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This Amendment is made pursuant to enactment of HR146 - Omnibus Public Land 

Management Act of 2009 (the Act).   The Act was passed by Congress and signed into law 

by President Barack Obama in March of 2009.  The Act added to the existing Santa Rosa 

Wilderness and designated two new wildernesses, Cahuilla Mountain and South Fork San 

Jacinto, within the San Bernardino National Forest.  The Act expanded the Santa Rosa and 

San Jacinto Mountains National Monument with the addition of the Santa Rosa Peak and 

Tahquitz Peak areas.  The Act also designated portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River 

and Palm Canyon Creek as ‘Wild’, portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River and Fuller 

Mill Creek as ‘Scenic’,  and portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River, Fuller Mill Creek, 

and Bautista Creek as ‘Recreational’ Rivers.  There are no National Environmental Policy 

Act (NEPA) analyses or decision documents supporting this Forest Land Management Plan 

Amendment as the changes in management direction are compelled by the higher authority 

of the Act. 

Management Direction 

The Act will be added to the list of Federal Statues cited in the Forest Plan, Part 3, Appendix 

A – Relevant Laws, Regulations, Agreements and Other Management Direction, pp. 17 - 53. 

The wilderness and wild and scenic rivers established by the Act are located within multiple 

Forest Plan Places.  This has the effect of applying the Forest Plan’s wilderness or 

wild/scenic/recreational river prescriptions to all or portions of the affected Places. 

Place boundaries will change under this Amendment.  Place direction will remain in effect, 

except in cases of conflict with wilderness or wild and scenic river management direction.  

Conflicts between Place direction and wilderness or wild and scenic river management 

direction shall be resolved in favor of the wilderness or wild and scenic river management 

direction.  

Forest Plan Inventoried Roadless Area designation will be superseded by the Act’s 

designated wilderness management direction where appropriate [Part 2, pp. 13-14].   

In general the changes in Forest Land Management Plan direction are as follows: 

 Apply or add to the Land Use Zone Descriptions [Part 2, pg. 11], Wilderness 

Standards [Part 2, pp. 100-101], Special Designation Overlays – Wilderness [Part 2, 

Appendix A, pp. 105 – 107], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wilderness [Part 

2, Appendix B, pg. 140] for the Santa Rosa Wilderness addition and the Cahuilla 

Mountain Wilderness and South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness as designated by the 

Act. 

 Apply or add to the Wild and Scenic Rivers Special Designation Overlays [Part 2, pp. 

12-13], Special Designation Overlays – Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, Appendix A, 

pp. 110 – 113], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, 

Appendix B, pg. 140] to the segments of North Fork San Jacinto River, Fuller Mill 

Creek, Palm Canyon Creek, and Bautista Creek designated by the Act. 
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 Apply the expansion of the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 

Monument as designated by the Act to the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains 

National Monument, Anza, Garner Valley, and Idyllwild Places. 

 Replace September 2005 San Bernardino National Forest South: Land Use Zones 

Map [Part 2, Appendix C, pg. 2] with the attached May 2010 San Bernardino 

National Forest South: Land Use Zones Map and apply the Land Use Zones to all 

other San Bernardino National Forest South Maps. 

 Replace September 2005 San Bernardino National Forest South: Places Map [Part 2, 

Appendix C, pg. 10] with the attached September 2010 San Bernardino National 

Forest South: Places Map and apply the Places boundaries to all other San Bernardino 

National Forest South Maps. 

 
Table 1 – Suitable Land Uses Inserts 

Land Use Zone Descriptions and Special Designation 
Overlays Pages 

Existing Wilderness Part 2, pg. 11 

Recommended Wilderness Part 2, pp. 11-12 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Part 2, pp. 12-13 

Existing Wilderness 

Amendment to Land Use Zone Descriptions 

The Cahuilla Mountain and South Fork San Jacinto Wildernesses and the areas added to the 

existing Santa Rosa Wilderness that were established by the Act are added to Existing 

Wilderness [Part 2, pg. 11]. The addition of existing wilderness increases the acreage to 

156,178 and percent of the San Bernardino National Forest to 23.6%. Add the following to 

the list of designated wilderness [Part 2, pg. 11]: 

 Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness 

 South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness 

Recommended Wilderness 

Amendment to Land Use Zone Descriptions 

The areas added to the existing Santa Rosa Wilderness by the Act are the Cactus Springs A 

(Santa Rosa Wilderness) identified as Recommended Wilderness [Part 2, pg. 12]. The 

addition of the Cactus Springs A to existing wilderness decreases the recommended 

wilderness acreage to 26,425. Remove the following from the list of wilderness 

recommendations [Part 2, pg. 12]: 

 Cactus Springs A (Santa Rosa Wilderness) 
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Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Amendment to Land Use Zone Descriptions 

Apply management direction from the applicable portions of Forest Service Manual 2354 – 

River Recreation Management to the Wild’ portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River and 

Palm Canyon Creek, ‘Scenic’ portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River and Fuller Mill 

Creek, ‘and ‘Recreational’ portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River, Fuller Mill Creek, 

and Bautista Creek designated by the Act [Part 2, pg. 13].  

 

Insert the following description and list of designated wild and scenic rivers before the first 

paragraph of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ section of Part 2, page 13: 

Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers 

The Omnibus Public Land Management Act designated portions of the North Fork San 

Jacinto River and Palm Canyon Creek as ‘Wild’, portions of the North Fork San Jacinto 

River and Fuller Mill Creek as ‘Scenic’, and portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River, 

Fuller Mill Creek, and Bautista Creek as ‘Recreational’.  Management and activities comply 

with the applicable portions of Forest Service Manual 2354 – River Recreation Management.    

Designated Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers include:  

 Bautista Creek – The 9.8 mile segment of Bautista Creek within the San Bernardino 

National Forest boundary is designated as a recreational river. 

 Fuller Mill Creek –  

 The 1.2 mile segment from the source of Fuller Mill Creek in the San Jacinto 

Wilderness to the Pine wood property boundary is designated as a scenic 

river. 

 The 0.9 mile segment in the Pinewood property is designated as a recreational 

river. 

 The 1.4 mile segment form the Pinewood property boundary to its confluence 

with the North Fork San Jacinto River is designated as a scenic river. 

 North Fork San Jacinto River –  

 The 2.12 mile segment from the source of the North Fork San Jacinto River at 

Deer Springs in Mt. San Jacinto State Park to the State Park boundary as a 

wild river. 

 The 1.66 mile segment from the Mt. San Jacinto State Park boundary to the 

Lawler Park boundary is designated as a scenic river. 

 The 0.68 mile segment from the Lawler Park boundary to its confluence with 

Fuller Mill Creek is designated as a recreational river. 

 The 2.15 mile segment from its confluence with Fuller Mill Creek to 0.25 

miles upstream of the 5S09 road crossing is designated as a wild river. 

 The 0.6 mile segment from 0.25 miles upstream of the 5S09 road crossing to 

its confluence with Stone Creek is designated as a scenic river. 



Notice Amendment SBNF LMP 

4 

 The 2.91 mile segment from the Stone Creek confluence to the northern 

boundary of section 17, township 5 south, range 2 east, San Bernardino 

meridian is designated as a wild river. 

 Palm Canyon Creek – The 8.1 mile segment of Palm Canyon Creek within the San 

Bernardino National Forest boundary is designated as a wild river. 

Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Remove the following from the list of Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, pg. 13]: 

 Bautista Creek 

 Fuller Mill Creek 

 Palm Canyon 

 San Jacinto River - North Fork 

Revise the first full paragraph of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ section of Part 2, page 13 to 

state ‘The suitability study phase will be initiated at a later date for the eight eligible rivers on 

the San Bernardino National Forest.’ 

 

Replace ‘chapter 8.2’ in the last paragraph of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ section of Part 2, 

page 13 with ‘chapter 82’. 

 
Table 2 - Prospectus Inserts 

Place-Based Program Emphasis Pages 

Anza Part 2, pp. 42-44 

Garner Valley Part 2, pp. 65-67 

Idyllwild Part 2, pp. 68-71 

Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Part 2, pp. 89-92 
 

Amendment to Place-Based Program Emphasis 

The Santa Rosa Peak Area Monument Expansion and Tahquitz Peak Area Monument 

Expansion that were established by the Act are added to Santa Rosa and San Jacinto 

Mountains National Monument Place [Part 2, pg. 41]. The additions to the Santa Rosa and 

San Jacinto Mountains National Monument increases the acreage of the Santa Rosa and San 

Jacinto Mountains National Monument Place to 68,412, and reduces the acreage of the Anza 

Place to 48,290, the Garner Valley Place to 39,821, and the Idyllwild Place to 44,275.  

Change the following acreages in the list of Places identified for the San Bernardino National 

Forest [Part 2, pg. 41]:  

 Anza (48,290 acres)  

 Garner Valley (39,821 acres)  

 Idyllwild (44,275 acres)  

 Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument (68,412 acres) 
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Anza Place 

Amendment to Place-Based Program Emphasis 

Apply management direction from the Land Use Zone Descriptions [Part 2, pg. 11], 

Wilderness Standards [Part 2, pp. 100-101], Special Designation Overlays – Wilderness [Part 

2, Appendix A, pp. 105 – 107], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wilderness [Part 2, 

Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of the Anza Place that were established as the Cahuilla 

Mountain Wilderness and the South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness by the Act.  See maps, Part 

2, Appendix C - Maps, San Bernardino National Forest South. 

Existing Place direction still applies in the new wilderness except where it conflicts with 

direction as described in the paragraph above. 

Apply management direction from the Wild and Scenic Rivers Special Designation Overlays 

[Part 2, pp. 12-13], Special Designation Overlays – Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, 

Appendix A, pp. 110 – 113], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wild and Scenic Rivers 

[Part 2, Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of this place that are within the ‘Recreational’ river 

corridors for Bautista Creek that were established by the Act. 

Replace ‘Eligible’ in the title of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ with ‘Designated’ [Part 2, page 

43]. Change the following miles in the list of ‘Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers’ [Part 2, 

pg. 43]: 

 Bautista Creek 9.8 miles  

 

Add the following list of ‘Existing Wilderness’ after the ‘Designated Wild and Scenic 

Rivers’ list [Part 2, pg. 43]: 

 Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness 

 South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness 

 

Existing Place direction still applies in the new Wild, Scenic, and Recreational River, except 

where it conflicts with direction in the paragraphs above. 

Garner Valley Place 

Amendment to Place-Based Program Emphasis 

Apply management direction from the Land Use Zone Descriptions [Part 2, pg. 11], 

Wilderness Standards [Part 2, pp. 100-101], Special Designation Overlays – Wilderness [Part 

2, Appendix A, pp. 105 – 107], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wilderness [Part 2, 

Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of the Garner Valley Place that were established as the 

South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness by the Act. See maps, Part 2, Appendix C - Maps, San 

Bernardino National Forest South. 

Add the following list of ‘Existing Wilderness’ at the end of the ‘Setting’ section [Part 2, pg. 

66]: 

 South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness  
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Existing Place direction still applies in the new wilderness, except where it conflicts with 

direction as described in the paragraphs above. 

Idyllwild Place 

Amendment to Place-Based Program Emphasis 

Apply management direction from the Wild and Scenic Rivers Special Designation Overlays 

[Part 2, pp. 12-13], Special Designation Overlays – Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, 

Appendix A, pp. 110 – 113] and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wild and Scenic Rivers 

[Part 2, Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of the Idyllwild Place that are within the ‘Wild’, 

‘Scenic’, and ‘Recreational’ river corridors for the North Fork San Jacinto River and Fuller 

Mill Creek that were established by the Act. 

Replace ‘Eligible’ in the title of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ section of Part 2, page 70 with 

‘Designated’. Change the following miles in the list of Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers 

[Part 2, pg. 70]: 

 Fuller Mill Creek 3.5 miles 

 San Jacinto River - North Fork 10.12 miles 

Existing Place direction still applies in the new Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers, except 

where it conflicts with direction in the paragraphs above. 

Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Place 

Amendment to Place-Based Program Emphasis 

Apply management direction from the Land Use Zone Descriptions [Part 2, pg. 11], 

Wilderness Standards [Part 2, pp. 100-101], Special Designation Overlays – Wilderness [Part 

2, Appendix A, pp. 105 – 107], and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wilderness [Part 2, 

Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of the Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 

Monument Place that were established as an addition to the Santa Rosa Wilderness by the 

Act.  See maps, Part 2, Appendix C - Maps, San Bernardino National Forest South. 

Existing Place direction still applies in the new wilderness addition, except where it conflicts 

with direction in the paragraph above. 

Apply management direction from the Wild and Scenic Rivers Special Designation Overlays 

[Part 2, pp. 12-13], Special Designation Overlays – Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, 

Appendix A, pp. 110 – 113] and Program Strategies and Tactics – Wild and Scenic Rivers 

[Part 2, Appendix B, pg. 140] to portions of this place that are within the ‘Wild’ river 

corridors for Palm Canyon Creek that were established by the Act. 

Replace ‘Eligible’ in the title of the ‘Wild and Scenic Rivers’ section of Part 2, page 91 with 

‘Designated’.  

Change the following acres in the list of ‘Existing Wilderness’ [Part 2, pg. 70]: 

Remove the following from the list of ‘Recommended Wilderness’ [Part 2, pg. 91]: 
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 Cactus Springs A (Santa Rosa Wilderness) (21 acres) 

Existing Place direction still applies in the new Wild, Scenic, and Recreational Rivers, except 

where it conflicts with direction in the paragraph above. 

 
Table 3 – Appendix A - Special Designation Overlays Inserts 

Wilderness Pages 

Existing Wilderness Part 2, pp. 103-107 

Recommended Wilderness Part 2, pp. 107-109 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
 Designated Part 2, pp. 110-111 

Eligible Part 2, pp. 111-113 

Existing Wilderness 

Amendment to Special Designation Overlays 

The Cahuilla Mountain and South Fork San Jacinto Wildernesses and the areas added to the 

existing Santa Rosa Wilderness that were established by the Act are added to Existing 

Wilderness [Part 2, Appendix A, pp. 103-107]. Any discrepancy between the Cactus Springs 

A recommended wilderness acreage and the addition to the existing Santa Rosa Wilderness 

acreage is due to minor mapping errors, and the Cactus Springs A recommend wilderness is 

completely removed. Add the following to the list of designated wilderness [Part 2, 

Appendix A, pg. 107]: 

 

Santa Rosa 
Wilderness 

Places: Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument 

19,433 Acres 

The Santa Rosa Wilderness was created in 1984 as part of the California Wilderness Act.  In 

1994, the wilderness was quadrupled by the addition of 64,340 acres of adjacent Bureau of 

Land Management lands in the California Desert Protection Act.  The Cactus Springs A 

Inventoried Roadless Area, a small 14 acre parcel near Virgin Spring and Forest Road 7S02, 

was added to the Wilderness in 2009 as part of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act.  

The Wilderness is located in the southeastern portion of the San Jacinto Ranger District and 

can be accessed from Forest Road 7S01. 

Elevations rise from the desert floor (sea level) to 8,000 feet at Toro Peak.  The wilderness is 

comprised primarily of the Santa Rosa Mountains, which are rugged, boulder-strewn 

mountains with highly eroded canyons and washes, valleys, steep cliffs and sheer surfaces.  

Vegetation ranges from desert agave, ocotillo and creosote to mountain piñyon and juniper.  

Recreation opportunities mainly center on the Cactus Springs Trail (5E01) and in riparian 

areas.  Wildlife consists of common desert species, such as deer, cougar, and quail.  Eastern 

portions of the area are used by the largest herd of peninsular bighorn sheep in the United 

States.  Much of the wilderness is within the boundaries of the Santa Rosa Mountains State 

Game Refuge.  Human visitation is light. 
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Cahuilla Mountain 
Wilderness 

Places: Anza 5,585 Acres 

The Cahuilla Mountain Wilderness was created in 2009 as part of the Omnibus Public Land 

Management Act.  The Wilderness, 5,585 acres in size, is located in the southwestern portion 

of the San Jacinto Ranger District, and can be accessed from Forest Road 7S04. 

The area primarily consists of steep, heavily dissected ridges within a chaparral ecosystem.  

A Research Natural Area for black oak (Quercus kelloggii) and Coulter pine (Pinus coulteri) 

is found on Cahuilla Mountain.  Cahuilla Mountain is a prominent local landmark with views 

of a vast area.  The Wilderness, along with the local valley, has ties to Helen Hunt Jackson 

and her classic novel of early California, Ramona.  And Juan Bautista de Anza traveled 

through nearby Bautista Canyon during his 1775-1776 expedition.  Recreation opportunities 

include hiking to the top of 5,635 foot Cahuilla Mountain on Trail 2E45, nature viewing, 

rock hounding, and hunting.  Wildlife consists of common desert species, such as deer, cougar, 

and quail.  Human visitation is light. 

South Fork San 
Jacinto Wilderness 

Places: Anza & Garner Valley 20,217 Acres 

The South Fork San Jacinto Wilderness was created in 2009 as part of the Omnibus Public 

Land Management Act.  The Wilderness, 20,217 acres in size, is located in the west central 

portion of the San Jacinto Ranger District, and can be accessed from the Bautista Canyon 

Road and Forest Roads 5S15, 6S13, 6S16 and 6S18. 

It consists primarily of steep, heavily dissected ridges within a dense chaparral ecosystem 

with some mixed conifer in the northeast portion.  Recreation opportunities include hiking on 

Trail 2E17, nature viewing, camping, fishing and hunting.  The South Fork of the San Jacinto 

River flows through this area, and Bautista Creek lies along its southwestern boundary.  A 

major fuelbreak system runs along NFSR 5S15, which splits this unit in two.  Human 

visitation is light. 

Recommended Wilderness 

Amendment to Special Designation Overlays 

The areas added to the existing Santa Rosa Wilderness by the Act are the Cactus Springs A 

(Santa Rosa Wilderness) are removed as Recommended Wilderness [Part 2, Appendix A, pg. 

109]. Remove the following from the list of wilderness recommendations [Part 2, Appendix 

A, pg. 109]: 

Cactus Springs A (Santa Rosa 
Wilderness) 

Places: Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument 

The Cactus Springs A Inventoried Roadless Area is a small 21 acre parcel near Virgin Spring 

and Forest road 7S02, an expansion of the adjacent Santa Rosa Wilderness. The Santa Rosa 

Wilderness (created in 1984 as part of the California Wilderness Act) was quadrupled in 

1994 by the addition of 64,340 acres of adjacent Bureau of Land Management lands in the 
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California Desert Protection Act. It is located in the southeastern portion of the San Jacinto 

Ranger District. 

 

The elevation of the Cactus Springs A unit is about 7,600 feet; elevations in the Santa Rosa 

Wilderness rise from the desert floor (sea level) to 8,000 feet at Toro Peak. These Santa Rosa 

Mountains are rugged, boulder-strewn mountains with highly eroded canyons and washes, 

valleys, steep cliffs and sheer surfaces. Vegetation ranges from desert agave, ocotillo and 

creosote to mountain piñyon and juniper. 

 

Recreation opportunities in the Santa Rosa Wilderness mainly center on the Cactus Springs 

Trail (5E01) and in riparian area.  Wildlife consists of common desert species, such as deer, 

cougar, and quail. Eastern portions of the area are used by the largest heard of peninsular 

bighorn sheep in the United States.  Much of the wilderness is within the boundaries of the 

Santa Rosa Mountains State Game Refuge.  Human visitation is light. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers  

Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Amendment to Special Designation Overlays 

The portions of the North Fork San Jacinto River and Palm Canyon Creek as ‘Wild’, portions 

of the North Fork San Jacinto River and Fuller Mill Creek as ‘Scenic’, and portions of the 

North Fork San Jacinto River, Fuller Mill Creek, and Bautista Creek as ‘Recreational’ Rivers 

designated by the Act are added as Designated Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, Appendix A, 

pg. 110]. Add the following to the list of designated wild and scenic rivers [Part 2, Appendix 

A, pg. 110]: 

 

Bautista Creek Places: Anza, 9.8 miles 

The 9.8 mile segment of Bautista Creek within the San Bernardino National Forest boundary 

is designated as a recreational river.  The creek has outstandingly remarkable values for 

wildlife, botany, prehistory and history.  Wildlife values are based on the presence of several 

federally endangered species.  Evidence of Native American use of Bautista Creek Canyon is 

present.  This evidence reflects all aspects of Native American life, and has exceptional 

human interest value to the local Native American and Tribal community as well as scientific 

value. Ethnographic research has documented Native American place names for areas within 

the drainage.  The Canyon meets standards for Traditional Cultural Property as highly 

significant. The creek's historic context relates to the passages of Juan Bautista de Anza in 

1774 and again in 1776.  The canyon was also used as a route in the earliest efforts to reach 

the San Francisco Bay area from 'Sonora Mexico.' 

Fuller Mill Creek Places: Idyllwild, 3.5 miles 

The 1.2 mile segment from the source of Fuller Mill Creek in the San Jacinto Wilderness to 

the Pinewood property boundary is designated as a scenic river.  The 0.9 mile segment in the 

Pinewood property is designated as a recreational river.  The 1.4 mile segment form the 

Pinewood property boundary to its confluence with the North Fork San Jacinto River is 

designated as a scenic river.  Fuller Mill Creek is free-flowing from its headwaters to the 
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intersection with the North Fork of the San Jacinto River, and water flows intermittently for 

some of its length during the mid to late summer and fall.  This creek exhibits outstandingly 

remarkable values pertaining to wildlife as it is home to a nationally significant population of 

mountain yellow-legged frog.  It also supports one of the last remaining populations of this 

federally endangered species in southern California and the only known population on the 

San Jacinto Ranger District.  Other Forest Service Region 5 sensitive species (the California 

spotted owl and San Bernardino flying squirrel) are also present in the river corridor.  It is 

eligible for classification as a recreational river, as it is mostly accessible by road or trail and 

has some development within the corridor. 

Palm Canyon Creek Places: Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument, 8.1 miles 

The 8.1 mile segment of Palm Canyon Creek within the San Bernardino National Forest 

boundary is designated as a wild river.  The deep, rugged, rocky canyons, thick riparian 

vegetation, and palm oasis found within the Palm Canyon landscape provides regionally 

spectacular scenery.  Evidence of Native American use of Palm Canyon, especially for the 

last two thousand years is present.  This evidence reflects all aspects of Native American life, 

and has exceptional human-interest value to the local Native American and Tribal 

community as well as scientific value.  The Canyon is located in the heart of Cahuilla 

ethnographic territory and the Cahuilla continue to use the area for traditional practices.  The 

Canyon meets standards for Traditional Cultural Property as highly significant.  The Palm 

Oasis within Palm Canyon is recognized as having outstandingly remarkable habitat value 

due to both a location that supports the largest California fan palm oasis in the United States 

and the abundance of these native palms (relics from millions of years ago that are nationally 

significant and unique).  Approximately eight miles of Palm Creek (from the private land to 

the national forest boundary) is eligible for classification as a wild river.  Also, it is free of 

impoundments, inaccessible except by trail, and in a primitive watershed with unpolluted 

waters. 

San Jacinto River – North Fork Places: Idyllwild, 10.1 miles 

The 2.12 mile segment from the source of the North Fork San Jacinto River at Deer Springs 

in Mt. San Jacinto State Park to the State Park boundary is designated as a wild river.  The 

1.66 mile segment from the Mt. San Jacinto State Park boundary to the Lawler Park 

boundary is designated as a scenic river.  The 0.68 mile segment from the Lawler Park 

boundary to its confluence with Fuller Mill Creek is designated as a recreational river.  The 

2.15 mile segment from its confluence with Fuller Mill Creek to 0.25 miles upstream of the 

5S09 road crossing is designated as a wild river.  The 0.6 mile segment from 0.25 miles 

upstream of the 5S09 road crossing to its confluence with Stone Creek is designated as a 

scenic river.  The 2.91 mile segment from the Stone Creek confluence to the northern 

boundary of section 17, township 5 south, range 2 east, San Bernardino meridian is 

designated as a wild river.  Of the two river segments in this area determined eligible, one is 

located within Mount San Jacinto State Park, the other within national forest jurisdiction.  

Both segments have outstandingly remarkable values for scenery and wildlife.  The scenery 

along the river is diverse, ranging from dramatic, high elevation, rocky alpine to middle 

elevation mixed conifer and oak woodland to lower elevation chaparral and grassland.  Also, 
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suitable habitat for mountain yellow-legged frog exists in the headwater tributaries.  The 

State Park segment is free of impoundments, inaccessible except by trail, and is located in a 

primitive watershed with unpolluted waters; therefore making it eligible as a wild river.  The 

segment lying within the national forest is readily accessible by road and trail and has some 

recreation improvements along its shore, which allows for its recreational river classification. 

Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers 

Amendment to Special Designation Overlays 

The portions of the Bautista Creek, Fuller Mill Creek, Palm Canyon Creek, and North Fork 

San Jacinto River designated as Wild and Scenic Rivers by the Act are removed from 

Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers [Part 2, Appendix A, pg. 110]. The additional 1.9 miles of 

Bautista Creek and the northern headwaters of the North Fork San Jacinto River that were 

designated as eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers in the Plan were excluded in the Act and are 

now therefore no longer consider eligible. Remove the following from the list of eligible wild 

and scenic rivers [Part 2, Appendix A, pg. 110]: 

Bautista Creek Places: Anza, 11.7 miles 

The entire length of Bautista Creek (13.4 miles) is eligible for classification as a recreational 

river.  The creek has outstandingly remarkable values for wildlife, botany, prehistory and 

history. Wildlife values are based on the presence of several federally endangered species.  

Evidence of Native American use of Bautista Creek Canyon is present.  This evidence 

reflects all aspects of Native American life, and has exceptional human interest value to the 

local Native American and Tribal community as well as scientific value.  Ethnographic 

research has documented Native American place names for areas within the drainage.  The 

Canyon meets standards for Traditional Cultural Property as highly significant.  The creek's 

historic context relates to the passages of Juan Bautista de Anza in 1774 and again in 1776.  

The canyon was also used as a route in the earliest efforts to reach the San Francisco Bay 

area from 'Sonora Mexico.' 

Fuller Mill Creek Places: Idyllwild, 3.4 miles 

Fuller Mill Creek is free-flowing from its headwaters to the intersection with the North Fork 

of the San Jacinto River, and water flows intermittently for some of its length during the mid 

to late summer and fall.  This creek exhibits outstandingly remarkable values pertaining to 

wildlife as it is home to a nationally significant population of mountain yellow-legged frog.  

It also supports one of the last remaining populations of this federally endangered species in 

southern California and the only known population on the San Jacinto Ranger District.  Other 

Forest Service Region 5 sensitive species (the California spotted owl and San Bernardino 

flying squirrel) are also present in the river corridor.  It is eligible for classification as a 

recreational river, as it is mostly accessible by road or trail and has some development within 

the corridor. 
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Palm Canyon Places: Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National 
Monument, 8.1 miles 

The deep, rugged, rocky canyons, thick riparian vegetation, and palm oasis found within the 

Palm Canyon landscape provides regionally spectacular scenery.  Evidence of Native 

American use of Palm Canyon, especially for the last two thousand years is present.  This 

evidence reflects all aspects of Native American life, and has exceptional human-interest 

value to the local Native American and Tribal community as well as scientific value.  The 

Canyon is located in the heart of Cahuilla ethnographic territory, and the Cahuilla continue to 

use the area for traditional practices.  The Canyon meets standards for Traditional Cultural 

Property as highly significant. The Palm Oasis within Palm Canyon is recognized as having 

outstandingly remarkable habitat value due to both a location that supports the largest 

California fan palm oasis in the United States and the abundance of these native palms (relics 

from millions of years ago that are nationally significant and unique).  Approximately eight 

miles of Palm Creek (from the private land to the national forest boundary) is eligible for 

classification as a wild river.  Also, it is free of impoundments, inaccessible except by trail, 

and in a primitive watershed with unpolluted waters. 

San Jacinto River – North Fork Places: Idyllwild, 11.4 miles 

Of the two river segments in this area determined eligible, one is located within Mount San 

Jacinto State Park, the other within national forest jurisdiction.  Both segments have 

outstandingly remarkable values for scenery and wildlife.  The scenery along the river is 

diverse, ranging from dramatic, high elevation, rocky alpine to middle elevation mixed 

conifer and oak woodland to lower elevation chaparral and grassland.  Also, suitable habitat 

for mountain yellow-legged frog exists in the headwater tributaries.  The State Park segment 

is free of impoundments, inaccessible except by trail, and is located in a primitive watershed 

with unpolluted waters; therefore making it eligible as a wild river.  The segment lying 

within the national forest is readily accessible by road and trail and has some recreation 

improvements along its shore, which allows for its recreational river classification. 

Public Involvement  

This Notice Amendment will be provided to the public and other agencies. The Amendment 

was provided to interested and affected parties via direct email, mailed letters, posted on the 

San Bernardino National Forest public website, and a legal notice was published in the local 

newspaper of record, San Bernardino Sun. 

 

Questions regarding this Amendment may be directed to Thomas Hall, Forest NEPA Planner, 

at (909) 382-2905, or thall@fs.fed.us. 

mailto:thall@fs.fed.us

