to 4700 ft. - Soldier Creek Wilderness (NE)

Wilderness Areas Soldier Creek Wilderness

National Recreation Area Pine Ridge NRA

Fort Pierre National Grassland

Forest Unique Features or Highlights World’s most successful black-footed ferret reintroduction program—(Buffalo 
Gap NG—SD)

Most grazing permits in R-2

Only swimming pool in the NFS—(Nebraska NF, Bessey RD)

Largest public land area with healthy and huntable greater prairie chicken 
populations (Ft. Pierre NG—SD, and Nebraska NF, Bessey RD—NE)

Hudson-Meng Bison Bonebed Archeology Site and Research Center 
contains the largest bonebed of an extinct species of bison in the western 
hemisphere—Oglala National Grassland NE)    Photo--Fort Pierre National 

Nebraska and Samuel R. McKelvie National Forests, 
Buffalo Gap, Ft. Pierre, and Oglala National 
Grasslands, and Charles E. Bessey Nursery


