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RECORD OF DECISION

and

Inyo National Forest Plan Amendment #4
and

Sequoia National Forest Plan Amendment

based on the

Final Environmental Impact Statomem
for the
North and South Forks
of the
Kern Wild and Scenic River

INTRODUCTION

The Sequoia and Inyo National Forests have compieted the planning process for the North and South
Forks of the Kem Wild and Scenic River. On November 24, 1987, Congress passed Pubilic Law (PL)
100-174 which placed portions of the North and South Forks of the Kern River imo the Nation's Wild

and Scenic River System. This legislation designated the following portions of each river:

North Fork Kern River - 78.5 continuous miles, starting from its headwaters located within the
Sequoia National Park, south to the Kerm/Tulare County line

South Fork Kern River - 72.5 continuous miles, starting from ts headwaters located within the
Golden Trout Wildemess, Inyo National Forest, south to the southem boundary of the Dome
Land Wildemess, Sequoia National Forest

Section 3 of the 1968 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (PL 80-542), as amended, requires that the Federal
agency charged with the administration of each component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System shall prepare a comprehensive management pilan to provide for the protection of the river
values. The North and South Forks of the Kem Wild and Scenic River (Kerm W&SR) Final Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (FEIS) is the basis for the resulting Comprehensive Managemem Plan, hereinaf-
ter called the Plan.

Applicable Laws and Regulations

The FEIS and Plan were developed under the implementing regulations of the National Forest
Management Act (PL 100-150); Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Pant 219 (36 CFR 219)
published in 47 CFR 43026 on September 30, 1982; The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA);
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations (40 CFR 1500-1508); and the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (PL 90-542, 36 CFR 297). Specifically, the goals of the Wild and Scenic River Act are:

*it is hereby deciared to be the policy of the United States that certain selected rivers of the

- Natiorr which, with their immediate environments; ‘possess-outstandingty remarkable scenic,
recreation, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural, or other similar values, shall be pre-
served in free-flowing condition, and that they and their immediate environments shall be
protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations.*

Record of Decision - 1



in adc:don, Plan preparation was guided by the Forest Service Manual (FSM 2354.3) as well as many
other applicable laws and regutations, including but not limited to: The Endangered Species Act, the
Wilderness Act, the Clean Water Act, and the National Historic Preservation Act.

included in the planning process were thorough studies of the lands, resources, and the socioeco-
nomic interests of the river area. Four planning Altematives were studied and analyzed in detail in
the FEIS. This Record of Decision documents our selection and approval of one of these Altematives
for future management of the Kem W&SR and discloses the reasons for our decision.

DECISION AND REASONS FOR THE DECISION

The Sequoia and Inyo National Forests propose to amend their respective FLRMPs to provide for the
protection of the North and South Forks of the Kem Wild and Scenic River values. It is our decision

to select Atemative 3 as the basis for deveiopment of the Plan. We have reviewed the environmental
consequences of the Altematives analyzed in the FEIS. We gave particular attention to the 100 public
review comments presented in Appendix B of the FEIS. We have conciuded that the Plan provides
for multiple-use management of acoustics, air quality, fire/fuels, heritage resources, land ownership
and use, livestock grazing, minerals, socioeconomics, soils/geology, transporntation, vegetation,
visual resources, water quality/hydrology, and wildiife and fisheries. This decision includes adoption
of specific mitigation measures and a monitoring program.

As a management strategy, the Plan is basically programmatic. Some site specific projects are
scheduled in the Plan to provide for its impiementation and to heip mitigate adverse environmental
consequences. However, the emphasis in the Pian is not on site-specific decisions. Rather, it provides
overall systematic guidance and establishes management direction to govemn future actions. The
site-specific actions are project level decisions and not part of the FLRMP amendment decision.

Site-specific projects will require additional analysis.

We have determined that this amendment does not result in a significant change in the Inyo and
Sequoia Forest Plans, in accordance with regulations in 36 CFR 219.10(f). This finding is based on
the fact that the proposed amendment does not alter the Forest Plans’ goals, objectives or outputs.

This decision amends the Inyo National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan, by making the
following modifications:
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Modlifications To The Inyo Forest Plan
a Modffication

o §

Replace the statement *Develop management plans in conjunction with the
Sequoia National Forest for the newly designated North Fork of the Kemn and
South Fork of the Kern Wild and Scenic Rivers: with *implement the Comprehen-
sive Management Plan for the North and South Forks of the Kern Wild and Scenic
River cooperatively with the Sequoia National Forest.*

126 Add the following statement "When Management Area Direction for MAs 19
(Goiden Trout) and 20 (South Sierra) is more restrictive than the following Man-
agement Prescription direction, it then supercedes the following.*

237 Replace the statements *Manage the South Fork of the Kern and North Fork of
the Kern Wild and Scenic Rivers in accordance with final legislation. Prepare a
river management plan for each designated river including final classifications
and boundary descriptions.* with *Manage the South Fork of the Kern and North
Fork of the Kern Wild and Scenic Rivers in accordance-with the Comprehensive
Management Plan (CMP) prepared for the same rivers. Said CMP has been
incorporated into this Forest Plan (see Appendix A).*

241 Replace the statements "Manage the South Fork of the Kem Wild and Scenic
River in accordance with final legislation. Prepare a river management plan for
the river that includes classifications and boundary descriptions.* with *Manage
the South Fork of the Kem Wild and Scenic River in accordance with the Compre-
hensive Management Plan (CMP) for the North and South Forks of the Kern Wild
and Scenic Rivers. Said CMP has been incorporated into this Forest Plan (see

Appendix A).*

298 Add the following to the list of EXISTING PLANS INCORPORATED INTO THE
PLAN WITHOUT REVISION: *- Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP) for the
North and South Forks of the Kern Wild and Scenic Rivers (1994)

This decision amends the Sequoia National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan by making
the following modifications:

Modlfications To The Sequoia Forest Plan
Page Modification

4-21 Add the statement “Impiement the Comprehensive Management Plan for the
North and South Forks of the Kern Wild and Scenic River (1994) cooperatively
with the Inyo National Forest.®

Description of the Selected Alternative

Arermnative 3 provides a blend of management emphases of Alternatives 1, 2, and 4, appropriate to
individual river segment classifications or groups of like segments.

The major provisions of Altemative 3 are: 1) changing boating use on *Wild", *Scenic*, and *Recre-
ation® river segments; 2) changing the emphasis of trail use within the river corridor; 3) changing
developed and dispersed camping and other recreation use within the river corridor; 4) continuing
livestock management practices within the river corridor; and 5) providing for acquiring scenic/
access easements from private property owners within the river corridor if needed. Specifically:
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Boating
North Fork

Private Boating: on the the Wilderness Run the number of peopie allowed to launch will be
limited to 15 a day, with a maximum group size of 15 people at one time (PAOT); on the Forks
Run the number of peopie allowed to launch will be imited to 15 a day, with a maximum group
size of 15 PAOT; on the Upper Kern Run there will continue to be no limit on the number of
mprmhwwhoachday.Mahungroupsizewaeinmasadtm&PAOT. Use
will continue to be allowed 7 days a week on all runs.

Commercial Boating: On the Wilderness Run, no commercial boating will be allowed at the
presemamaThepmemialfacommerdalboamgpanmscanbeanalyzedduﬂngthe
update of the Golden Trout Wildemess Management Direction. On the Forks Run a limit of
15 people will continue to be allowed to launch each day, excluding guides. Maximum group
size will continue to be 15 PAOT, exciuding guides. On the Upper Kern Run the maximum of
peopie allowed to float the river at one time will increase from 125 to 180. Of the 55 additional
user days allowed in this Altemative, 25 user days will be offered through a prospectus for
an additional commercial whitewater rafting permit. The new permit will not provide for trips
on the Forks Run. The other 30 user days will be aliocated through Temporary Special-Use
permits (SUPS) to provide for special groups. Maximum group size wil be 30 PAOT, excluding
guides. Use will continue to be aliowed 7 days a week on both runs.

South Fork

On the South Fork, for private boaters, boating will continue to be authorized on all river
segments where opportunities exist. Maximum group size will continue to be 15 PAOT within
Wildemesses and will be limited to 18 PAOT outside Wildemesses. Use will continue to be
allowed 7 days a week.

Commercial boating use will continue to not be authorized on the South Fork at the present
time.

Trailheads will continue to not be allowed within the Kern W&SR corridor within Wildernesses.
Motorized/mechanized use (except wheeichairs) will not be allowed within Wildemesses,
unless authorized for emergency or safety purposes.

For *Wild® river segments outside Wildernesses: trailheads can continue to be located within
the river corridor. All motorized use (except wheelchairs) will now be prohibited under this
Alternative, unless authorized for emergency or safety purposes. Mechanized use will contin-
ue to be allowed.

For the "Scenic® river segment, trails and associated facilities will continue to be acceptable.
Ofi-Highway Vehicle (OHV) use, trails and river crossings will be planned and managed in
accordance with the Interagency Motor Vehicle Use Plan for the Inyo NF and the Sequoia Trail
Plan for the Sequoia NF. ’

For *Recreation® river segments, trail management objectives will now emphasize foot travel,
equestrian, and mechanized modes of travel over motorized use. Motorized use will continue
to be allowed within specific locations and on designated trails. Special emphasis will be
given to developing additional trails accessible to individuals with disabilities.
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Developed/Dispersed Camping and Other Recreation Uses
*‘Wild® river segments within and outside Wildernesses

Activities allowed will now be compatible with ROS classes Primitive through Semi-Primitive
Non-Motorized.

Campsites and/or campfires will continue to not be aliowed within 100 feet of the river's edge,
tributaries, system trails, and meadows . Where terrain does not permit a 100 foot setback,
camping and/or campfires will not be allowed closer than 25 feet from the river's edge,
tributaries, system trails, and meadows.

New outfitter/guide permits can continue to be issued when a public need is demonstrated
and the service cannot be provided elsewhere. No additional permits for packers will be
authorized within the GTW.

Services such as patrol and facilities maintenance will be provided on a scheduled and
regular basis.

*Scenic*® river segments

Recreational activities allowed will be those which are compatible with ROS classes Primitive
through Semi-Primitive Motorized.

Camping and campfires will continue to not be allowed closer than 100 feet of the river's
edge, tributaries, system trails, and meadows within the corridor.

New outfitter/guide permits will continue to be authorized when a public need is demonstrat-
ed.

Administration will be provided on a scheduled and frequent basis.

*Recreation® river segments

Activities aliowed will continue to be those which are compatible with ROS classes Primitive
through Rural.

Increased levels of both developed and dispersed recreation uses and facilities will be
allowed to meet recreational demand and/or to resolve user conflicts.

Campsites and/or campfires will now not be allowed closer than 25 feet of the river's edge,
tributaries, system trails, and meadows within the corridor.

Opportunities for developing additional group campsites will be encouraged on North Fork,
Segment 4.

New outfitter/guide permits can continue to be authorized when a public need is demonstrat-
ed.

Administration will be provided on a scheduled and frequent basis.

Livestock Management Practices

*Wild® river segments within wilderness

Grazing will be allowed to continue at the level specified through the Allotment Management
Plan process.

Permanent or temporary modifications of grazing use and range improvements can now be
made to accomplish specific resource management goals as long as they are compatible

All other river segments

Grazing use and range improvements will be authorized and managed on a site-specific
basis to ensure the river's outstandingly remarkable values will be protected.

Where grazing use is reduced or discontinued within the W&SR corridor, the Sequoia
National Forest will consider not re-issuing a permit.
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Acquiring Scenic/Access Easements
e No specific recommendations will be made at this time to acquire scenic and/or access
easements. In the future, easements will be acquired when necessary to protect and/or

enhance the river's outstandingly remarkable values. If a confiict concerning priorities for
acquisition of easements arises, the following priorities will be established:

Priority 1 - "Recreation® river segments

Priority 2 - "Scenic® river segments

Priority 3 - "Wild® river segments outside Wildemesses
Priority 4 - "Wild® river segments within Wildernesses

Ratlonale For Selection of Aiternative 3

The Kem W&SR FEIS has, to our satisfaction, explored a reasonable range of Alternatives for
accomplishing the goais of the W&SR Act. These Alternatives are consistent with the Sequoia
Mediated Settlement Agreement. Additionally, the Significant Issues are addressed by each of the
Alternatives, including Alternative 3.

We believe that Atemative 3 proposaes the best balance among recreation, grazing use, scenic/
access easement acquisition, and protection of the natural and heritage resources within the river
corridor.

No single factor determined our decision. Among the many factors we considered were how well the
various Alternatives would meet the stated goals and resolve the issues. The issues were addressed
by all of the Alternatives considered, including Alternative 3. We considered the evaluation of direct,
indirect, and cumuiative effects in making this decision. We considered adverse effects which cannot
be avoided, short-term uses versus long-term productivity, and identification of irreversible or irretriev-
able actions. These factors are described in detail in Chapter IV of the FEIS.

Our considerations included the environmental and socioeconomic effects associated with: 1)
changing boating use on *Wild®, *Scenic”, and *Recreation® river segments; 2) changing the emphasis
of trail use within the river corridor; 3) changing developed and dispersed camping and other
recreation use within the river corridor; 4) continuing livestock management practices within the river
corridor; and 5) providing for the acquisition of scenic/access easements from private property
owners within the river corridor, if necessary to protect the river's outstandingty remarkable values.

important components supporting our selection of Aiternative 3 for the Kern W&SR include:

Boating

1. By increasing the number of commercial users by a potential of 20%, and providing for
additional special groups to launch each day on the Upper Kern Run, this Altemnative has
the potential to meet the increasing public demand for whitewater boating outside Wilder-
nesses. An additional commercial whitewater rafting permit will be offered through a pro-
spectus. This will provide an additional opportunity for interested whitewater rafting busi-
nesses, including the current permittees. This increased boating use could have a positive
financial impact on certain local and out-of-the-area businesses that provide equipment and
supplies for this recreational activity, since more people wouid need their services and
goods.
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Trails

Bypmﬂdhgmrmaddiﬁonalmerdaysfmsmdalgmups,mBAkeMNewﬂlmcmaseme
potential for more business opportunities for new and current enterprises. It will provide
opportunities for special whitewater floating groups, such as Boy Scouts, church groups,
educational groups, semi-private outfitter/guide organizations, etc. However, some of this
use is already on-going through private boating and unautherized group boating. There-
fore, in reality, 30 additional new user days will not be added. Additionally, some currently
ummwmewﬂlbebgaﬁzedandmaquenﬂybeuercomdbdmmughspedawse
permit requirements.

By decreasing the amount of private boating use on the Wildemess Run trom an unlimited
number to 15 people a day, this Altemative will protect the wildemess setting.

This Alternative will prohibit all motorized use within any *Wild* river segment. This will
preciude individuals from operating off-highway vehicles in the corridor at the very northern
end of North Fork, Segment 3, where the Rincon Trail (#33E23) terminates at the GTW
boundary and thus will eliminate potential user conflict and encroachment problems.

In this Alternative, trails suitable for persons with disabilities will be provided, particularly on
North Fork, Segment 4 where most of the recreation use occurs.

Developed/Dispersed Camping and Other Recreation Uses

6.

10.

This Atemnative will allow a mix of dispersed and developed recreation opportunities and
tacilities to help meet future demand and resolve user conflicts. Future demand for facilities
such as campgrounds and group camps will be met, particularly within the popular North
Fork, Segment 4 and South Fork, Segment 3, while still providing dispersed camping
opportunities.

ROS classes and camping setbacks from the river's edge will now be consistent between
the Inyo and Sequoia National Forests and Wildemess river segments within the Kern
WA&SR corridor.

The new 25-foot camping setback within the heavily used “Recreation® segments will have
the potential to significantly reduce user confiicts. it will also have the potential of reducing

parking congestion along North Fork, Segment 4, as a result of eliminating dispersed
camping areas located within 25 feet of the river's edge.

The potential adverse effects to heritage resources, wildlife, fisheries, water- quality, and
riparian areas within *Recreation® segments will be iess because of the required 25-foot
setback from the river's edge

Additional outfitter/guide permits for *Wild" river segments outside Wildernesses will be
allowed to meet demand if the service cannot be provided elsewhere and the river's
outstandingly remarkable values will be protected.

Livestock Management Practices

1.

12

13.

Livestock management practices will essentially remain unchanged. Range improvements
such as fencing and water development will continue at current levels.

By considering not re-issuing permits where grazing use is reduced or discontinued,
grazing use couid be reduced in the future.

The economic status of local ranchers will remain at current leveils.
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Acquiring Scenic/Access Easements
14. Scenic and/or access easements can be acquired f needed.

Mitigation Measures and Monltoring
All practicable means to avoid or minimize erwironmental harm from Altemative 3 have been adopted.

Mitigation measures that will be applied to the implementation of this Altemative can be found in
Appendix A of this document. .

A Monitoring Plan is included in the Comprehensive Management Plan for the Kem W&SR. The
Monitoring Plan describes the procedure by which the Forest Service will monitor certain activities

and uses within the Kem W&SR to ensure compliance of management goals and actions contained
in the Plan and to ensure that environmental consequences do no exceed acceptable levels.

Considering both the positive and negative environmental and socioeconomic consequences of all
the Alternatives, It is our conclusion that Alternative 3 best satisfies the overall mix of public and Forest
Service issues, objectives, and opportunities. It provides a reasonabie balance between providing
outdoor recreation opportunities, providing for livestock grazing, protecting the river's outstandingly
remarkable values and natural and heritage resources, and providing for appropriate fisheries and

wildlife management.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND ISSUES CONSIDERED

Comment on potential concemns and opportuntties for managing the W&SR was solicited from Forest
Service employees, members of the general public, ather public agencies, Forest permittees, envi-
ronmental organizations, private property owners, and elected representatives (See Appendix B -
Public Involvement of the DEIS and FEIS.)

Comments were requested by various methods including publishing a Notice of intent to prepare a
DEIS and Draft Implementation Plan (IP) in the Federal Register filed May 22, 1989, radio and
newspaper releases, monthly newsletter mailings to interested parties, and formal and informal public
meetings conducted throughout the planning process. On May 13, 1889, a public field trip was
conducted on Segment 4 of the North Fork to discuss a variety of strategies for managing the Kern
WA&SR.

This scoping process generated over 230 specific verbal and written concemns and opportunities for
managing the Kem W&SR. These comments were then grouped by like resource areas and screened
to determine if the concem or opportunity was a "Significant Issue”.

Screening Criteria 1 - is the W&SR Environmental impact Statement/Comprehensive Management
Pian the proper place to address the issue or is it outside the scope of the EIS/CMP objectives?

Screening Criteria 2 - Does the Forest Service have the authority to address the issue?

Screening Criteria 3 - Is the issue contrary to, or resolved by, an existing law, regulation, or Forest
Service policy? B
From the comments that remained after the screening process, sub-issues became evident. Sub-

issues were then analyzed and grouped which formulated the Significant Issues. Significant Issues
that were used to guide the development of Alternatives in the DEIS include:
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@ Significant issue #1: What is the mbx/level of appropriate recreation uses and facliities that
should be provided within the W&SR corridor while stiil protecting the river's outstandingty

remarkable values?
[) Sub-lssue A - What is the appropriate mbx/level of boating uses (commercial and private)?

There is concem that commercial bosting may displace private boating opportunities. Some feel
that commercial boaters disrupt the peace and quiet of the river experience and cause addtitional
impacts to resources, while others feel that commercial boaters have less impact because of the

information/education they receive from experienced guildes.
O Sub-issue B - What is the appropriate mix/level of trail uses and faciiities?

There Is concern that tralls within the river corridor may or may not not be appropriate to the
W&SR designation. There is concern that some tralis may be aliowed to regress to more natural
conditions, thus eliminating stock use, while others feel that new traiis, inciuding motorized

routes should be allowed.

[ Sub-issue C - What is the appropriate mix/level of developed and dispersed/dispersed recre-
ation uses and facliities other than boating and trails (i.e.,, camping, picnicking, fishing, hunting,
rock climbing, site-seeing, and recreational mineral gathering)?

There ls a concern that the amount of developed and dispersed camping may or may not be
appropriste to the W&SR designation. Some feel that there needs to be more developed camp-
grounds to meet the growing recreation demand, while others feel that camping should be
eliminated from the Kern W&SR corridor to protect the natural resources.

@ Significant Issue #2: What is the need to change livestock management within the W&SR
corridor to protect the river's outstandingly remarkable vaiues?

There is a concern that livestock grazing within the river corridor may or may not be appropriate
to the W&SR designation. Some feel that livestock degrade the riparian areas and water quality
of the corridor, while others feel that cattie grazing shouid be allowed.

@ Significant issue #3: What is the need for acquisition of scenic and/or access easements on
-private property within the W&SR corridor to protect the river’s outstandingly remarkable val-
U“?

There Is a concern that new structures or activities on private land may adversely affect out-
standingly remarkable values of the W&SR corridor or that river access may be limited. Some
feel that private property development should be limited, others feel that private property devel-
opment shouid not be restricted.

A Notice of Availability for the North and South Forks of the Kem W&SR DEIS was published in the
Federal Register (Vol. 57, No. 21) on Friday, January 31, 1992. At the same time, approximately 300
copies of the DEIS and IP were mailed to interested individuals, organizations, and agencies.
Government agencies were required and the public was requested to comment on the DEIS. During
the 60-day comment period, 100 comment letters were received.

All of the the 100 comnment letters were assessed and responded to using methods provided in the
Council of Environmental Quality Regulations (CEQ) for implementing NEPA. Appendix B (Public
Involvement) of the FEIS presents the comment letters and the Forest Service responses. Of the 100
letters received, approximately 20 letters had general comments, 14 letters had grazing comments,
8 letters had comments about public involvement, 24 letters addressed recreation concerns, 15
letters discussed 'boating demand', 6 letters addressed pirateering, 8 letters addressed law enforce-
ment, 6 letters addressed trails, 3 addressed scenic/access easements, and 6 letters addressed
wildlife and fisheries. o
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Based on the review comments, some changes were made from the DEIS to the FEIS. The FEIS
specifies how and when the 55 additional user days, provided for in Altemnatives 3 and 4, will be
allocated. More information was added to Chapter lil - Recreation, to heip clarify the Sequoia and Inyo
FLRMPs direction on future recreation demand. The title for the management plan was changed from
Implementation Plan to Comprehensive Management Plan, to be consistent with the wording in the
Wild and Scenic River Act. More specific information was added to Chapter lll - Livestock Manage-
ment, to better describe the grazing situation. More management actions were added to the Plan and
Water Quality was added to the Monitoring Plan to enhance the protection of water qualty.

ALTERNATIVES

This section briefty describes the Alternatives that were developed by the ID Team. They display a
range of options that could be implemented in managing the Kem W&SR.

Alternatives Considered But Eiiminated from Detalled Study

The ID Team considered a wide range of Altematives to meet the goals and resolve the issues. Some
of the Alternatives considered were studied in detail and others were eliminated from detailed study.
The ID Team compieted detailed studies on the Alternatives they felt best met the goals, addressed
the issues, and could be implemented effectively. The Alternatives eliminated from detailed study and
the rationale for their elimination are discussed below:

o Eliminate all livestock grazing from within the corridor of the Kern W&SR - This Alternative
was considered but was not analyzed in detail. The Kem W&SR corridor (1/4 mile wide
designation located on each side of the river), traverses a number of active range allotments.
To exclude cattie compiletely from this narrow corridor would require hundreds of miles of
exclusion fencing. Extensive fencing would create unnecessary impacts to Kem W&SR values,
particularly to the visual quality of the area. The ID Team determined that an Altemative to
exclude cattle grazing from the entire river corridor would not be reasonable or practical.

¢ Eliminate all dispersed camping from the Tulare/Kern county line, north to the Johnson-
dale Bridge (North Fork, Segment 4) - This Alternative was eliminated from detailed study.
North Fork, Segment 4, was identified as possessing outstandingly remarkable recreational
values because of the variety of opportunities it offers to a vast majority of citizens who live
within a shont distance of this major river (34 hours driving distance from the Southern
Calitomia basin). Dispersed camping opportunities was a primary component for recognizing
this Segment as possessing outstanding remarkable recreational values. The ID Team deter-
mined that to eliminate all dispersed camping, this action would unnecessarilty deny the public
the opportunity to enjoy this popular recreational pursuit.

Alternatives Considered In Detall

Four Alttematives were formulated and analyzed in the FEIS. The Alternatives differ in terms of the
emphasis given to the identified resources and activities, outputs produced, and potential environ-
mental consequences that may occur. Refer to Chapter Il of the FEIS for a more complete description
of each Afternative. The following are the themes of each Alternative:

ARternative 1: This Alternative constitutes the "No Action® or "No Change* Altemative that continues
current management direction. Policy on use within. river. segment classifications_or groups of like
segments would be guided by current management direction and existing resource plans identified
in the Sequoia and Inyo FLRMPs and the Sequoia Forest Mediated Agreement.

Alternative 2: This Alternative emphasizes amenity values over commodity (market) values appropri-

ate to individual river segment classifications or groups of like segments. Commodity related pro-
grams and activities would be permitted but would have secondary emphasis. Amenity resources
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include, but are not limited to: water quality, wildiife and fisheries habitat improvement, riparian and
wetland areas, dispersed recreation, and visual quality.

Alternstive 3: This Altemative provides a blend of the management emphases described in Alterna-
tives 1, 2, and 4, appropriate to individual river segment classifications or groups of like segments.

Alternative 4: This Alternative emphasizes commodity (market) values over amenity values appropri-
ate to individual river segment classifications or groups of like segments. Amenity related programs
and activities would be permitted but would have secondary emphasis. Commodity resources
include, but are not limited to, livestock management, consumptive fish and wildlife activities, devel-
oped recreation, packer/guiding opportunities, and other activities which could generate income.

The following table summarizes how each Altemnative responds to the Significant Issues identified
through the scoping process:
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ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

Mmmmmmmzsmmmmm.
dnmhamMesmvaduesomcaanhyvﬂues.WZuwammmnh
recreation activities which would decrease the potential for human-caused adverse effects to the
environment. It wouid aiso decrease the potential for human disturbance to natural and heritage
resources and to wildiife. This Altemative was not selected for implementation because, in our
judgenwr&kdoesndpmddehrabdamedpmgmnmamemmmaaimnee&WGbeﬁwe
it doesn't respond to the Forest Service Multiple-Use mission.

IMPLEMENTATION

ImemwondﬂmswwwmmwdwsmmeNoﬁwdAvﬂabed
meFElSappewsmmeFodemIRegismrmswendaysdwrpubﬁcaﬁmdbgmnoﬁcqshme
Porterville Recorder and the Inyo Register, whichever occurs later. The time needed to implement all
activities described in the Plan will vary depending on the type of action, and the amount of further
planning needed for projects. The Plan lists implementation dates for each action.

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND APPEAL OPPORTUNITIES

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to Forest Service Reguiations in 36 CFR 217. To initiate
an appeal, two copies of a written notice of appeal must be filed in accordance with procedures
specified in 36 CFR 217.14, "Content of a Notice of Appeat”, including the reasons for appeal and must
be filed within 45 days of the publication of the legal notices in the Porterville Recorder and the Inyo
Register with:

G. Lynn Sprague
Regiona! Forester

Attn: Appeals

US Forest Service

630 Sansome Street

San Francisco, CA. 94111

if you would like more information on the Kem W&SR FEIS please contact:

Record of Decision - 16
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APPENDIX A

SUMMARY OF MITIGATION MEASURES FOR THE SELECTED ALTERNATIVE

General Mitigation Measures

Information, education, and interpretive services will be used as a management tool in the
development of public and in-service understanding of identified outstandingly remarkable
values, opportunities, and protection needs within the W&SR corridor.

Interpretive programs will be implemented that help solve user conflicts and to increase
visitor understanding and appreciation of natural and cuttural history within the corridor.

Programs such as *River Etiquette® and *Leave no Trace® will continue to be promoted to
educate recreation users to respect the rights of others and to minimize impacts to natural
resources.

A water quality monitoring pian will be developed to establish baseline data for water Quality
levels and to determine if/when management actions are necessary to keep water quality

at acceptable standards.

Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Access/Easement impacts

The Forest Service will work cooperatively with Tulare County to establish compatible
zoning within the W&SR corridor

The Forest Service will work cooperatively with property owners, prior to development, to

Signs will be installed to help prevent trespass onto private property

Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Livestock Grazing impacts

The aliotment management planning process will be utilized to modify programs and
management policy, as needed to protect the river's outstandingly remarkable values,
resources, and to reduce conflicts between livestock grazing and other uses.

No livestock grazing will occur during the primary recreation season within the corridor of
North Fork, Segment 4 (on the east side of the river), to reduce potential conflicts between
cattle and recreation activities.

Adverse effects of cattle grazing on fisheries and wildlife habitat (bank trampling, water
poliution, young willow browsing, forage competition, etc.) will be brought to minimal levels
through application of Riparian Standards and Guidelines, BMPs, and by carrying out
directions in grazing allotment management plans.

Appendix A - 1



Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Livestock Grazing impacts (continued)

At the end of the grazing season, channel configuration transects (General Aquatic Wildlife
Survey) and associated bank trampiing transects (USFS 1990) within respective channel
reaches will be established. Grazing allotments will be monitored for change and adherence
to the Forest Livestock Management Handbook and the FLRMPs.

Pmamia!wmpmnbaweandomesﬁcﬁvestod(.mcmmimpackmdsaddbaock,and
wildiife wili be addressed by controlling seasons of use, livestock distribution, and utilization
standards that provide at least the minimum of reserve forage even under maximum
livestock management scenarios.

The public will be educated how cattle grazing can be used as a management tool to
WWWW@WMWW(S&FEIS.MpGnduD-
references 17-19).

Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Boating Impacts

New launch and takeout sites will be constructed at key locations on the Upper Kern Run
to help prevent congestion.

The size of existing launch and takeout sites and parking areas located on the Upper Kern
Run will be expanded for safety purposes. These projects will be completed in harmony with
existing physical conditions of terrain and vegetation.

Additional toilets and garbage bins will be provided at areas where the public congregates,
such as parking areas, boat launch and takeout locations, etc.

Traffic control techniques, such as signing, parking lot expansion, one-way traffic, etc. will
be provided at the Johnsondale Bridge to help relieve congestion.

The time when boating groups can launch each moming will be restricted to allow anglers
and other shore-based users to experience a portion of their outing without the presence
of boats on the river.

Boating will be restricted to daylight hours only (no moonlight trips) to reduce impacts from
boating related noise and to ensure boating safety is not compromised.

*Quiet zones® (no water fights, boating takeouts, etc.) will be established where the river
crosses private property, Wildemess areas, developed campgrounds, and other appropri-
ate locations.

The use of Temporary SUPs for group boating activities will be monitored for two to three
years. If it appears that there is not a need for as many as 30 user days for special groups,
the number could be lowered. For exampie, the number of Temporary SUPs could be
iowered to 15 a day, and the other 15 user days could be allocated to an additional term
permit.
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Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Boating Impacts (continued)

e Signs at launch and takeout sites will be added to help control congestion and avoid

conflicts.

Partnership agreements with commercial boating outfitter/guide permittees will be estab-
lished to provide a seasonal River Ranger(s) with citing authority to assist in reducing
conflicts between recreation users, to monitor boating activities, to eliminate *pirate® boating
activities (unauthorized commercial boating operations), and other duties that would com-
pliment the boating program on the North Fork.

Partnership agreements with commercial boating outfitter/guide permittees and other orga-
nizations will be established to provide additional garbage bins and portable toilets, on a
cost-share basis, at selected launch and takeout sites.

The possibility of adding sanitation facilities at the Forks Run launch site will be analyzed.

Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Trall impacts

New trail construction will be designed to reduce user conflicts.
Where acceptable, Wildemess boundaries will be marked.

Existing trails will be re-routed and new trails constructed that will direct users away from
private land. Trail right-of-way easements across private property, will be acquired when
and where necessary. ‘

Existing trails will be re-routed and new trails constructed that will direct users away from
heritage resources, sensitive vegetation, critical wildiife habitat, small streams, and steep
slopes where soil erosion is more likely.

Mitigation Measures To Protect Resources From Camping impacts

Partnership(s) will be developed, on a cost-share basis, to provide additional garbage bins
and portable toilets within the corridor of North Fork, Segment 4 and South Fork, Segment
3.

The feasibility of a partnership(s) with recreation user groups, the Kern River Valley Visitor's
Council, and local Chambers of Commerce to provide shuttie service from the Kern River
Valiey to the Johnsondale Bridge to help minimize traffic and parking congestion along
North Fork, Segment 4 will be investigated.

Locations where additional portable toilets and garbage bins need to be provided to
mitigate the impacts from recreation users will be identified.

Research projects to analyze the impacts to natural resources within the corridor from
recreation activities will be initiated, when possible.
The possibility of developing new group camps (for up to 25 people each) on North Fork

Segment 4 to replace undeveloped camping areas displaced by the 25 foot camping
setback will be analyzed.
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This is a picture of the North Fork Kern Wild and Scenic River, Sequoia Nationat Forest, Tulare County,

California. It was taken during the summer of 1988, looking north from Johnsondale Bridgs, approximately
30 miles north of Kernville, CA.
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COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose of the Plan

On November 24, 1987, Public Law 100-174 was enacted which placed portions of the North and South

Forks of the Kemn River into the National Wild and Scenic River (W&SR) System. The designation included
the upper 78.5 miles of the North Fork and the upper 72.5 miles of the South Fork (See Vicinity Map -
Figure One).

This Comprehensive Management Plan (CMP), provides direction for managing all National Forest lands I
within the corridor of the Kern W&SR. The basis of this CMP is to implement Alternative 3 (the selected
alternative) as discussed in the Final Environmental impact Statement (FEIS). The environmental effects
of implementing the CMP, along with three other alternative methods for managing the Kern W&SR, are
described in the FEIS. The CMP and FEIS are separate but companion documents. '

B. Organization of the Plan

The CMP has five sections. It presents Kern W&SR information in sequence from the general to specific.
Section 1 introduces the CMP. Section 2 summarizes National, Regional and Forest policy and direction.
Section 3 provides local management direction. Section 4 presents how specific management actions
will be monitored over time (What? Where? Who? When?). Section 5 contains useful appendix informa-
tion.

C. Planning Premise

The development of the CMP incorporated two well-accepted planning approaches. The Recreatic
Opportunity Spectrum (ROS) system provides a means for classifying areas in relation to the ty
recreation opportunity experiences that are or can be provided, and the settings in which they occur.
Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) process was used to develop strategies for managing use to maintain
the desired ROS. The LAC concept does not focus attention on limiting use to an estimated carrying
capacity, but rather provides an estimate of the desired level of acceptable resource impact. if unaccept-
able resource conditions begin to occur, managers may have several possible solutions. Actions may
include encouraging users to adjust habits, changing time periods of use, changing distribution of use,
and/or limiting use.

The LAC monitcring, described in Appendix B, is flexible and CMP direction can respond to changes in
resource conditions without the need for major plan revisions. The process emphasizes standards of use
and establishes a monitoring system which would trigger changes in management strategies designed
to protect the unique qualities of this river area.

D. Budget and Work Planning

Annual and future work planning and budgeting processes will continue to be used to fund and manage

uses, resources, and projects within the corridor. The degree of implementation of this CMP will depend

largely on appropriation of funds by Congress and the allocations to the Sequoia and Inyo National

Forests through the budget process. Both Forests need to be alert to opportunities for cooperative
- funding te assist in implementing the management direction.
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E. Wild and Scenic River Geographic Information

The North Fork originates in the Sequoia National Park, west of Mount Whitney. The river flows almost
due south and has a 10,000 foot drop in elevation from its headwaters to Lake Isabella, 83 river miles
away. This river flows through a glaciated valley and may be the longest such valley in the Nation.

The South Fork originates in the Golden Trout Wildemness, south of Mount Whitney. The river is free-
flowing, except for some fish barriers, and descends through steep gorges with large granite outcrop-

pings and domes interspersed with cpen ineadows. Thirteen miles of the Pacific Crast Trai parailei this
Fork. The South Fork joins the North Fork, 83 miles from its headwaters in the Inyo National Forest, to
form Lake Isabella (See Chapter lil - AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT in the companion FEIS for additional
physical, biological and social descriptions of the Kern W&SR corridor).

Il. WILD AND SCENIC RIVER POLICY AND DIRECTION

W&SR policy and direction has been established at different legislative and administrative levels. Congress,
along with the National, Regional and Forest levels of the Forest Service, all provide varying degrees of
direction. The direction ranges from broad (National level) to more specific (Forest level).

A. The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
In the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968, Congress declared that it is:

...the policy of the United States that certain selected rivers of the Nation
which, with their immediate environments, possess outstandingly re-
markable scenic, recreation, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultur-
al, or other similar values, shall be preserved in free-flowing condition,
and that they and their immediate environments shall be protected for
the benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations. The Con-
gress declares that the established national policy of dam and other
construction at appropriate sections of the rivers of the United States
needs to be complemented by a policy that would preserve other
selected rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition to
protect the water quality of such rivers and to fulfill other vital national
conservation purposes (16 U.S.C. 1271).

Section 3 of the Wiid and Scenic Rivers Act, as amended, requires that three disiinct actions be taken
for rivers designated as National Wild and Scenic Rivers.

1. Establish detailed W&SR corridor boundaries to include an average of not more than 320 acres per
mile on both sides of the river.

2. Determine the classifications applicable to each segment of the river, e.g., Wild, Scenic, or Recre-
ation.

3. Prepare a management plan to address resource protection, development of lands and facilities, user
capacities, and other management practices necessary or desirable to achieve the purposes of the
Act. : ‘ L

ltems 1 and 2 were accomplished on April 3, 1989, upon completion of the Environmental Assessment
titied: Corridor Boundary Designation and Segment Classification - North and South Forks of the Kern Wild
and Scenic River. This CMP satisfies item 3.

Furthermore, Section 10 of the Act requires that each component of the National Wild and Scenic River
System shall be administered in such a manner as to protect and enhance the values which caused it
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to be included in the system. Other uses are permitted which do not substantially interfere with public
use and enjoyment of these values.

B. Forest Service Objective and Policies
It is the objective of the Forest Service to:

provide river and similar water recreation opportunities to meet the

public needs in ways that are appropriate to the National Forest recre-
ation role and are within the capabilities of the resource base. Protect
the free-flowing condition of designated wild and scenic rivers and
preserve and enhance the values for which they were established (FSM
2354.02).

The Forest Service has established eight policies to manage National W&SRs (FSM 2354.03):

1. Plan and manage river recreation in a context that considers the resource attributes, use patterns,
and management practices of nearby rivers. Consider both designated and undesignated rivers
managed by the Forest Service and/or other Federal, State, and local management entities.

2. Emphasize activities that harmonize with the natural setting of the National Forest. Normally, limit
river recreation opportunities to the primitive to rural portion of the recreation opportunity spec-
trum (ROS, FSM 2310).

3. Manage the use of rivers by establishing as few regulations as possible. Ensure that established
regulations are enforceable.

4. Emphasize user education and information. Educate users before they enter a river area. When
necessary, prescribe direct management techniques (FSM 2354.41a) that are sensitive to the
values users seek. Impose only that level of direct management necessary to achieve man:
ment objectives.

5. Coordinate river management with other Federal, State, or local agencies having primary or
concurrent jurisdiction. Where appropriate, enter into memorandums of understandnng or coop-
erative agreements. Encourage the participation of State and local governments in planning and
administering river management.

6. Ensure that proposed and ongoing projects and activities conform with the purpoees of the Act.

7. Establish use limits and other management procedures that best aid in achieving the prescribed
abjectives for a river and in providing sustained benefits to the public.

8. Acquire water rights needed to ensure sufficient water to achieve management objectives.
C. Sequoia and Inyo National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan Direction

The Sequoia (February, 1988) and Inyo (August, 1988) Forest Land and Resource Management Plans
(FLRMPs) were developed to provide integrated, multiple-use resource management direction for all
Forest resources for the next 10-15 years. While these plans make broad land allocations, set Forest-wide
outputs and targeis, set standards and guidelines, and establish monitoring procedures, they are not
intended as siie-specific plans. This CMP supplements and refines existing FLRMP level direction.
However, it does not make any project level decisions, it only schedules them.

Comprehensive Management Plan - 3
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The Sequoia and Inyo FLRMPs provide the following applicable standards and guidelines for W&SR
management:

1. Sequoia National Forest

a.  Manage rivers in accordance with the final legislation on Wild and Scenic River designation.

b. Prepare a river management plan for each designated river or Special Management Area, 7

niciuding final buandary descriptions.
c. Classify the National Forest segments of designated rivers at their highest eligible level.
2. Inyo National Forest

a. Develop management plans in conjunction with the Sequoia National Forest for the newty
designated North Fork of the Kemn and South Fork of the Kem Wild and Scenic Rivers.

Consistent with the above direction, the CMP tiers to the more general FLRMPs and implements the
general direction found in these two documents.

lil. MANAGEMENT DIRECTION

This section provides the guidance for managing the uses and resources within Kem W&SR segment
corridors. This section is divided into two subsections: Opportunity Class Descriptions provide the range
of resource, social, and managerial conditions that the Forest Service intends to maintain, restore, or enhance
within the segment corridors; and Management Actions which provide guidance common to all Opportunity
Classes or guidance unique to individual classes.

-

Variances from management actions in the CMP will occasionally be needed, due to unforeseen site condi-
tions, uncontrollable or unforeseen circumstances and/or natural phenomena. When minor change is un-
avoidable, it must be justified in the appropriate environmental analysis. Major changes or recurrence would
result in plan amendment or revision and would include the appropriate environmental analysis.

The CMP, in conjunction with the Inyo and Sequoia Forest Plans, is intended to serve as a guiding document
for Kern W&SR management and project planning. When necessary, an environmental analysis and appropri-
ate environmental documentation are required prior to implementing site-specific programs and projects.

A. Opportunity Class Descriptions

Within the Kern W&SR corridor, three distinct settings were established called Opportunity Classes (OC).
In addition, a fourth setting was established in the Management Direction for the South Sierra Wilderness,
which was completed prior to this CMP. This additional setting (OC), is adopted by this CMP and is
referred to as "Wild 1°. Opportunity Class "Wild" describes the most pristine setting compared to the other
OCs, with limited use and very little evidence of human caused modifications. *"Wild* classified river
segments represent this class. Opportunity Class *"Wild 1" is applied to the southern portion of South Fork,
Segment 4, above Kennedy Meadow Campground and the area immediately east of Monache Meadows.
it is similar to the *Wild"* OC except that it normally has more visitor use. This OC is also located in a
classified "Wild" river segment. Oppertunity Class "Scenic* describes a semi-primitive character with
svidence of human caused modificaticns. The *Scenic” classified river segrment at Monachie Meadows
represents this class. Opportunity Class "Recreation® describes the most modified setting as compared
to the other OCs. A wide variety of river and land based activities are available within this OC. *"Recreation®
classified river segments represent this class. See maps located in Appendix A for location of Opportunity
Classes.
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Resource Setting

Social Setting:

Managerial Setting

OPPORTUNITY CLASS *"Wiid® I

This area is essentially primitive in character. ROS classes Primitive and Se; .
Primitive Non-Motorized depict this class. Some human caused modificatio:

the environment is evident in localized areas. The ecosystem is stable with some
human induced controls. Visitor impacts are minor and typically consist of dis- l
turbances of soil and vegetation in camps and along popular trails. Disturbances

Sl Coi "—""rmeﬂmvwmﬂmm;weﬁmmm;‘mmmbbm‘i

permanent along trails and in camping areas.

This area provides visitors with good opportunities for solitude and isolation from
other users. Occasional encounters with other visitors and resource users will
occur primarily during the primary use season from May through October. South
Fork, Segment 6 includes Tunnel Cabin, which is currently used as an adminis-
trative cabin and backcountry wilderness ranger station with propane and wood-
powered appliances, corrals, barbed wire fences, outbuildings, and generally
much sign of human habitation. In this Opportunity Class, opportunities are
abundant to utilize primitive outdoor skills and experience challenge self-

reliance, and risk. l

Management emphasis is to maintain natural conditions and primitive and semi-
primitive Recreation opportunities. Other activities in the area are managed to
conform with the resource and social settings. Management emphasizes off-site
methods to maintain, achieve, or enhance the desired conditions for the area.
Direct on-site management of visitors will be rare. Necessary rules and regula-
tions will be communicated to visitors usually outside the corridor. Visitor contact
by Forest personnel will be infrequert. Trails will be maintained for resource
protection and user safety, rather than for convenience.

The following "Wild® river segments will be managed with the intention of providing the settil ]
described for this OC:

Table 1. Estimated Acreage Within OC *WIld*

1/ Excludes private property located within the W&SR Corridor

- Segment - Estimated Estimatad - l
‘ Gross Acres Net Acres i/
North Fork Segment 2 6,560 6,490 l
North Fork Segment 3 4,224 4,218
South Fork Segment 2 8,545 8,500 I
Portion of South I
Fork Segment 4 1,240 1,240
South Fork Segment A~ | S 3e4 : l
South Fork Segment 6 6,400 6,344
TOTAL 27,353 TOTAL 27,176 l
!
i
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Resource Setting:

OPPORTUNITY CLASS "Wiid 1*

This area is essentially primitive in character. Slight human-caused modification
of the environment is evident in localized areas but overall, it is essentially
unmodified. The ecosystem is stable with some human-induced controls. Visitor
impacts are minor and typically consist of temporary disturbance of soil and
vegetation in camping areas, along river banks, and along popular trails. Disturb-

‘ances may be visually noticeable and permanent along trails and from camps.

Social Setting:

Managerial Setting:

for this OC:

Resource Setting:

Social Setting:

This area provides visitors with some opportunities for solitude and isolation from
other users. Encounters with other visitors and resource users will occur during
the primary use season ranging from May through October. Some off-trail oppor-
tunities exist to utilize primitive outdoor skills and experience chalienge, self-
reliance and risk.

Management emphasis is to maintain natural conditions and primitive recreation
opportunities. Other activities in the area are managed to conform with the
resource and social settings. Management emphasizes off-site methods to main-
tain, achieve, or enhance the desired conditions for the area. Management
presence will be felt through indirect methods, such as communicating rules and
regulations to visitors outside the corridor. Trails will be maintained for resource
protection and user safety, rather than for convienence.

The following "Wild 1* river segment will be managed with the intention of providing the settings described

Table 2. Estimated Acreage Within OC *Wiid 1"

Segment Estimated Estimated
Gross Acres Net Acres 1/

Portion of South
Fork Segment 4 3,336 3,336

1/ No private property is located within the Corridor

OPPORTUNITY CLASS "Scenic"

This area is semi-primitive in character with evidence of human-caused modifica-
tion. The ROS class of Semi-Primitive Motorized depicts this OC. The ecosystem
is kept stable through management practices. Visitor impacts are moderate and
consist of both temporary and permanent disturbance of soil and vegetation in
camp areas, along trails, and where grazing and other activities occur. Modifica-
tions to the environment are visually obvious.

This area provides visitors with a semi-primitive atmosphere with some opportu-
nity for solitude and isolation. Encounters with other visitors will frequently occur
during the primary use seascn from May through October. Opportunities to
utilize outdoor skills and challenges are primarily centered around river and
motorized activities.
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Managerial Setting:

Management emphasis is to maintain semi-primitive motorized and river-related
recreation opportunities. Other activities in the area are managed to conform with
the resource and social objectives for the class, while maintaining resour,
integrity. Management presence is primarily on-site with occasional visitor of
tact with management personnel. Roads and trails will be maintained primz
for resource protection and user safety, rather than comfort and convenience.

The Toilowing “Scenic” river segment wili be managed with the intention of providing the setfings described

for this OC:

Resource Setting:

Social Setting:

Manageria! Setting:

The following "Recreation* river segments will be managed with the intention of providing the settings

Table 3. Estimated Acreage Within OC "Scenlc”

Segment Estimated Estimated
Gross Acres Net Acres 1/
South Fork Segment 5 2,240 2,010

1/ Excludes private property located within the W&SR Corridor

OPPORTUNITY CLASS "Recreation®

This area represents the most modified of the four Opportunity Classes. ROS
classes Roaded Natural and Rural depict this OC. Visitor and other user impacts
consist of primarily long lasting disturbances of soil and vegetation throughout
the area. Modifications are visually obvious.

i
R AR N A R A

This area provides a rural river atmosphere. Encounters with other users
continuous during the high use season from April through November. E
ters with other users are also frequent during the winter months. Opportun
exist to experience challenges and to utilize a wide variety of river-related skills
and challenges in an easily accessible environment.

Management emphasis is to provide a variety of recreation opportunities that are
compatible with a W&SR "Recreation® designation. Management presence is
both on and off-site with frequent visitor contact by management personnel.
Hoads and trails will be mainiained for resource protection, user safety, and
convenience.

described for this OC:
Table 4. Estimated Acreage Within OC "Recreation®
Segment Estimated Estimated
Gross Acres Net Acres 1/
. North Fork Segment 4 ) 5,696 5,538
South Fork Segmenf 2A i 95 0
South Fork Segment 3 960 890
TOTAL 6,751 TOTAL 6,425

1/ Excludes private property located within the W&SR Corridor
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B. Management Actions
This subsection is divided into five parts:

Resource Category - lists the individual natural resource or activity that subsequent management
actions will affect (Acoustical, Air Quality, Archaeology, etc.).

___Assumption(s) - provide statements about future conditions and are one factor used in formulating
the management actions thai follow. Assumptions are based-on the outlock over the next 10-year
period. If there is a change in the assumptions or they prove to be false, management actions may

need revision.

Objective(s) - provide the general focus of managing uses and resources.
Opportunity Class(es) - is/are the physical location(s) where the management actions will occur.

Specific Management Actlon(s) - describe the actions that resource managers will implement to
maintain, restore, or enhance the resource and/or activity.
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - ACOUSTICAL .

ASSUMPTIONS - Natural causes of noise will not change in all Opportunity Classes. For all Opportunity Classes ‘
there will continue to be military aircraft overflights. {

-For Opportunity Classes *Wild" and *Wild 1*, most natural causes of noise will result from the river itself, particularly
during spring run-off.

-For Cppuriunity Class *Scenic’, human-caused noise wil be temporaiy and will generally occur during May
through November. Primary human-caused noise will occur from motorized vehicles and aircraft overflights. l

-For Opportunity Class "Recreation” human-caused noise will continue to be common, primarily during April
through November. Primary human caused noise will occur from motorized vehicles and high recreational use. l

OBJECTIVE - Authorize and manage all activities within the corridor with the intent to minimize noise through
proper planning, outfitter/guide permit administration, law enforcement, etc.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES
ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY 1/ WHEN
Recreation ® Motorized boating use will not be allowed on the river. | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
& MWDR

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild® and "Wild 1*

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

Recreation ® Continue to limit the number of both private and com- | CMDR Effective immediately |
mercial boat launches and party size on the "Forks Run®.

® Manage dispersed recreational activities to have opti- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately

mal separation between users, & MWDR
® Prohibit the use of motorized equipment, except for | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
equipment authorized for emergency purposes. & MWDR
1/ LEGEND
CDFG - California Department of Fish and Game MWDR - Mt. Whitney District Ranger
CMDR - Cannell Meadow District Ranger SFE - Sequoia Forest Engineer
HSDR - Hot Springs District Ranger SFFMO - Sequoia Forest Fire Management Officer
IFE - Inyo Forest Engineer SFPAO - Sequoia Forest Public Affairs Officer
IFOO - Inyo Forest Operations Officer SFREO - Sequoia Forest Recreation Officer
IFREOQ - Inyo Forest Recreation Officer SFRO - Sequoia Forest Resource Officer
IFRO - Inyo Forest Resource Officer TRDR - Tule River District Ranger

Comprehensive Management Plan - 9
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild* and "Wild 1* (Continued)

whitewater boating as described in the Recreation re-
source category (OC "Recreation”).

® Enforce State and Federal Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
noise standards:
- 36 CFR 261.13 (D) Use of Vehicles Off Roads.
- Sequoia Forest Supervisor's Order 77-3 Maximum
Decibel Ratings.
- Other applicable State and local regulations.

® Enforce rules governing noise within recreational areas:

- 36 CFR 261.10 (H) Operating or using in or near a
campsite, developed recreation site... any device
which produces noise...in such a manner and at
such a time as to unreasonably disturb any person.

- 3B CED 281,10 (D) Discharging a firearm wrthin 150
yards of campsites, developed recreation site, or a
body of water...

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-

l ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
litary Overflights ® Coordinate with applicable military bases to seek meth- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Meet as needed
ods to minimize noise impacts from overflights. & MWDR
o Implement any appropriate mitigation measures from | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Upon completion of Study
study results (Overiflight Study of 1887). 1 &MWDR )
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Scenic*
ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Recreation Enforce state and federal noise standards for OHV use: MWDR All encounters
36 CFR 261.13 (D) Violation of any applicable noise
emission standards established by Federal or State
agency.
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation®
ACTNVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Recreation ® Establish "quiet zones® and launch time restrictions for | CMDR Effective immediately

All encounters

Effective immediately
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - ADMINISTRATION -

ASSUMPTION - The Sequoia and Inyo National Forests will not establish separate functional orgamzatrons to ‘
manage the Kern W&SR corridor. h

OBJECTIVE - Manage the W&SR corridor to comply with the intent of the W&SR Act while ensuring operations
are performed in an efficient and cost-effective manner.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES '

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

Administration & WE&SR corridors within the National Wildemness Preser- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
vation System, as established by or pursuantto the Actof | & MWDR
September 3, 1964 (P.L. 88-577), shall be subject to the
provisions of both the Wilderness Act and the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, as amended (P.L. 90-542). in the event
of conflict beiween provisions of these Acts, the more
restrictive provisions shall apply.

© On-the-ground administration will be conducted by the | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
respective Ranger Districts based on the physical location | & MWDR
of each river segment:

North Fork

Segment 2 Tule River & Cannell Meadow Ranger
Districts, Sequoia National Forest & Mt.
Whitney Ranger District, Inyo National
Forest.

Segment 3 Tule River, Cannell Meadow, & Hot
Springs Ranger Districts, Sequoia Na-
tional Forest & Mt. Whitney Ranger Dis-
trict, Inyo National Forest.

Segment 4 Cannell Meadow & Hot Springs Ranger
District, Sequoia National Forest.

South Fork
Segments 2 > 2A Canneil Meadow Ranger
District, Sequoia National
Forest.
Segments 3 & 4 Cannell Meadow Ranger

Forest & Mt Whitney
Ranger District, Inyo Na-
tional Forest.

Segments 5, 5A & 6 Mt. Whitney Ranger Dis-
trict, inyo National Forest.

® rFiace emphasis on promoting cooperative funding, | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, As opportunities oaccur
cost-share agreements, partnerships, and volunteerism | & MWDR
with the private sector and other agencies in the manage-
ment of the Kern W&SR.
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. RESOURCE CATEGORY - AIR QUALITY

' ASSUMPTION - Long-term air quality impacts will continue to be influenced by the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin.

" sasport of pollutants will be accomplished in the warm summer months, by strong diurnal up-canyon winds.

. rt-term impacts will continue to occur from both planned and unplanned activities and events, e.g., smoke from
wildfire and from prescribed burning.

OBJECTIVES - Meet the administrative requirements of the Clean Air Act (42 LLS.C. 7401 et. seq.)

-Comply with all pertinert federal, state and local air pollution requirements, as required by Part A, Section 118 of

the CAA.
-Support multi-agency monitoring programs, provided the W&SR’s outstandingly remarkable values can be
protected.
l ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES
ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
l All management ® During NEPA analysis, potential air quality impacts shall | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Project planning & analy-
activities, as applica- | be considered for proposed projects, when appropriate. | & MWDR sis
ble
' ® The Forest Service shall respond to appropriate plan- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, During off-forest project
ning authorities when developments/actions proposed off | & MWDR planning & analysis
national forest land may impact W&SR resources/
' activities.
® Prescribed burning will be accomplished in accordance | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, All prescribed burning
with Air Pollution Control District regulations and within | & MWDR projects
., approved prescriptions.
" ® Smoke and dust pollution from wildfires shall be consid- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, | All wildfires that require
ered in the preparation of all Escaped Fire Situation Analy- | MWDR, & assigned an EFSA
. sis (EFSA). Incident Commanders
l OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *"Wild* and "Wild 1*
1
. ACTVITY ACTIOMNS ) \ RESPCHCIZILTY I WHEN )
All management ® Protect the Class | Airshed over the Dome Land Wilder- | CMDR During project planning
activities, as applica- | ness. & implementation
ble
® Protect other *Wild"® river segments (Class i areas) simi- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, During project planning
lar to the Class | Airshed. & MWDR & implementation
¢ Allow monitoring of air quality within the W&SR corridor | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, As needed or required
to detect current and potential degradation and imple- | & MWDR
ment recommended abatement measures.
i OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Scenic* and "Recreation”
ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
' All management Ensure that smoke and dust abatement procedures are | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, During project implemen-
‘ivities, as applica- | followed on nearby timber sales, road construction/ | MWDR, SFE, & IFE tation
: reconstruction projects, fire suppression, prescribed
' | buming, and other land management activities.
l Comprehensive Management Plan - 12



RESOURCE CATEGORY - HERITAGE RESOURCES

ASSUMPTION - Surveys will normally be accomplished as specific projects are proposed. Low incidences
vandalism may occur in OCs *Wild" and *Wild 1*. Greater incidences of vandalism may occur in the more access\.
OC *Scenic* and OC "Recreation".

OBJECTIVE - Identify and evaluate heritage resource sites in a manner compatible with the management objec-

tives of the riverand i

o~~~
TR L

ordance with 2C CFR 800. Protect sites in accordance witni relevarni iaws and reguiations.

Where and when appropriate, provide interpretive service to the public about highly significant sites.

All OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

All management
activities, as applica-
ble

* Heritage resources shall continue to be managed and
protected as required by the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act of 1966, Archaeological Resources Protection Act
of 1979, and Forest Service policy (FSM 2360).

® Enforce laws and regulations to discourage vandalism
and theft of heritage resources,

® Encourage scientific research by educational institu-
tions to expand the heritage resource data base.

e Conduct inventories for every proposed project and
identify heritage resources that may be eligible for inclu-
sion in the National Register of Historic Places.

® |dentify important properties that are vulnerable to de-
tection or destruction. Concentrate initial effort on areas
within the W&SR corridor that have not yet been signifi-
cantly impacted, but have a high probability of future
impact.

® Develop and implement strategies, including limiting
and distributing use, for the protection of significant heri-
tage resource sites. Provide interpretation of suitable sites
to the public, when and where appropriate.

Authorized Forest
Officers

Authorized Forest
Officers

SFREO & IFREO

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR, SFREO &
IFREO

Effective immediately.

Effective immediately
As opportunities occur

Project planning & analy-

Sis

Complete analysis by FY
o7 (

Develop & begin imple-
menting strategies by FY
97

Comprehensive Management Plan - 13
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - LAND OWNERSHIP AND USE
ASSUMPTION - Lands-related issues will continue to be addressed on a case-by-case basis, depending largely
priority and budgetary constraints. Special-use applications for activities within the W&SR corridor will continue
ncrease, particularly in the more accessible river segments.

OBJECTIVES - Cooperate with private land owners, local and State governments, and other Federal agencies to

meet demonstrated public need for recreational and other opportunities within and adjacent to the W&SR corridor.

-Issue appropriate special use authorizations according to law, regulations, and policy for occupancy and use of
land in a manner consistent with the purposes of the W&SR designation.

All OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Land Ownership & | e Acquire scenic and/or access easements when neces- | SFREO & IFOO As opportunities occur
Use sary to protect the river's outstandingly remarkable val-

ues. if a conflict arises concerning land acquisition, the
following priorities will be established:
- Priority 1 - *Recreation® river corridors
- Priority 2 - *Scenic® river corridor
- Priority 3 - "Wild" river corridors outside wilderness-
es
- Priority 4 - "Wild" river corriders within wildernesses

© Work with Tulare County to establish compatible zoning | CMDR & HSDR Determine appropriate
within the W&SR corridor. Negotiate cooperative agree- zoning changes within
ments and a Memorandum of Understanding with the the corridor by FY 97

county, if necessary.

& Work cooperatively with property owners to avoid the | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Prior to private property
need for acquiring scenic/access easements. & MWDR development

® Issue non-recreation special-use permits within the cor- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, When new permits are
ridor only if such use is compatible with W&SR designa- | & MWDR requested and prior to
tion and the identified outstandingly remarkable values permit renewal

can be protected. Where and when necessary, revise ap-
proved terms and conditions for authorizations to fit the
use, management considerations, and conditions of
WA&SR designation.

e On the Sequoia, determine which system trails within | Sequoia Forest Trails During analysis & prepa-

WA&SR corridors have no legal right-of-way (R/W). Interdisciplinary Team ration of Sequoia Forest
Trails Plan
@& On the Inyo National Forest, determine which system | IFOO Complete by FY 95

trails located within W&SR corridors have no legal R/W.

o Seek to acquire legal R/W through private property for | SFREO & IFOO As opportunities occur

needed system trails.

e Determine what parcels need surveying and posting of | SFREO & IFOO Complete evaluation by

land lines between private land and National Forest within FY 98 & commence

WA&SR corridors. ‘ survey & posting as
needed

Comprehensive Management Plan - 14



All OPPORTUNITY CLASSES (continued)

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Land Ownership & | e Develop cost-share agreements between land owners, | SFREO & IFOO Aloppommm(
Use (Cont.) if possible to survey and post needed boundaries.
® Aggressively identify and resolve current encroach- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Identify by FY 97, then
ments. & MWDR resolve as soon as budget
= — T N - ) and personne! aticw
® Development of any new hydroelectric power facilitiesis | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
prohibited. The existing diversion project located on the | & MWDR
North Fork will be allowed to remain, subject to FERC
licensing, as authorized by the Wild and Scenic River Act
(P.L. 100-174). The licensee may continue the operation
and maintenance of this facility and appurtenances, in-
cluding the reconstruction or replacement of facilities, to
the same extent as existed on the date of the Kern W&SR
Act.
® New flood control dams, levees, or other such works are | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately

prohibited.

® New water supply dams and major diversions are pro-
hibited.

® New transmission, gas, water, and other such lines are
prohibited in the corridor within designated Wildemesses,
unless the President deems them necessary. Such lines
are discouraged in all W&SR corridors outside designated
Wilderness,

& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Comprehensive Management Plan - 15
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT

__ ’-

SUMPTION - The potential for improving range forage production and/or increasing cattle grazing is good
nin Opportunity Class *Wild", particularly North Fork Segment 2 and South Fork Segments 2 and 6, *Wild 1* South
Fork Segment 4, from the lower end of Monache Meadow to the South Fork Bridge, and within the *Scenic* South
Fork, Segment 5. However, it is expected that cattle use will initially remain constant and experience gradual
decreases over time. Some degree of conflict between grazing and recreation use will continue.

OBJECTIVES -Allow grazing use and improvements that are compatibie with Wild and Scenic River legislation and
objectives for *Wild®, *Wild 1%, *Scenic", and "Recreation" segments. Ensure identified outstandingly remarkable
values are protected.

-In Opportunity Classes *"Wild" and *Wild 1*, within Wildernesses, continue to manage wildemess grazing in a
manner that utilizes the forage resources in accordance with established wilderness objectives (36 CFR 293.7).

-Rangeland vegetation will be managed to protect soil and water resources, to provide for ecological diversity, to
improve or maintain environmental quality, and to meet public needs for appropriate interrelated resources such
as public pastures and grazing uses.

-Provide for livestock forage, wildlife food and habitat, outdoor recreation, and other resource values dependent
on rangeland vegetation.

All OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Livestock Manage-

® Follow standards indicated in the current Range Analy-

cess to modify grazing practices, if necessary (Best Man-
agement Practices: BMP 9.1; see Appendix F).

e Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices for
Grazing, (BMP 8.1 through 8.4; See Appendix F).

e Ouiside Wilderness, prescribed fire will be aliowed to
meet established resource management objectives such
as range improvement.

@ Establish end of grazing season channel configuration
transects (General Aquatic Wildlife Survey) and associat-
ed bank trampling transects (USFS 1990) within respec-
tive channel reaches. Monitor for change and adherence
to Forest Handbook and the FLRMPs.

e Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.7 (Live-
stock).

& When grazing use is reduced or discontinued o ine
Sequoia NF, consider not re-issuing a permit.

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMER, HSDR, TRDR

Effective immediately

ment sis Handbook (R-5 FSH 2209.21). & MWDR
o Complete and/or update needed Allotment Manage- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Complete/update AMPs
ment Plans (AMPs) within the cormridor. Use the AMP pro- | & MWDR by FY 96

Effective immediately

As apportunities occur

Establish by FY 95

Effective immediately

Ac grezing use is reduscad
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild* and *Wild 1*

i}

-
- B

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN (
Livestock Manage- ® Within Wildernesses, permit grazing use to levels au- | CMDR, TRDR, & MWDR Eﬂodwoimm.dido'yo\r ;
ment thorized under the Wilderness Act, and manage in accord- as plans are developed

ance with the AMPs.
® Fermenent o temporar, modifications 16 giazitiy fhec- | CMDR, HSOR, TROR, " A8 required 1o accomglish |
tices can be made to accomplish specific resource man- | & MWDR specific resource man-
agement goals, e.g., Golden Trout habitat improvement, agement goals that are
riparian vegetation protection, etc. This could include the compatible with both
need to install additional range improvements, such as Wildemness and W&SR
fencing. When temporary reductions in grazing occur, legislation objectives &
AMPs must specify the conditions whereby a return to the policies
authorized level will be permitted.

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Scenic* and "Recreation®

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Livestock Manage- ® Livestock grazing and range improvements will be au- | CMDR, HSDR, & MW- Effective immediately
ment thorized and managed to ensure that the W&SR's out- | DR

standingly remarkable values will be protected.

® Within "Recreation* corridors, suitable fencing will be
allowed adjacent to developed recreation sites, as need-
ed, to avoid conflicts between cattle and recreation use.

® Within North Fork Segment 4, (east side of the river),
grazing would not be authorized from approximately late
April to mid-October.

® Within South Fork Segment 5, establish vegetation com-
position transects and photo points in meadows and
browse areas to monitor species changes toward or away
from desired plant communities.

CMDR & MWDR

MWDR

Identify campgrounds
that need fencing; fence

e G0 BN BB B me s s
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - MINERALS

SUMPTION - Activity of existing mining claims, that prove to have valid discoveries, is expected to remain low
~_pportunity Classes where mining claims presently exist. Operation of existing mining claims will continue to
be affected by fluctuations in the market value of minerals and the national interest in strategic and critical minerals.

OBJECTIVES - Provide for the continuing right to conduct mining activities under the General Mining Laws,

provided provisions ot the W&SR Act and the rules and regulations ccvering the Na‘uonal Forests are comptied
with.

-For Opportunity Class *Wild*, ensure that operations of existing valid mining claims are conducted in an environ-
mentally sound manner and that these activities are integrated with the planning and management of other

resources and activities appropriate to *"Wild" river corridors.

ed within the corridor. Subject to valid existing rights,
"Wild" river segments are withdrawn from further mineral
entry.

® Subject to regulations (36 CFR 228), existing valid min-
ing claims and mineral leases will be allowed to continue,
and unauthorized use shall be contested. Existing mineral
activity mmt be conducted in a manner that minimizes
suriac: Zicturbancs, Sediindinalivii, poiLtic 7, and . .suai
impairme:t. Reasonable access will be pormrﬁed

@ Determine validity of existing mining claims.

® No mineral exploration, leasing, or development (in-
cluding geothermal) will be allowed.

® No sale or exportation of common variety minerals will
be allowed.

& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES
ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Mining ® All waters within the W&SR corridor are closed to dredg- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
ing. & MWDR
® Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices CMDR,HSDR, TRDR, & | Effective immediately
(BMPs) for mining (BMP 3.1 through 3.3; see Appendix F). | MWDR
OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild* and "Wild 1*
l ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
ling e New mining claims and mineral leases will be prohibit- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Determine validity when

Plan of Operation is
submitted

Effective immediately

Effective immediately
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Scenic* and "Recreation®

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Mining

® New mining claims and mineral leases, including geo-
thermal will be allowed and existing valid operations will
be allowed to continue. Activity must be conducted in a
manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimenta-
tion, pollution, and visual impairment, and shall be operat-
=c inaccordance with *he regulctions in 25 OFR Part 228
and FLRMP direction (BMP 3.1; see Appendix F).

© Determine validity of existing mining claims.

* No sales or exiraction of common variety minerals will
be allowed.

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-

Effective immediately |

Determine validity when
Plan of Operation is
submitted

Effective immediately
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - PROTECTION

ASSUMPTIONS - Both natural and human-caused fires will continue to occur. The risk of human-caused fires will
:ase relative to increased recreation use.

-Natural insect and disease infestations will continue to occur. Conditions, such as drought, will cause cyclic
epidemic insect and disease infestations.

ORJECTIVES - Provide a fire managemcrn program that protects ine WaSh s outsiandingry raimarkabie vaces
and minimizes losses and serious or long-lasting adverse affects to other resources within the corridor.

-For Opportunity Classes "Wild" and "Wild 1*, do not control insect or plant disease outbreaks unless it is necessary
to prevent unacceptable damage to resources on adjacent lands or to *"Wild" river values due to exotic pests.

-For Opportunity Classes "Scenic® and "Recreation*, reduce the impacts of forest pests in a manner compatible with
the river segment classifications.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Fire Suppression

Insects & Disease

® Ensure alternatives within the Escaped Fire Situation
Analysis (EFSA) mitigate adverse impacts to the W&SR
corridor.

® Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices
(BMPs) for Fire Suppression and Fuels Management
(BMP 6.1 through 6.6; see Appendix F).

& Outside Wildernesses, prescribed fire will be allowed to
meet established resource management objectives such
as fuels hazard reduction. Prepare and follow an ap-
proved Fire Management Plan.

® Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.5 (Fire).

® Allow insect and disease infestations to run their natural
course except when control is necessary to prevent unac-
ceptable demage to resources or spread w adjacant pri-
vate land.

® Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices for
pesticide management (BMPs 5.8 through 5.14; see Ap-
pendix F).

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, & Assigned
Incident Commanders

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, assigned Inci-
dent Commanders, &
Rehabilitation Teams

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Authorized Forest
Officers

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

All wildfires that require
an EFSA

All wildfire incidents

All planned prescribed
fires

All encounters

As infestations occur

Effective immediately

Comprehensive Management Plan - 20



OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild* and *Wild 1*

ACTVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

Fire Suppression

e Within Wildernesses, use a *confine’ or "contain® sup-
pression strategy for wildfire when public safety is not
compromised, adjacent resources can be protected, and
other constraints (air quality, watershed, etc.) can be met.
A "control* strategy will be applied to all other fires, includ-

-ing-ell. unplopned-humep-oausod fizecusing-apEropFate—

FLRMP area prescriptions. Once developed, Wilderness
fire management will follow the direction in the Wilderness
Fire Management Plan.

e Apply low impact suppression tactics such as reliance
upon natural barriers, unless direct attack is needed to
protect people or adjacent private property. Favor the use
of water over land disturbances. Favor cold-trailing over
handline construction. Limit and tightly control use of
mechanized equipment.

® Within Wildemesses, obtain approval prior to emergen-
cy use of the foliowing suppression activities: Regional

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, & assigned
Incident Commanders

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, & assigned
Incident Commanders

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, & assigned

All fire incidents

All fire incidents

All fire incidents

Forester approval for tractor use and/or for heliport con- | Incident Commanders
struction; appropriate Forest Supervisor approval for he-
lispot construction, retardant application, other than short-
term fugitive-dye, chain saws, wheeled vehicles, and
generators. For "Wild® segments outside Wildemesses,
obtain prior approval from the applicable District Ranger
for the aforesaid suppression activities.
® Whenever feasible, avoid establishing fire camps, stag- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, All fire incidents
ing areas, and other concentrations of equipment/ | MWDR, & assigned
personnel within the the corridor. Incident Commanders
|
Insects & Disease ® Prevent unnatural ioss to *Wild" river values because of | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, As needed b
exotic pests and diseases. & MWDR J
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Scenic”
ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Fire Suppression e Control all wildfires. Use suppression techniques that | MWDR & assigned All fire incidents
minimize landscape alteration and ground disturbance. | Incident Commanders
Limit and tightly control use of mechanized equipment.
e Whenever feasible, avoid establishing fire camps, stag- | MWDR & assigned All fire incidents
ing areas, and other concentrations of equipment/ | Incident Commanders
personnel within the corridor.
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation”
I | |
H ACTIVITY ACTIONS HRESPONSIBILITY | WHEN

Fire Suppression

® Control all wildfires. Use suppression techniques that
minimize landscape alteration and ground disturbances.
Limit and tightly control use of mechanized equipment.

CMDR, HSDR, MWDR,
& assigned Incident
Commanders,

All fire incidents
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION

ASSUMPTIONS - With over 50% of California’s population within a few hours of the Kern W&SR, the need for
ent and potential visitors to obtain basic information is high and will increase initially after the release of this
nagement plan. The public is generally not involved in Forest activities and, consequently, is uninformed. This
results in a lack of understanding and support for certain land management programs, abuse of public facilities,
unacceptable resource damage, person-caused wildfires, and serious accidents.

—

-For Opportunity Ciasses "Wild* and *Wild 1*, contact with visitors will continue to be infrequent. Bulletin boards at
trailheads and ranger stations located outside the corridor will be the primary contact points.

For Opportunity Class *Scenic®, contact with visitors will be more frequent because Blackrock Visitor Information
Station is located at the primary entry point into the corridor and the presence of Forest Service Officers who reside
at Monache Meadows during the primary use season.

For Opportunity Class "Recreation®, contact with visitors will be easier and more frequent because of the strategic
location of visitor contact points such as Ranger Stations and the presence of Forest Service Officers within the
corridor, generally on a year-long basis.

OBJECTIVES - Use information, education, and interpretive services as a management tool in the development
of public and in-service understanding of identified outstandingly remarkable values, opportunities, and protection
needs within the W&SR river corridor.

-implement interpretive programs that help solve user conflicts and to increase visitor understanding of natural and
heritage history within the corridor.

-Continue to cooperate with interpretive associations, such as 3-FIA, and nurture these relationships.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

Public Information,

Education & Interpre-

tive Services

® Prepare information handouts to explain the attributes | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Complete by FY 96

of the North and South Forks of the Kern W&SR. Focus on | & MWDR

the following categories: i

- Visitor opportunities, - s

Visitor health and safety.

- River etiquette to ensure the rights of others are
respected.

- Environmental education and ethics.

- OHV opportunities and etiquette.

- Purpose of and need for low level military over-
flights.

® Update applicable public information handouts to incor- | CMDR & MWDR Complete by FY 96
porate certain Kern W&SR Comprehensive Management
Plan management directions.

@ Educatz the public that caiile gra~ing can bz used as a CMOR. HSDR. TROR. 1 Comiete by ST
management tool to improve fishery and wiiaiifa habitat | & MWDR.
under certain circumstances.
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ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES (continued)

ACTNVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

",

Public Information,
Education & Interpre-
tive Services (Cont.)

® Prepare an Interpretive Plan promoting W&SR values.,
Include ways to communicate the information effectively
for people with different kinds of disabilities. Focus on the
following attributes and activities:

- Appreciation and protection of the W&SR's out-
siandingly remarkatie vaioss, =

- Interpretive facility needs, e.g., signing, bulletin
boards, trailhead displays, self-guided auto tour,
etc.

- Pamphlets, newspaper articles, local Forest Serv-
ice A .M. radio frequency, and other forms of written
and verbal communication to increase public
awareness, particularly in the areas of public health
and safety.

- Multiple use activities, as appropriate within *Sce-
nic* and “Recreation® river corridors,

CMDR - coordinate
with MWDR

Complete by FY 97

e
F

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild" and "Wild 1*

ACTMVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

Public Information,
Education, & Interpre-
tive Services

@ Determine and initiate/prepare information, education,
and interpretive services (outside Wildemness) for public
use to help reduce impacts from users ("Leave No Trace"),
and to reduce conflicts with other users.

® Convey information, education and interpretive services
using off-site methods (outside *Wild" river corridors).

CMDR & MWDR

CMDR & MWDR

Initiate immediately

Effective immediately

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Scenic*

ACTVOTY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Public Information,
Education, & interpre-
tive Services

® Continue to use current information and education serv-
ices and methods to reduce impacts on resources and
contflicts with other users, e.g., emphasizing self-service,
one-nage fact sheets, medis relzzecs, ate.

® Bulletin boards and other appropriate on-site facilities
and techniques would be allowed within the corridor in
areas of concentrated public use or where needed.

MWDR

MWDR

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation®

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Public Information, ® Bulletin boards and other appropriate on-site facilities | CMDR Effective immediately
Educaticn & internre- | and techniques would be allowed within the corridor in
tive Seivices areas oi concentrated public us< o whers needed. H
® Strive to develop a Partnership with outfitter/guides to | CMDR if feasible, develop part-

train people with the knowledge and skills to provide inter-
pretive and visitor information services.

nership by FY 85
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - RECREATION

UMPTIONS - Within Opportunity Classes "Wild" and *Wild 1%, recreation use will experience some increase,
Vthe area will not become overcrowded. Types of recreation activities and use patterns will not substantially
change. Rafting/kayaking, hiking, undeveloped camping, horseback riding, and fishing will continue to constitute
the primary activities.

Jwithin Opportunity Class *Scenic’, recreation use wili experience some increase; yéi tne area wili not become

overcrowded. Types of recreation activities and use patterns will not substantially change. Off-highway vehicle use,
undeveloped camping, hunting, and fishing will continue to constitute the primary activities.

-Within Opportunity Class *Recreation®, recreation use will continue to increase steadily as individuals, primarily
from the heavily populated areas in Southemn California, seek open space and abundant recreational opportunities.
The primary recreational pursuits will continue to be developed and dispersed camping, fishing, picnicking, and
whitewater boating. '

OBJECTIVES - Within Opportunity Classes *"Wild* and *Wild 1*, provide river recreation opportunities emphasizing
a Recreation Opportunity Spectrum of Primitive to Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized. Allow undeveloped activities that
harmonize with the natural setting. Manage use by establishing as few regulations as possible. Provide opportuni-
ties that offer considerable physical challenge and require well-developed outdoor skills.

-Within Opportunity Class "Scenic®, provide visitors with a semi-primitive atmosphere with some opportunity for
solitude and isolation. Encounters with other visitors will frequently occur during the primary use season from May
through October. Opportunities to utilize outdoor skills and experience challenges are primarily centered around
river and motorized related activities. ‘

-Within Opportunity Class "Recreation”, provide a wide variety of recreation opportunities emphasizing a Roaded
ural and Rural recreation experience. Emphasize both developed and dispersed recreation opportunities. Do
provide highly developed facilities such as swimming pools, tennis courts, and golf courses. Manage the area
‘establishing regulations that maintain or achieve adequate user safety and experience levels.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

All Recreation Activi- | e Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices for | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
ties Rerreation (BMPs 4 1 thrangh 4.11; see Aprendix F), & gAMNO . . :

e Continue to promote programs such as ‘River Eti- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effectively immediately
quette®, "Leave No Trace®, "Pack-In, Pack-Out' to educate | & MWDR
recreation users to respect the rights or others and to
minimize impacts to natural resources.

@ Initiate research projects to analyze the impacts to natu- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, When budget and person-

ral resources within the corridor from recreation. & MWDR nel permit
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ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES (continued)

ST T T T 8 Al waiers within the Kern WESH cuinidor are cioses i | CMDR, HSOR, 1A, clieclive iinmediately B

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN |
All Recreation Activi- | ® New trail construction will be designed to reduce user | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Mlndwb;ﬁul;t
ties conflicts. & MWDR Trails schedule and the
pending Sequoia Forest
Trails Plan

recreational dredging. & MWDR

® Allow the rerouting of existing trails and construction of | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, As indicated by Inyo
new trails that would direct users away from private land, | & MWDR Trails schedule and the
heritage resources, sensitive vegetation, critical wildlife pending Sequoia Forest
habitat, small streams, and steep siopes where soil ero- Trails Plan

sion is more likely.

® Seek to acquire legal RW through private property for | SFREO & IFE As opportunities occur
needed system trails.

® Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.58a and | Authorized Forest Effective immediately
Forest Order 83-8 for restrictions on number of days al | Officers

lowed for camping.
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild* and "Wild 1*

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

sating

@ North Fork Private Boating Use
- Boating will be allowed on all river segments out-
side the Sequoia National Park.
- Use will be allowed seven (7) days per week.
- Maximum of fifteen (15) people will be allowed to

CMDR & TRDR

Effective immediately

taomch-sach day on the Wildemesses and Forks
Runs

- Maximum group size will be limited to fifteen (15)
poeople on the Wilderness and Forks Runs.

® North Fork Commercial Boating Use

- An equal amount of established boating use must
be maintained for the non-commercial public.

- Boating will be aliowed below the Forks of the Kern
(just inside the Golden Trout Wilderness) to the
Johnsondale Bridge takeout (*Forks Run").

- Use will be allowed seven (7) days per week.

- Use will be limited to fifteen (15) people per day.

- Maximum group size will be limited to fifteen (15)
people, excluding guides.

¢ This Plan will supercede the 1982 Kern River Whitewater
Floating Plan for the Upper Kern River,

@ investigate, with the help of the commercial outfitter/
guides, the potential for a commaercial whitewater boating
run ("Wilderness Run®) within the GTW, with possible
launch site near Soda Flat, as part of the review for the
Management Direction for the GTW .

@ South Fork Private Boating Use
- Boating will be allowed on all river segments out-
side Wilderness.
- Use will be allowed seven (7) days per week.
- Maximum group size will be limited to fifteen (15)
people within Wildernesses and eighteen (18) peo-
ple outside Wildernesses.

® South Fork Commercial Boating Use

- No commercial boating will be authorized at this
time, .ivectigate, with the assistance of commerciai voai-
ing permittees, the potential to allow commercial boating
on selected segments of the South Fork.

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR & MWDR

CMDR & MWDR

Effective immediately

Effectively immediately

Complete investigation
by FY 97

Effective immediately

Complete investigation
upon appolicant recuest
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild® and *Wild 1* (continued)

Trails Plan.

o Within Wildernesses, paily size will Be limied 1o 15 |
people and stock per party will be limited to 25 head of
pack or saddle stock.

® Loose herding of pack and saddle stock will be allowed
only where trail conditions make it unsafe to tie stock
together.

* Maintain existing trail bridges (2) located at boundary of
North Fork Segments 1 and 2 and north of confluence with
North Fork Kern and Hockett Peak Creek and on the (2)
trail bridges located on South Fork, Segment 4 for user
safety and resource protection purposes. Use fords at
stream crossings and at other locations unless additional
bridges are absolutely needed for safety. Construct any
needed bridges using materials and methods that best
preserve wilderness/primitive values,

¢ New trailheads will not be allowed within river corridor
boundaries. Allow construction of trailheads adjacent to
the corridor only when needed to funnel and/or to redis-
tribute use.

® Motorized/mechanized (except wheelchairs used by
people with disabilities) use will not be allowed within
Wildemesses. Mechanized use will be allowed within
"Wild® corridors outside Wildernesses.

& Mark Wildemess boundaries, where acceptable

¢ Maintain trail signs to be unobtrusive and not detract
from the surrounding environment, using Wilderness sig-
nage standards.

® Outside Wildernesses, post aluminum Wild and Scenic
River logo boundary signs where major system trails enter
the river corridor. Inside Wildernesses, signing would be
done only as it is compatible with wildermess values,

e Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.12 (Forest
Roads and Trails) and 36 CFR 261.18 (Pacific Crest Trail).

| CMDR, TRDF, & MWDSH |

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Authorized Forest
Officers

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Trails ® Specific trail use and facilities within the Sequoia Na- | CMDR, HSDR, & TRDR | Effective upon oomptoé
tional Forest portions of "Wild" river segments will be man- & approval of the Sequoia
aged in accordance with the pending Sequoia Forest Forest Trails Plan

“Elfective immediately |

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

When budget & person-
nel permit

Effective immediately

Complete by FY 96

All encounters

Py | e —————— —

e

‘ M -
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild" and "Wild 1" (continued)

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

ails (Cont)

& Maintain existing trail system within the river corridor to
assigned maintenance levels or in accordance with the
Inyo FLRMP and the pending Sequoia Forest Trails Plan.

North Fork, Segment 2

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

On-going

Trall # Trall Name ™ e anance N
Level
33E01 Lewis Camp 3
33E05 Hole-in-Ground 1
33E10 Doe Meadow 3
33E19 Sacratone Flat 3
33E20 Kern Flat 3
33E21 Lion’s Trail 2
33E22 Rattlesnake 4
33E23 North Rincon 3
34E10 Golden Trout Cr. 3
34E14 Right Stringer 1
North Fork, Segment 3
Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level

32E23 Needles Creek 1
32E29 Bean Camp 1
32E40 Durrwood 1
32E44 Durrwood Camp 2
33E23 Rincon 1
33E30 Kern River Up 3

South Fork, Segment 2
Trail # Trail Name

PCT2000 Pacific Crest

35E10 Dome Land
35E12 Manter Creek
35E16 Rockhouse Basin
36E05 Long Valley

South Fork, Segment 4
Trail # Trail Name

PCT2000 Pacific Crest

35E14 Deer Mountain
36E01 Wildrose
36E04 Honey Bee
37E01 Haiwee Pass

South Fork, Segment 5A
Trail # Trail Name

35E12 Bakeoven

Maintenance
Level

WWw =N~

Maintenance
Level

NNVNNWH

Maintenance
Level

3
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild* and "Wild 1* (continued)

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

Trails (Cont)

Recreation use &
facilities other than
boating & trails

South Fork, Segment 6

e Limit the amount and kind of structural campsite im-
provements. Maintain all camps free of structures such as
benches, tables, shelters, hanging poles, etc.

¢ Camping and campfires will not be allowed closer than
one hundred (100) feet of the river's edge, tributaries,
system trails, and meadows within the river corridor.
Where terrain does not permit the 100-foot setback, camp-
ing and campfires will not be allowed closer than 25 feet
of the river's edge, tributaries, system trails, and meadows
within the river corridor.

¢ Advocate and enforce the Pack-in, Pack-Out policy for
trash, and the "Leave No Trace" program to minimize the
impacts to natural resources.

@ Investigate the possibility of providing a portable toilet
facility, that meets wilderness standards, at the Forks of
the Kemn.

¢ Investigate the possibility of providing toilet facilities,
that meet wilderness standards, at Kemn Lakes and Kern
Flat.

o New commercial ouffitter/guide permits can be issued,
except for stock packers within the Goiden Trout Wilder-
ness. Current outfitter/guide permits can be replaced
through changes in ownership or by prospectus.

@ Provide periodic, but scheduled, ranger patrols.
Provide patrols especially during periods of heavy use,
including deer hunting season.

® Apply LAC process to determine evidence of overuse
and to determine how best to correct the situaticn.

¢ Enfcrce applicable ssctions of 36 CFR 261.10 (Occu-
pancy and Use}, 36 CFR 261.11 (Sanitation), and 36 CFR
261.16 (National Forest Wildemess).

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

TRDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR &
MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Authorized Forest
Officers

Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level
34E07 Siberian Pass 2
34E10 Golden Trout 4
34E12 Ramshaw 3
34E13 Kemn Peak 2
35E04 Trail Pass 3
35E04.3 McConnel Meadow 2
35E06 Mulkey/Templeton 2
35E10 Templeton/Monach 3
35E22 Strawberry 2

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Issue new permits when
a public need is demon-
strated and the service
cannot be provided
elsewhere

Effective immediately

On-going.

All encounters

_.d
R
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Scenic*®

| actwmy

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

oating

z
l
1

Trails

v

® Private Boating Use
- Boating will be allowed seven (7) days per week.
- Quotas will only be established if necessary to as-
sure the quality of the boating experience or to
protect natural and heritage resources.

T = Hheximunegroups size-with o tirnited-tu—eighteen 1

(18) people.

& Commercial Boating Use

No commercial boating will be authorized at this

time. Investigate, with the help of the commercial outfitter/
guides, the potential for commercial whitewater rafting
within this "Scenic* segment.

@ Specific Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) use, trails, and river
crossings will be managed in accordance with the Inter-
agency Motor Vehicle Use Plan .

@ OHV use will be allowed on designated roads and trails
only. Over-snow vehicles may be used off trails unless
restricted by the Inyc's Winter Motor Vehicle Use Map.

® Continue to use fords at river crossings unless bridges
are absolutely needed for safety and/for resource protec-
tion. Construct any needed bridges using materials and
methods that best preserve the scenic values.

® Trailheads will be allowed within the river corridor when
needed to funnel and/or to distribute use.

® Maintain trail signs to be unobtrusive and not detract
from the surrounding environment.

® Post Wild and Scenic logo boundary signs where major
system trails enter the river corridor.

® Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.12 (Forest
Roads and Trails).

® Maintain existing irail system within the river corridor to
assigned maintenance levels or in accordance with the
Inyo FLRMP.

South Fork, Segment 5

Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level

35E10A 4 WD 2

35E15 4WD & Hiking 3

35E24 4WD 2

36E02 4WD 3

None (2) 4WD Rds 3

MWDR

MWDR

MWDR

MWDR

MWDR
MWDR
MWDR
Authorized Forest

Officers

MNDR

Effective irmmediately

Upon application request

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Complete by FY 96

All encounters

Dn-geing
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Scenic* (continued)

l-

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Recreation use & @ Developed recreation facilities can be provided when | MWDR As neoded (
facilities other than necessary 1o protect the scenic and resource values and/
boating & trails or for health and safety purposes.

* Camping and campfires will not be allowed closer than | MWDR Effective immediately

ot Lenured (100) feet of the river’s edge, tributaries, S T :

system trails, and meadows within the river corridor.

@ Advocate and enforce the Pack-in, Pack-Out policy for | MWDR Effective immediately

trash.

*® New commercial ouffitter/guide permits can be issued. | MWDR Issue new permits when

Current ouffitter/guide permits can be replaced through a public need is demon-

changes in ownership or by prospectus. strated and the service
cannot be provided
eisewhere

* Provide scheduled ranger patrols. MWDR On-going

Provide patrols especially during the period from opening

weekend of fishing season through the end of deer hunt-

ing season

® Evidence of overuse may result in limits on the numbers | MWDR Implement when monitor-

of recreation users and/or types of use

e Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.10 (Occu-
pancy and Use) and 36 CFR 261.11 (Sanitation).

@ Enforce applicable parts of Inyo Forest Supervisor Or-
der #4-86-3, until superceded.

Authorized Forest

Authorized Forest
Officers

ing indicates need.

All encounters

All encounters
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| Bosting

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation”

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Recreation Activi-
ues

© Investigate Partnerships with recreation users and local
Visitor Council and Chambers of Commerce to provide
shuttle service from the Kern River Valiey to Johnsondale
Bridge.

" o North rork Private Boating Use’

- Boating will be allowed from the Johnsondale
Bridge launch site to the Riverkem Beach takeout,
south of the Kern/Tulare County line ("Upper Kermn
Run®)

- Use will be allowed seven (7) days per week.

- Quotas will only be established if necessary to as-
sure a quality boating experience or to protect nat-
ural and heritage resources.

- Maximum group size will be limited to eighteen
(18) people.

- No boat launching will occur before 8:00 am or
after sunset, e.g., "moonlight trips".

- A quiet zone (no water fights, boat takeouts, etc.)
will be established where the river crosses Fairview
private property. Other quiet zones would be es-
tablished if monitoring indicates need.

o North Fork Commercial Boating Use

- An equal amount of established boating use must
be maintained for the non-commercial public.

- Boating will be allowed from the Johnsondale
Bridge launch site to Riverkern Beach takeout,
south of the Kern/Tulare County line (Upper Kemn
Run").

- Use will be aliowed seven (7) days per week.

- Use will be limited to a maximum of 180 clients-at-
one-time on the river.

- Maximum group size will be limited to thirty (30)
clients, excluding guides.

- No boat launching will occur before 8:00 am or
after sunset, e.g., “moonlight trips*.

- A quiet zone (no water fights, boat takeouts, efc.)
wiii be esiablished where ti river srocses Feairview
private property. Other quiet zones would be es-
tablished if monitoring indicates need.

- Hire seasonal River Ranger(s) to monitor whitewa-
ter boating program. Finance cooperatively with
whitewater boating and outfitter/guides, if possible.

- Designated boat launch sites will be determined in
the permittee’s Annual Whitewater Boating Operat-
ing Plan.

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

When opportunity arises

Effective immediately.
Review annually.

Effective immediately.
Review annually.

Annually
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation® (continued)

Lm

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Trails

Bosting (Cont)

® North Fork Boating Facilities

- Provide traffic control techniques, such as signing
and one-way traffic, at the Johnsondale Bridge
parking lot,

’*WWE#W Painttakeout.————— ———

- Expand Fairview put-in.

- Expand Camp 3 put-in.

- Improve Ant Canyon put-in.

- Construct new launch and takeout sites at key loca-
tions on the Upper Kemn Run.

- Add signs at launch and takeout sites to control
traffic and help avoid user conflicts.

- Allow the use of the takeout/put-in adjacent to KR-3
powerhouse, provided the activity does not inter-
fere with power plant operations.

® Monitor the use of temporary special-use permits for
group boating activities for two to three years. If it appears
that there is not a need for as many as 30 user days for
special groups, the number could be lowered.

® This Pian will supercede the 1882 Kern River Whitewater
Fioating Plan for the Upper Kern River.

® Establish Partnership agreements with commercial
boating outfitter/guide permittees to provide additional
garbage bins and portable toilets, on a cost-share basis,
at selected launch and takeout sites.

® South Fork Private Boating Use

- Boating use will be allowed seven (7) days per
week.

- Quotas will only be established to assure a quality
boating experience or 1o protect natural and heri-
tage resources.

- Maximum group size will be limited to eighteen
(18) people.

® South Fork Commercial Pasting Use - -

- Nec commercial boating /il be 2uthorized at this
tiime. Investigate, with the help of the commercial
outfitter/guides, the potential for commercial white-
water rafting within this *Recreation® segment.

® Specific trail use and facilities within the Sequoia Na-
tional Forest portions of "Recreation® river segments will
be managed in accordance with the pending Sequoia
Forest Trails Plan,

® Construct new trails, trailheads, and associated facilities
to meet recreational demand, provided the identified
W&SR's outstandingly remarkable values can be protect-
ed.

l

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR & MWDR

CHMED & MWDR

CMDR & HSDR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

Complete as budget an
manpower allow

Begin FY 95

Authorize use as needed

Beginning with the 1995
floating season

Effectively immediately

Effectively immediately

Effective immediately

Eifective immeJiitaiy

Effective upon completion
& approval of the Sequoia
Forest Trails Plan

Construct as budget &
demand permits

8
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation' (continued)

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

- N -

ils (Cont)

e Emphasize trails and associated facilities for river ac-
cess, hiking, and bicycle use over trails for motorized use.

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

As indicated by the inyo
FLRMP and the pending
Sequoia Forest Trails
Plan.

® Previde trails to the water's edge that are accecsixle b+
individuals with disabilities.

® Over-snow vehicles may be used off roads and trails
except where posted.

o Maintain trail signs to be unobtrusive and not detract
from the surrounding environment.

© Post Wild and Scenic logo boundary signs where major
system trails enter the river corridor.

® Maintain Whiskey Flat Trail bridge by painting and in-
stalling new decking.

o Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.12 (Forest
Roads and Trails) and 36 CFR 261.18 (Pacific Crest Na-
tional Scenic Trail).

o Maintain existing trail system within the river corridor to
assigned maintenance levels or in accordance with the
Inyo FLRMP and the pending Sequoia Forest Trails Plan.

North Fork, Segment 4

Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level
32E33 Flynn Canyon 3
32E34 Tobias 3
32E35 Whiskey Flat 3
33E30 River 3
33E34 Packsaddie 4
South Fork, Segment 2A
Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level
PCT2000 Pacific Crest 4
South Fork, Segment 3
Trail # Trail Name Maintenance
Level
PCT2000 Pacific Crest 4
34E08 Bittercreek 3
36E01 Wildrose 2

CMER 2 HeDR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR
CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

CMDR

Authorized Forest
Officers

CMDR, HSDR, & Mw-
DR

YWhsravor practisz!

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Complete by FY 96

Complete by FY 96

All encounters

On-going
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS

- *Recreation* (continued)

ACTNVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Recreation use &
facilities other than
boating & trails

¢ Encourage fishing and other shore-based activities or
opportunities by providing enhanced access by individu-
als with disabilities (North Fork, Segment 4):
- Provide facilities accessible by individuals with dis-
abilities at the south end of Headquarters Camp-

grounde-by rotre-filting-vari-loilets, modifing o
camp units, and providing paved access trails from

camp units to restroom and to river, if possible.
- Strive for universal design access.

- Purchase portable toilets accessible by individuals
with disabilities for use at selected dispersed areas.

® Provide portable toilets accessible by individuals with
disabilities at the Johnsondale Bridge parking area (BMP
4.5; see Appendix F)

o Develop water source and system at Limestone Camp-
ground (BMP 4.; see Appendix F)

¢ Enforce campsite number limits at the following devel-
oped campgrounds:

Limestone
Fairview
Goldledge
Hospital Flat
Camp 3
Headquarters
Kennedy Meadows

@ Analyze, design, and construct group camps (up to 25
people each) on North Fork, Segment 4. Potential sites
include:

- Modify south & north ends of Hospital Flat CG.

- Modify south end of Goldledge CG.

- Modify central area of Fairview CG.

- Undeveloped area adjacent to north end of Camp

3 campgreund.

@ Prohibit dispersed camping adjacent to the following
developed campgrounds to reduce user conflicts:
- Limestone CG.
- Other developed campgrounds, as indicated
through monitoring.

e Eliminate dispersed camping and campfires within 25
feet from the river's edge, tributaries, system trails and
meadows within the river corridor.

o Maintain vegetation in public use areas in a heaithy and
vigorous condition.

CMDR

CMDR & MWDR

CMDR & MWDR

CMDR & HSDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMDR

CMOR

DR

bR

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-

CMDR, HSRD, & MW-

Headquarters CG - FY 93

Whenever new construc-
tion or reconstruction
occurs

Purchase by FY 95

Provide by FY 95

Complete by FY 96

On-going

As budget and workforce
permit

Effective FY 95

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

@ ‘
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation" (continued)

ACTNITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

creation use &
«cilities other than
boating & trails (con-
tinued)

® Aliow additional outfitter/guide activities where opportu-
nities exist provided identified W&SR's outstandingly re-
markable values can be protected.

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

As need is determined

~ Erforse appliecble scotions of 36 CFR 261.10 !Occu-
pancy and Use), 36 CFR 261.11 (Sanitation) and 36 CFR
261.14 (Developed Recreation Sites) and 36 CFR 261.15
(Admission, Recreation Use, and Speciai Recreation Per-
mit Fees).

© investigate the need and location(s) for designated tar-
get shooting areas, within the corridor of North Fork, Seg-
ment 4.

® Establish Partnership agreements to provide additional
garbage bins and portable toilets on a cost-share basis.

Muthorized Forest
Officers

CMDR

CMDR

Al enconiziars

Complete needs assess-
ment by FY 96

Effectively immediately
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - SOILS/GEOLOGY

ASSUMPTIONS -Soil productivity will continue to be low and erosion potential relatively high in most seg
of the W&SR corridor. Soils will continue to maintain their present productivity over the long-term if the soil surf
layer is maintained and there is a continuing supply of forest humus.

-Some risk will continue to occur to people, facilities, and projects from various geologic  processes such as slope

l"\S’aD-ﬁ'fy and SEIS uv av&rvuiy

OBJECTIVES -Design and implement management practices within the W&SR corridor to maintain or improve the

long-term inherent productive capacity of the soil resource.

-Plan and conduct soil quality monitoring to determine if soil management goals, objectives, and standards are I

being achieved.

-Cooperate in the gathering and evaluation of geologic information as an integral part of administering National

Forest lands within the corridor.

-Incorporate geologic considerations in resource management plans and projects.

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

!
] .
Il . A =

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Soils

Geologic Conditions

® Perform an on-going inventory of campsites and trails
within the river corridor for evidence of overuse, including
but not limited to, soil compaction and vegetation loss.

@ Protect soil productivity through implementation of ap-
plicable Best Management Practices (BMP 1.6, 1.8, 1.13,
1.19, 1.20, 1.24, 2.2, 2.9, 2.28; see Appendix F).

@ Adhere to Forest Service Soil Management Handbook
(FSH 2509.18) to provide soil quality standards and pro-
cedures for evaluating the productive capacity of the soil,
mitigating management effects, and rehabilitating deterio-
rated soil conditions.

e Seek funding, thiueyn the Wetershea imprevemant
Needs Inventory (WINI) program and/or Green Sticker
funds to inventory and correct any erosion damage occur-
ring on abandoned roads, OHV routes, and from cattle
grazing. Stabilize and return identified routes to a more
natural condition.

® Avoid activities in geologically sensitive areas. Consider
the risk from landslides and seismic processes when plan-
ning new facilities.

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR & pvvuin

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, SFE, & IFE

Complete first inventory
by FY 96 and repeat at
S-year intervals

Effective immediately {f .

Effective immediately

Request funding by Fr
96. if funded, complete
inventoty and needed

rehabllitation by FY 97

During project/ffacility
planning and design

- EEE e R e

CPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Scenic® and "Recreation®

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Geologic Conditions

Ensure that structures can resist debris flow effects.

SFE & IFE

During facility planning
and design

Comprehensive Management Plan - 37
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

SUMPTIONS - Within Opportunity Classes *Wild* and "Wild 1*, no new roads will be constructed, and aban-
ned roads will not be obiliterated uniess required for resource protection.

-Within Opportunity Class "Scenic", existing roads within the corridor will continue to be needed

2 O re

to meet visitor and

2atION QDIeCTIVeS

ior the arca.

-Within Opportunity Class *Recreation®, some new road construction will be needed within the corridor to meet
resource and recreation objectives. Some reconstruction of Tulare County Highway SM99 may occur to accommo-
date increased traffic, primarily for safety.

OBJECTIVES - For Opportunity Classes *Wild* and *Wild 1°, provide a transportation system within the W&SR
corridor for non-motorized access and non-mechanized use (except for wheelchairs used by people with disabili-
ties) where the corridor is located within Wildernesses).

-For Opportunity Class "Scenic”, continue vehicular access to and within the W&SR corridor by 4-wheel drive or
motorcycles with no improvement to road conditions for comfort or convenience. The corridor will be accessible
in places by road. However, long stretches of conspicuous and well-travelled roads closely paralleling the riverbank
should not be allowed.

-For Opportunity Class *Recreation®, plan, develop, and manage transportation facilities and transportation modes
that provide user safety, convenience, and efficiency of operations. Coordinate with Tulare County Public Works
Department to provide access to the W&SR corridor to accomplish management direction and protection objec-

will not be aliowed within "Wild" river corridors, except for
legitimate emergencies and where approved by an au-
thorized Forest Officer. -

@ Within Wildernesses, access to private land within or
through the W&SR corridor will be determined in accord-
ance with the direction found in the Wilderness Act, appli-
cable regulations, and Forest Service policy.

& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

tives.
ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

Roads Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices for | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR & | Effective immediately
Roads (BMP 2.1 through 2.28; see Appendix F). MWDR
OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild* and *Wild 1*

ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN

Roads ® Roads or other provisions for overiand motorized travel | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately

Effective immediately
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Scenic”

Maintenance and reconstruction of existing rosds/

i taciiities wili be permitiad provided established outstand-

ingly remarkable values and other natural resources will
not be adversely impacted.

® On North Fork, Segment 4, locate areas where addition-
al turnouts can be constructed and existing turnouts can
be widened to accommodate safe vehicle parking. Once
identified, coordinate with Tulare County Public Works
Department to plan and construct/reconstruct turnouts.

e Instail W&SR Corridor entrance sign at Forest Service
Road 21508 (Road to Kennedy Meadows
Campground)(MWRD) at the Forest/private property
Loundary (MWRD).

IFE

CMDR & SFE

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN (
Roads @ New roads and associated facilities will be allowed as | MWDR & IFE As direction is provided
authorized by the Interagency Motor Vehicle Use Plan. by a pending revision of
the Interagency Motor
= -Vehicte-Lse Plan————
e Improvement to the existing road system will be for | MWDR & IFE As direction is provided
safety and road/resource protection only and not for pas- by a pending revision of
senger comfort or convenience. the interagency Motor
Vehicle Use Pian
@ Identify all roads that are unnecessary or are causing | MWDR & IFE Complete inventory by
unacceptable resource damage. Obliterate identified FY 96. Obliterate unnec-
roads on a scheduled basis. essary roads by FY 97
e Use fords at river crossings unless bridges are needed | MWDR & IFE As direction is provided
for safety and/or resource protection. Construct necessary by a pending revision of
bridges using materials and methods that best preserve the Interagency Motor
the W&SR's scenic values. Vehicle Use Plan
& Maintain road signs to be unobtrusive and not detract | MWDR As direction is provided
from the surrounding natural environment. by a pending revision of
the Interagency Motor
Vehicie Use Plan
® Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.13 (Use of | Authorized Forest All encounters
vehicles off roads). Officers
® Enforce applicable requirements of Inyo Forest Supervi- | Authorized Forest All encounters
sor Order #4-86-3, until superceded. Officers \
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation”
ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Roads o New roads and associated facilities will be allowed. | CMDR, MWDR, SFE, & | Effective immediately

Complete inventory and
contact Tulare County
Public Works Dept. by
FY 97 for possible imple-
mentation

install by FY 96
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - VEGETATION
UMPTION - Vegetative cover will be maintained or enhanced within the corridor as necessary actions are
mented to protect vegetation from a variety of damaging activities.

OBJECTIVES - Reestablish riparian areas so that they are vegetatively and hydrologically stable. These areas
should not be fragmented.

-Manage vegetation to maintain and enhance the vegetative cover, preferably by natural processes.
-Reestabilish vegetation by taking steps to protect tree and ground cover, preferably by natural vegetation.

-In areas that can support plants, the plant densities on the streambanks shouid be greater than ground cover
potential. The plant root mass should be dense and deep.

-Streamside riparian vegetation should be composed of native water dependent trees, shrubs, grasses, and forbs.
The majority of the streamside areas that can support plant growth should be dominated by willow, alder,
cottonwood, or other native trees (50% or more of the riparian areas). The age structure of the riparian trees will
vary, but a variety of riparian trees and shrubs should be present.

-Less than 25% of the streambanks should be under stress or eroding from or human-caused activities (roads,
grazing, recreation use, etc.).

‘Wet meadows should be dominated by grasses, forbs, and willows. There should be 90% or greater total
groundcover in these areas.

-Eliminate non-native plant species within the corridor except in developed recreation sites.

duct a sensitive plant survey prior to site specific projects.
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ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

Vegetation

@ Critical habitat for Threatened and Endangered (T&E)
species shall continue to be managed and protected in
accordance with the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended, and Forest Service policy.

® Riparian areas and ripanan dependent resources will be
maintained and/or improved where appropriate to sustain
overall wildlife and fisheries habitat, water quality, and
recreational opportunities, in accordance with the Se-
quoia and Inyo FLRMPs, Wilderness direction, and the
Forests' specific Riparian Standards and Guidelines.

@ Intensive timber management will not be allowed. Out-
side wildernesses, non-intensive timber management to
control insect and disease outbreaks may occur to pre-
vent unacceptable damage to resources, including adja-
cent private land.

® Firewood (dead and downed wood) gathering will be
limited to the immediate use of recreationists.

® Prescribed fire will be allowed to meet established re-
source management objectives.

® Analyze the need for meadow restoration projects and
implement as necessary.

@ Continue to adhere to Best Management Practices
(BMP 1.8, 1.18, 5.13, 6.3; see Appendix F).

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TROR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Effective immediately

Effcctive immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

1

] ’_-\. )
| —
i \ i
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i ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES (continued)
| actviry ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
— e
__ getation (Cont.) ® Enforce applicable sections of 36 CFR 261.6 (Timber & | Level IV Forest Officers | All encounters
l l other Forest Products). & Special Agents
= TUN SN TS T e e e e
l ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Vegetation @ Cutting of trees is not allowed except when necessary to | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
enhance a primitive recreation experience which in- | & MWDR
cludes, but is not limited to, clearing trails, providing user
safety, or to facilitate necessary fire suppression.
® Encourage scientific study of the wetland habitat at Kerm | CMDR, TRDR When budget and person-
Lakes. nel permit
e Encourage scientific study of the alkaline seeps at the | CMDR, HSDR When budget and person-
. Forks of the Kern. nel permit
® Encourage scientific study of the botanical features of | CMDR When budget and person-
Kern Flat. nel permit
' ® Conduct a botanical survey of Segment 5A on the South | MWDR When budget and person-
Fork nel permit
l # Protect existing Abronia alpina populations through var- | MWDR Effective immediately
ious means, including exclosure fencing, removal of
- camping sites, and elimination of encroaching trees. Pro-
K mote Abronia alpina to viable populations.
e e Continue to protect populations of Astragalus subvesti- | MWDR Effective immediately
tus
' e Prohibit overnight picketing or tethering of stock in | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
meadows. & MWDR
@ Encourage stock users to pack in their feed; require | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, Effective immediately
feed to be packed in when feed is not available and when | & MWDR !
stock grazing would damage ripaiian hatitat. }
l OPPORTUNITY CLASS - “Scenic*
' ACTVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Vegetation o Identify and strive to attain the desired plant community | MWDR Effective immediatety
within the Opportunity Class.
o Promote viable populations of Abronia alpina. ‘ MWDR Effective immediately

am G &G e e
."\.
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation”

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN /_I
Vegetation North Fork, Segment 4: _\
- Identify islands of vegetation within dispersed | CMDR Identify vegetative islanas
camping areas for the purpose of protecting vege- by FY 96. Complete
tation from vehicular traffic. Then protect by plac- protection techniques by
A |} inglarge boulders around islands, or other accept- 4 A
able proteviiun measures.
- Restrict presence of exctic tree species (i.e., locust | CMDR During project planning
trees and Tree of Heaven) to developed recreation & design

sites.
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SSUMPTIONS - The majority of recreation users will continue to require a high level of scenic beauty within the
2r corridor, including the landscape that can be seen outside the river corridor, regardless of classification.

OBJECTIVES - Establish visual management objectives for the river area that reflect the classification of the river.

RESOURCE CATEGORY - VISUAL RESOURCES

¥

-Coordingte the visual chiectives for the river with those of sdjacent National Forast Cystem lands.

-Manage the W&SR corridor to attain the highest possible visual quality commensurate with other appropriate

public uses, costs, and benefits.

OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - "Wild" and *Wild 1"

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Visual Quality Objec-
tives

G G G & & D Gy O an e oD D A0 B G G & _ae &

® Meet the following Visual Quality Objectives as indicat-
ed in the Sequoia and Inyo FLRMPs. Strive for higher
visual quality whenever practical and when compatible
with other resource objectives:

North Fork
Segment 2 Preservation
Segment 3 Retention & Partial Re-
tention
South Fork

Segments 2, 4, 5A, & 6
Preservation

® Plan and design management activities located outside
the W&SR corridor, but within view from the corridor, in
such a manner to provide special emphasis to visual qual-
ity.

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - “Scenic*

the W&SR corridor, but within view fiom the corridor, in
such a manner to provide special emphasis to visual qual-

ity.

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Visual Quality Objec- | e Meet the following Visual Quality Objective as indicated | MWDR Effective immediately
tives in the Inyo FLRMP. Strive for higher visual quality whenev-

er practical and when compatible with other resource ob-
jectives:
South Fork
Segment 5 Retention
® Plan and design management activities located outside | MWDR ( Erfectiva immcdiately
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation*

ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Visual Quality Objec- | @ Meset the following Visual Quality Objectives as indicat- | CMDR, HSDR, & Effective Immediately (
tives ed in the Sequoia and Inyo FLRMPs. Strive for higher | MWDR

visual quality whenever practical and when compatible
with other resource objectives:

North For o "
Segment 4 Retention and Partial Re-

tention

South Fork
Segment 2A Private Property
Segment 3 Retention
® Within North Fork Segment 4, manage Tulare County | CMDR Effective immediately
Highway SM99 as Sensitivity Level 1.
® Rehabilitate Brush Creek launch site and undeveloped | CMDR FY 96
camping area to meet VQOs
® Revegetate the length of the Recreation segment with | CMDR Fy g8

trees where needed to meet VQOs; preferably with native
species.
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - WATER QUALITY AND USE

SUMPTIONS - The jurisdiction of the State of California and the United States over waters included in the Kern
3R will continue to be determined by established principles of law and will be unaffected to the extent that such
Jurisdiction will be exercised without impairing the protection of the river's outstandingly remarkable values.

|,

-Cumulative Watershed Effects (CWE) analysis and Best Management Practices (BMPs) will continue to be used

and improved for the plarning and implementation of nrojects appropriate within the W&SR comider 22 pratect and
enhance the water resources.

OBJECTIVE - Protect watersheds serving the Kern W&SR by implementing practices designed to retain soil
stability, secure favorable conditions of water flow, and preserve or enhance water quality and aquatic values.

."ﬁ

posed projects and collective actions within watersheds
that serve the Kern W&SR (BMP 7.8; see Appendix F).

* Conduct management actions within or in proximity to
riparian areas to comply with E.O. 11980 and E.O. 11988
requirements, processes, and procedures, Riparian
Standards and Guidelines, and BMPs (BMP 7.1, 7.3, 7.8;
see Appendix F).

® |dentify streamside management zones and riparian
management areas within the W&SR corridor, as de-
scribed in the Riparian Management Standards and
Guidelines (BMP 1.8, 1.18, 1.19; see Appendix F).

® Ensure that recreationists locate campsites and camp-
fires away from the river's edge and tributaries within the
corridor (See Action items for Recreation: OC “Wild* &
Wiia i7, C.2, OC "Scenic’, C2; and OC *Recreaton”,
C.B)(BMP 4.5, 4.6, 4.10; see Appendix F).

® Manage grazing allotments to protect water quality (see
Livestock Management, All Opportunity Classes,
A.3)(BMP 8.1, 8.3; see Appendix F)

e Enforce applicable sections of 38 CFR 261.11
(Sanitation) (BMP 4.3, 4.5; see Appendix F).

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

Interdisciplinary Plan-
ning and Design Teams

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR

Authorized Forest
Officers

ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES
ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Water Quality & Use ® Protect water quality through implementation of appli- | CMDR, HSDR, TRDR, On-going
cable sections of Best Management Practices (All BMPs; | & MWDR
see Appendix F).
® Use Cumulative Watershed Effects (CWE) methodology | Interdisciplinary Plan- During project planning
to analyze potential direct and indirect effects from pro- | ning & Design Teams & design

Effective immediately

During project planning
& design

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

All encounters
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild* and "Wild 1*

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN (

~

-

Water Quality & Use

® Modification of soil and water courses will not be al-
lowed except to restore damaged areas to a more natural
condition (BMP 1.18, 7.1; see Appendix F).

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,

Effective immediately

!

® Examine and evaluate streambank and riparian vegeta- Complets first evaluation
tive conditions when needed. If degradation is occurring, | & MWDR by FY 96 & repeat at
determine causes and take corrective action (BMP 1.8, S-year intervals
4.6, 7.1; see Appendix F).
OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Scenic*
ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
Water Quality & Use Vehicular access in streamside management and riparian | MWDR Effective immediately

zones will be restricted in accordance with current Ripari-
an Standards and Guidelines and Best Management
Practices (BMP 1.8, 7.5; see Appendix F).

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - *Recreation"

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Water Quality & Use

® Vehicular access in streamside management and ripari-
an zones will be restricted in accordance with current
Riparian Standards and Guidelines and Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMP 1.8, 7.5; see Appendix F).

® On North Fork Segment 4, develop a partnership with
commercial boating outfitter/guides to provide temporary
sanitation facilities (dumpsters and portable toilets) at se-
lected boating put-ins, takeouts and launch spots (BMP
4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.6; see Appendix F).

@ Initiate a water quality monitoring plan. (BMP 4.4).

CMDR, HSDR, & MW-
DR

CMDR

CMDR

-

Effective immediately

if agreeable, provide

necessary facilities by FY
95
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RESOURCE CATEGORY - WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

SUMPTIONS - Sport fishing is increasing at a faster rate than any other consumptive wildlife use. The present
nand for fishing opportunities in easily accessed areas is well beyond the current resident fish supply, particular-
ly for streams. Resident fish populations will decline with increased access and therefore, increased recreation use.
Fishery habitats become damaged from heavy use. Increasing ease of access on small streams will not increase
the supply of "accessed" fishing opportunities , as these waters are generally too small physically to sustain the

G & &S G & e = e e

—

angler pressure without haoitat damage. The greatsst impacts o iisii iaceal Coine rom livesiock grazing and
water diversion.

-The demand to maintain and enhance habitat for endangered, threatened, rare, and sensitive species is expected
to increase.

-Because of the loss of habitat outside the Forest due to urbanization, wildlife species are becoming more
dependent upon the Forest. Disturbance of wildlife habitat from human-related activity is expected to increase.
Interest in wildlife activities is expected to increase, based upon projected population growth. The increased
activities will be almost exclusively nonconsumptive. Hunting use may increase as deer numbers increase.
-Some management activities degrade habitat for some species while improving habitat for others.
OBJECTIVES - Continue an active program of stream habitat improvement through watershed improvement
projects, range betterment, volunteer programs, and cooperative projects with the California Department of Fish
and Game.

-Restore Little Kem golden trout to its critical habitat.

-Manage habitats to maintain or enhance viable populations of native wildlife and fish species.

2 areas where the streams can support fish populations, all native fish species natural to the area should be
sent in healthy, reproducing populations.

-in areas that can support fish populations, the riffle to pool ratio should be approximately a 1:1 ratio.
-Complete stream habitat surveys within the W&SR corridor.
-Provide for the protection and improvement of riparian dependent resources through the Little Kern Golden Trout

Management Plan, Sequoia Forest Riparian Standards and Guidelines, Streamside Management Zones, and Best
Management Practices.
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ALL OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

WHEN

Wildlife & Fisheries

¢ Management activities will remain within acceptable
standards as directed by the Saquoia and Inyo FLRMPs
and Riparian Standards and Guidellnes, and as mandat-
ed by public law.

& Confinue 16 adhere to Best Management Practices |

(BMP 1.8, 1.19, 8.4; see Appendix F).

Coordinate habitat management for threatened, endan-
gered, and sensitive (TES) wildlife and fish and plant spe-
cies with U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife
Service, and State Fish and Game personnel.

Rehabilitate and maintain essential habitat for these TES
species according to species’ recovery plans and Memo-
randa of Understanding with California Department of
Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Provide high quality habitat for TES spacies based on the
results of habitat capability model analyses.

Provide for meadow restoration.

© TES wildlife and fish species shall continue to be man-
aged and protected in accordance with the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended, and the 1976 NFMA.

o Actively pursue cooperative fish habitat improvement
programs with local fishing organizations and the State
Department of Fish and Game.

® Enforce 36 CFR 261.8 (Fish & Wildlife) regulations.

®.Remove or modify stream barriers, such as log jams,
where fish migration problems exist.

® Construct fences or ather anppraprisiz massuras 4~ ox-
ciude livestock from imporiant wildlife habitats,

¢ Construct fenced exclosures along banks to promote
streambank stabilization and fisheries habitat.

& Permit scientific studies on sensitive species only if the
studies would benefit the species.

® Prepare a fisheries management plan for the North Fork
Kern River. Focus on the potential reestablishment of the
Kern River Rainbow Trout.

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

‘Uviom, SO, TRUR,

& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR -

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, SFRO, & IFRO

Authorized Forest
Officers

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, SFRO, & IFRO

CMDR & MWDR
CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, SFRO, & IFRO

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
& MWDR

SFRO & CDFG

Effective immediately

| Effective inmediately ™ |

Effective Immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

Effective immediatety

Effective immediately

As opportunities occur

All encounters

As opportunities occur
As critical habitet ic
iusntifiad

As needed

Consider on a case-by-
case basis

Follow CDFG planning
process

—
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OPPORTUNITY CLASSES - *Wild* and *Wild 1*

ACTIVITY

ACTIONS

RESPONSIBILITY

“ldlife & Fisheries

® Where it previously existed, allow aerial fish stocking, if
it avoids impacts on visitors.

& Within "Wild 1" OC, conduct characterization of channel
types & aquatic habitat conditions.

o Within "Wild 1* OC, conduct end of grazing season
channel configuration transects, & associated bank tram-
pling transects.

® Maintain, replace, relocate, or modify existing fish barri-
ars (Templeton and Shaeffer) on the South Fork to assure
protection of the Golden Trout population.

® |nvestigate the possibility of utilizing natural barriers
within "Wild 1° South Fork, Segment 4 to expand protect-
ed Golden Trout habitat through Monache Meadows.

® Work cooperatively with COFG on restoration of the
Littie Kern Golden Trout fishery.

® Work cooperatively with CDFG on restoration of the SF
Golden Trout.

CMDR, HSDR, TRDR,
MWDR, & CDFG

MWDR

MWDR

TRDR, MWDR

As opportunities occur

Effective immediately

Effective immediately

OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Scenic*

—

erosion control structures, vegetation plantings, and
snawning beds.

I ACTIVITY ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN
: ildliife & Fisheries ® The use of native materials is emphasized when design- | MWDR Effective immediately
, ing wildlife protection and enhancement improvements.
@ Provide for the development of springs. MWDR As opportunities occur
® Provide for the installation of guzzlers. MWDR As opportunities occur
® Provide fishery habitat improvement projects such as | MWDR As opportunities occur
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OPPORTUNITY CLASS - "Recreation”

ACTVITY

ACTIONS RESPONSIBILITY WHEN _
s
Wildlife & Fisheries ® The use of native materials is emphasized when design- | CMDR, HSDR & MWDR Eﬂocﬁvoimmdidoﬂ.ﬂ _

ing wildlife protection and enhancement improvements.
® On North, Fork Segment 4, protect the identified habitat | CMDR Effective immediately
of the Kern River Slender Salamander which is an Out- L N B
standingiy Hemarkable Vaiue in this segment.
® Manipulate vegetation to sustain early successional | CMDR & MWDR As opportunities occur
stands of forage.
® Provide for the development of springs. CMDR & MWDR As opportunities ocour
® Provide for the installation of guzziers. CMDR & MWDR As opportunities occur
® Provide fishery habitat improvement projects such as | CMDR, HSDR, & MW- | As opportunities occur

erosion control structures, gully plugs, vegetation plant-
ings, and spawning beds.
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IV. MONITORING PLAN

section describes the procedure by which the Forest Service will monitor certain activities and uses within the
: WA&SR corridor to ensure compliance of management actions contained in the Comprehensive Management
an (CMP).

Specified indicators and standards will be monitored and evaluated to provide managers with a synopsis of current

trends and to determine ¥ stated objectives are being met. If 2 condition begins t¢ agproach the siandad o &
given activity, this will alert resource managers that the situation needs further evaluation and possibly a change
in management practices.

The monitoring plan serves four basic functions:

1. To determine that management actions are implemented as designed and in compliance with CMP
objectives.

2. To measure the effectiveness of management actions in accomplishing the objectives.

3. To identify trends in environmental and social conditions.

4. To complete certain inventories needed to better manage activities and uses within the W&SR corridor.
Monitoring requirements, as specified in the Sequoia and Inyo FLRMPs, Sequoia Forest Mediated Agreement, and
other specific monitoring plans that apply to the area within the Kemn W&SR corridor, will not be repeated within

this document,

Reporting will be consistent with FLRMP reporting documents.
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NORTH FORK KERN WILD AND SCENIC RIVER CORRIDOR BOUNDARIES,
SEGMENT CLASSIFICATIONS AND OPPORTUNITY CLASSES

(NOTE: MAP QUADRANGLES COMMENCE AT HEADWATERS OF THE RIVER AND PROGRESS IN
A SOUTHERLY DIRECTION.)
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APPENDIX B
LIMITS OF ACCEPTABLE CHANGE PROCESS

The Limits of Acceptable change (LAC) system is a way of setting and meeting specific objectives for managing

wilderness, wild-and scenic rivers-and other special areas. It is-based. on the premise that recreational and-other -
uses of an area can diminish the quality of both the natural and social experience. In applying LAC, managers
assume that change to the ecological and social conditions is going to occur, due to both natural and human
factors. The goal of management, then, is to keep the character and the rate of change due to human factors within
levels acceptable to the ecosystem and within limits of laws, regulations, and prescribed experience levels.

Managers develop management objectives for the area they are managing and describe the opportunities to be
provided. Then, certain resource categories that are likely to change are identified and indicators that can be easily
observed are selected. The indicators are used as a gauge to determine the amount of change occurring. For each
indicator, standards are set which is a threshold value that defines the amount of change that is unacceptable.
The standards serve as triggers rather than policy. If conditions deteriorate and the standard is approached,
mitigating actions can be taken to avoid unacceptable change. Managers retain the flexibility to implement a variety
of mitigating actions.

A LAC standard is a maximum permissible level of impact. It is not an objective to be achieved. Managers should
try to provide the best conditions possible rather than allowing conditions to deteriorate until the standard is
reached. As experience is gained in managing the Kern W&SR and/or other issues arise, it may be necessary to
modify the indicators, select additional indicators, or delete some indicators.

The LAC planning process has nine steps:
Step 1 - List Issues and Concems: This is done during the public scoping phase of the planning

process. The issues and issues analysis are summarized in Chapter | (Purpose and Need for
Action) and Appendix B (Publlc involvement) of the EIS.

Step 2 - Define and Describe the Possible Opportunity Classes: These can be thought of as *zones".
Opportunity classes are areas of like uses and conditions. The definition provides a qualitative
description of current or desired resource and social conditions acceptable for that class and
type of management activity considered appropriate. They are hypothetical descriptions of the
range of conditicns it is copsidersd fively 10 be mainiaing Sr restored. Four Cpoortunity
Classes are described for the Kern W&SR. The narrative descriptions and specific manage-
ment actions for each Opportunity Class can be found in Section ill (Management Direction)
of this IP. The designation used for each Opportunity Class foliows:

-Opportunity Class - "Wiid"
-Opportunity Class - "Wiid 1*
-Opportunity Ciass - "Scenic®
-Opportumty Class - 'Recreat/on'
Step 3 - Select Indicatcrs of Resource and Social Condmons This step involved identification of
indicators for which specific management actions wouid be monitored over time. Indicators

were established during public scoping and/or reflects management goals and objectives.
indicators established can be found in Section IV (Monitoring Plan) of the IP.

Appendix B - 1



Step 4 -

inventory of Existing Resource and Social Conditions: This step describes the known environ-
mental components that could potentially be affected by the alternatives, if implemented. The
description includes the current physical, biological, and socioeconomic conditions within the
W&SR corridor. Environmental conditions were also described if they could indirectly or
cumulatively be affected by the alternatives. Said conditions can be found within Chapter Ili
(Affected Environment) of the EIS. If additional information was needed to more effectively
carry out management of the Kern W&SR, specific management actions and/or monitoring
procedures were established to inventory and analyze data that is lacking.

Step 5 -

Step 6 -

Step 7 -

Step 8 -

Step 9 -

Define Standards for Resource and Social Conditions: A standard was developed for each
indicator. The standard describes the amount of change that would be acceptable for a
specific resource category, e.g., Acoustical Considerations, Administration, Air Quality, etc.
The standard represents the upper limit for each indicator, rather than the desired goal.
Management actions should seek to keep the indicator well below the standard, if possible.
Standards established can be found in Section IV of the IP.

Identify and Describe Alternative Opportunity Class Allocations: Allocations of opportunity

classes are generally displayed inthe range of alternatives analyzed in Chapter Il (Alternatives)
of the EIS.

Describe Management Actions to Implement the Preferred Alternative: These actions (options)
were developed by the IDT and are shown in Section ili of the IP.

Evaluate and Select an Alternative: Chapter IV (Environmental Consequences) of the EIS
analyzes the potential of implementing all four alternatives. The Deciding Officers (Forest
Supervisors of the Sequoia and inyo National Forests) have selected Alternative 3, and the IP
is based on this alternative.

Implement the Actions and Monitor the Selected Resource and Social Conditions: This step
begins with the signing and dating of the Record of Decision (ROD). The Monitoring Plan is
contained in Section IV of the IP. Monitoring will track certain physical, biological, and social
conditions. Accountability, monitoring frequency, and variability (of standards) signaling fur-
ther action is also established in the Monitoring Pian. If more resource categories, indicators,
or standards are needed in the future, they may be selected. If some are found to not be
needed, they may be deleted. This approach will allow flexibility in the management process
as experience is gained, new issues arise, or new technologies and techniques become
available.
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APPENDIX C
GLOSSARY

Air Poliution Controi District (Kern County Air Poliution Control District-KCAPCD)- Air poliution control
district, in California, provide permit issuance, reguiatory enforcement, and develop regulations as authorized
by the California Air Resources Board. In California sone districts cover multi-county jurisdiction in order to
regulate an air basin and in others the districts remain within single county govemment.

Alr Quality Ciassification

Class | Area Geographic area designated for the most stringent degree of protection from
future degradation of air quality. The Clean Air Act designates as mandatory Class
| areas each national park over 6000 acres and each national wilderness over 5000
acres that existed as of the date of enactment (August 7, 1977). Wildemess and
additions to Wildernesses designated by law after this date are not Class | Areas
uniess they have been redesignated as such. To date, none have.

Class |i Area Geographic area having air quality exceeding the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards, which is unciassified, which is designated for a moderate degree of
protection from future air quality degradation. Moderate i increases in new poliution
may be permitted in a Class li areas.

Airshed - a term denoting a geographical area, the whole of which, because of topography, meteorology,
and climate, shares the same air mass.

Allotment - A land area where one or more operators graze their livestock. It generally consists of public land
but may include parcels of private and state-owned lands. The number of live stock and season of use are
stipulated for each allotment. An allotment may consist of one or several pastures.

Allotment Management Plan (AMP) - A livestock grazing management plan for a specific allotment, based
on multipls use resource management objectives. 1he AMP considers ivestock grazing in relation to other
uses of the range and in relation to renewable resources—watershed, vegetation, and wildlife. An AMP
establishes the seasons of use, the number of livestock to be permitted on the range and the rangeland
developments needed.

Annual Whitewater Boating Operation Plan - An operation plan to manage permitted whitewater rafting use
on the Kern River. Safety of the public and protection of the environment are major concems.

Archaeological Resources Protection Act - Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979 (Public Law
96-95), 16 U.S.C. 470a. This Act requires a permit for any excavation or removal of archeological resources
from public or Indian lands. Excavations must be undertaken for the purpose of furthering archeological
knowledge in the public interest, and resources removed remain the propeity of the United States.

Assumption - the supposition that something is true; a fact or statement taken for granted.

Appendix C - 1
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Bank trampling transect - The measurement of the percent of bank trampling by a hoofed animal along a
given length of stream.

Best Management Practice (BMP) - A practice or combination of practices, that is determined by a State
(or designated area-wide planning agency) after problem assessment, examination of alternative practices,
and appropriate public participation to be the most effective, practicable (including technological, economic,
and institutional considerations) means of preventing or reducing the amount of pollution generated by
non-point sources to a level compatible with water quality goals. BMPs are certified by the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and approved by EPA, in compliance with Section 208 of the Clean Water
Act (P.L. 92-500).

Best Management Practices Handbook - Soil and Water Conservation Handbook FSH 3/88 R-5 SUPP 1,
Chapter 10 - Water Quality Management for National Forest System Lands in California - Best Management
Practices. This handbook describes the Best Management Practices (BMPs) used for water quality manage-
ment on the National Forest System lands within the State of California. It represents a portion of the State’s
Area-wide Waste Treatment Management Plan. The Text was prepared in compliance with and is compatible
with, Section 208 of the Clean Water Act (P.L. 92-500). This handbook was originally submitted to the State
of California Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in 1979. With the exception of Best Management
Practices (BMP’s) 5-8 through 5-14, the practices were certified by the SWRCB and approved by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1981. Rhw USFS was designated as the Water Quality Manage-
ment Agency for NFS lands in California. in August, 1983, EMPs 5-8 through 5-14 were certified by the SWRCB
and approved by EPA.

Biodiversity - The diversity of life in an area, including the diversity of genes, species, plant and animal
communities, ecosystems, and the interaction of these elements. Biological diversity refers to the variety and
variability among living organisms and the ecological complexes in which they occur.

Boating - Boating includes the use of both inflatable water craft and hardboats which are propelied and/or
steered by paddies. Such craft includes, but is not limited to rafts, kayaks and canoes. Boating does not
include the use of various water toys used for personal use such as inner tubes and other smali floatation
devices. Motorized boating of any kind would be prohibited on all segments of the North and South Forks
of the Kem W&SR under all alternatives.

C

Carrying capacity (recreation) - The maximum number of people at one time that an area or facility can
accommodate without impairing the natural, cultural, or developed resource.

CDFG - California Department of Fish and Game.

Central Sierra Wilderness Manager’s Study - Five units of the National Forest System (Inyo, Sequoia, Sierra,
Toiyabe, and Stanisiaus National Forests) and three units. of the National Park System (Sequoia, Kings
Canyon, and Yosemite National Parks), manage adjacent Congressionally designated wildemess in the
central and southem Sierra Nevada. Together, they are known as the Central Sierra Interagency Wilderness
Managers. For many years, this group has strived for consistency in administration of 16 adjoining wildemess-
es. However, current differences exist in group size limitations and the number of pack and saddle stock
permitted with any group. Efforts to standardize party size and head of stock in all the affected wildemess
areas are underway. Final decisions will apply to the Golden Trout, South Sierra, and Domeland Wildemess-
es, and river related group sizes in those wildemesses will also be affected.
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CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) - The listing of various regulations pertaining to management and
administration of the National Forest.

Channel configuration transects - A physical/geologic description of a stream at a particular point from bank
to bank, inciuding: general description; landform/soil; gradient; width/depth ratio; channel materials; and
entrenchment/confinement.

Channel reaches - The width of a river/stream channel from bank to bank at the average water flow level.

R E aEm

Class i Airshed - see Air Quality Classification

Clean Air Act - (42 USC 7401-7642)(as amended Aug. 7, 1977). An act for air pollution prevention and control;
(1) To protect and enhance public health and welfare and the productive capacity of its population. (2) To
initiate and accelerate a national research and development program to achieve the prevention and control
of air poliution. (3) To provide technical and financial assistance to state and local governments in connection
with the development and execution of their air pollution prevention and control programs. (4) To encourage
and assist the development and operation of regional air poliution control programs.

Client - The person served by or using the services of the commercial whitewater rafting companies.

Cold-trailing - A method of controlling a partly dead fire edge by carefully inspecting and feeling with the had
to detect any fire, digging out every live spot, and trenching any live edge.

Common variety minerals - Deposits which - although they may have value for use in trade, manufacture,
the sciences, or in the mechanical or omnamental arts - do not possess a distinct, special economic value for
such use over and above the normal uses of the general-sum of such deposits.

Confinement - To restrict the fire within determined boundaries established either prior to the fire, during the
fire, or in an escaped fire situation analysis. The normal tactic is surveillance only.

Constraint - Limitation: action which cannot be taken or which must be taken.

Containment - To surround a fire, and any spot fires therefrom, with control line, as needed, which can
reasonably be expected to check the fire’s spread under prevailing and predicted conditions. The normal
tactic is indirect attack and burn to human-make or natural barrier with little or no mop-up.

Control - To complete the control line around a fire, and spot fires therefrom, and any interior islands to be
saved, bum any unburned area adiacent to the fire side of the centrol line, and cool down all hot spots that
are immediaie threats to the controi iine, until the line can reasonably be expected t~ hold under forescesaoie
conditions. The normal tactic is direct attack on the fire, if possible, and mop-up.

Corridor (Kern Wid & Scenic River corridor)- That section of land that inciudes the river bed and extends
one-quarter mile horizontal distance measured from the ordinary high water mark on each side of the river.

Cultural Resources - Cultural resources are the tangible and intangible aspects or cultural systems, living
and dead, that are vailued by a given culture or contain information about the cuiture. Cultural resources
include but are not limited to sites, structures, buildings, districts, and objects associated with or representa-
tive of people, cultures, and human activities and events. Cultural resources are commonly discussed as
prehistoric and historic values, but each penod represents a part of the full continuum of culture values from
the earliest to the mosi recent. .

Cumulative impacts - The impact on the environmernit which results from the incremental impact of the action
when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardiess of what agency
(Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions. Cumulative impacts can result from
individually minor but colilectively significant actions taking place over a period of time (40 CFR 1508.7).
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D
DEIS - Draft Environmental impact Statement (see environmental impact statement).

Developed Recreation Site - A relatively small, defined area where facilities are provided for concentrated
pubiic use (e.g. campgrounds, picnic areas, etc.).

Developed Recreation - Outdoor recreation which occurs within the area where constructed and maintained
facilities are provided.

Dispersed Recreation - Outdoor recreation which occurs outside of constructed and maintained recreational
facilities, e.g. scenic driving, hunting, hiking, nordic skiing, etc. Visitors engaging in a various activities of
enjoyment or refreshment and spread widely over large areas of public lands: activities are less structured
and settings are less developed.

District Ranger - The official responsible for administering the National Forest System Lands on a Ranger
District.

Dome Land Wiiderness - The southernmost wilderness in the Sierra Nevada, encompassing 94,686 acres.
It is located at the southern end of the Kern Plateau, about 70 miles northeast of Bakersfield. It is one of three
Wildemesses in the Sequoia National Forest. See also Wildemess.

Draft Implementation Plan - See implementation Plan.

E

Easement - An interest in land owned by another which allows the easement holder specified uses or right

without actual ownership of the land.
EIS - See Environmental impact Statement.

Endangered Animal Species - Any species in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of
its range. This definition excludes species of insects that the Secretary of the Interior determines to be pests
_ and whoez pretaction under the Dndanceres Siscies Act of 1973 would oresent an cverwhiciming and
oveiriding risk {0 hurnans.

Endangered Plant Species - Species of plants in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion
of their ranges. Existence may be endangered because of the destruction, drastic change or severe cuntail-
ment of habitat or because of overexploitation, disease, predation or even unknown reasons. Plant species
from very limited areas e.g., the type localities only, or from restricted fragile habitats, usually are considered
endangered. See also Threatened Plant Species.

Endangered Species - Plant or animal species identified by the Secretary of the Interior and listed in the
Federal Register as in danger of extinction throughout ali or a significant portion of its range.

wavironmeniai Araiysis - An anaiysis of altemative actions and their predictable short- and long-term
environmental consequences.

Environmental Assessment - A concise public document required by the regulations implementing the

National Environmental Policy Act that briefly provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining
whether or not to prepare an environmental impact statement or a finding of no significant impact.
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Environmental Consequences (Effects or Impacts) - The physical, biological, social, and economic results
of implementing a given alternative.

Environmental impact Statement - A statement of the environmental effects which would be expected to
result from proposed alternative management actions.

E.O. - Executive Order. A directive issued by the President. it has the force and effect of law.

Eroslon - The detachmant and movement Gf 3eii froim ihe land surface by wind, wats:, or gravily.

Escaped Fire Situation Analysis (EFSA) - A decision-making process which will determine joint evaluation
of suppression alternatives by line officers and the fire suppression team. The process is conducted and
documented to assure selection of an appropriate suppression strategy, which recognizes economic, envi-
ronmental, sociological, and political considerations.

Exotic pests - Pests (plant or animal) that are not native in the area where they occur.

F
Fee title - The highest type of interest a person can have in land.
FEIS - Final Environmental impact Statement (See Environmental Impact Statement).

Fire camp - A camp used to accommodate men and equipment while suppressing a fire. Also called base
cap, side camp, or fly camp, depending on location and function.

Fire Prescription - Advance, written direction which defines the environmental parameters within which fire
will be managed and the methods which wili be used,

FLMP - Forest Land and Resource Management Plan

Floodplain - lowland and relatively flat area adjoining inland and coastal waters inciuding flood prone areas
of offshore islands, inciuding at a minimum, that area subject to a 1 percent or greater chance of flooding
in any given year,

Forage - All browse and non-woody plants that are available to feed livestock or game animais.

Forest Land and Resource Management Pian - The planning document which provides management
direction for a particular National Forest.

Forest Officer - An employee exercising a specific and properly delegated authority.
Forest Plan - See Forest Land and Resource Management (Sequoia or Inyo)
Forest Policy - See FLMP

Forest Supervisor - The official responsible for administering the National Forest System lands in a Forest
Service administraiive unit (one or mere MNatichai Forests).

Forest Supervisor Order - An order issued by either the Regional Forester or Forest Supervisor to supple-

ment administrative direction not covered by the Code of Federal Regulations. It addresses policy of more
local concemn that nationwide.
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Forks Run - The segment of whitewater boating on the North Fork Kern River that extends from the
confluence of the Little Kern River with the Kem River to Johnsondale Bridge. It flows through a stretch of
extremely rugged terrain within a very steep gorge. This segment is considered to be one of the most difficult,
commercially run whitewater rivers in the nation and perhaps the most outstanding runnable whitewater river
in North America. Most of the major rapids are Class IV or V.

Four Wheel Drive - A vehicle equipped with drive wheels on both the front and rear wheels. Such vehicles
are equipped for use off-highways, on non-maintained roads, and in some cases, cross country.

Free-flowing - Existing or flowing in natural condition without impoundment, diversion, straightening, rip-
rapping, or other modification of the waterway. The existence, however, of low dams, diversion works, and
other minor structures at the time any river is proposed for inclusion in the national wild and scenic rivers
system shall not automatically bar its consideration for such inclusion: Provided, that this shall not be
construed to authorize, intend, or encourage future construction of such structures within components of
national wild and scenic rivers system.

FSH (Forest Service Handbook) - The principal source for detailed instructions for performing specialized
tasks. Handbooks complement the Forest Service Manual.

FSM (Forest Service Manual) - The principal source of continuing instructions for the conduct of Forest
Service programs and activities and is the basic and ruling component of the directive system. The Manual

is also available to interested persons outside the Service as a source of information on basic operations in
the Forest Service.

Fuels - Any material capable of sustaining or carrying a forest fire, usually material both dead and live.

Fuels Hazard Reduction - Any treatment of a fuel hazard that reduces the threat of ignition and spread of
fire.

Fuelwood - Wood cut into short lengths for burning. It is generally refuse material.
Fugitive-dye - A dye used in fire retardant that essentially disappears after a few days in the sun.

FY - Fiscal Year—October 1 through September 30.

G

Goal - A concise statement the describes a desired condition to be achieved sometime in the future. It is
generally expressed in broad, general terms and usually does not have a specific date for completion.

Golden Trout Wilderness - A 303,287 acre wilderness that is located patrtially in the Sequoia National Forest
and partially in the Inyo National Forest. It gets its name from the brightly colored native trout (California State
fish) and its subspecies the Little Kern golden trout, a federally listed threatened species, and the South Fork
Kemn golden trout. See also Wilderness.

Grazing - Consumption of forage by animals: typically used to describe domestic livestock us (under permit)
of National Forest System land.

Grazing Allotment - See Range Aliotment.
Grazing Permittee - See Range Permittee.

Group - (ie: family, friends, church, social, business, and/or organization associates) using the forest for
rafting purposes and related activities may not exceed 15 people on the river at one time, irregardless of the
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number of boats. Related group activities include transportation to and from the river, picnicking, and
camping.

Guzzler - A watertight tank set in the ground which is filled by a rain-collecting apron; a permanent, self-filling
water catchment similar to a cistern. It's greatest value is in semiarid regions where natural water is a limiting
factor. Guzziers are most commonly installed for use by upland game birds. A larger but similar version
however, is often used for deer, bighorn sheep, or other big game.

H

Habltat - The sum of environmental conditions of a specific place that is occupies by an organism, a
population, or a community. A specific set of physical conditions that surround the single species, a group
of species of a large community. In wildiife management, the major components of habitat are considered
to be food, water, cover and living space.

Habitat Capability Model - A computer model depicting relationships between important habitat parameters
and habitat values. Useful for impact assessment, habitat management, and management decision.

Handiine - Part of a fire control line that is scraped or dug by hand.

Human-caused Ignition - Fire ignited by agency personnel to accomplish desired objectives for vegetative
communities.

ID Team - See Interdisciplinary Team.

Ignition (natural and otherwise) - The action of setting aflame combustible material: either by natural cause
(lighting or human cause).

implementation Plan (IP) - The document providing direction for managing the Kern Wild and Scenic River.
It includes an Introduction, W&SR Policy & Direction, Management Direction, a Monitoring Plan, and Appendi-
ces.

inholder - An agency, organization, or individual that owas larids within the prociaimed boundaries of the
Forest besides the Forest Service.

interdisciplinary Team (ID Team) - A group of two or more individuals with different training assembled to
solve a problem or perform a task. The team is assembled out of recognition that no one scientific discipline
is sufficiently broad to adequately solve the problem. The members of the team proceed to solution with
frequent interaction so that each discipline may provide insights to any stage of the problem and disciplines
may combine to provide new solutions.

intermittent Streams - Streams that do not contain water year-round.
Interpretive Services - Activities and displays that inteipiet the natural and soiar fusiory Ui e National
Forest environment for the visiting public and informs them about National Forest goals, programs, and

services.

Interpretation - The act of interpreting the natural and social history and informing the visiting public.
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Issue - A subject or question of widespread interest identified through public participation and which relates
to the management of National Forest System lands. A matter of controversy or dispute over resource
management activities or land use that is well defined and/or topically discrete. Usually the causal relationship
between the activity or use and undesirable results are will defined or documentable Statements of the
planning issues orients the management planning process.

Kern River Canyon Slender Salamander (Batrachoseps simatus) - A local endemic salamander found only
within the lower Kern Canyon drainage. 1t is State listed as threatened (previously listed as rare). Federally,
is is a Category 2 candidate species, which means that threat and/or distribution data are insufficient to
support federal listing.

L
Land line - A line that can be located by survey between two known points.
Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) - The human-caused change to biophysical or social components which
is tolerable, without the loss of desired wilderness conditions, as described in the Wilderness Act [16 U.S.
C. 1131 Sec.2.(0)].

Little Kern golden trout - One of two endangered subspecies of golden trout (the other one is the South Fork
Kern golden trout) that occur in the headwaters of both the North and South forks of the Kem River.

Little Kern Golden Trout Management Plan -

M
Management Actlon - Any activity undertaken as part of the administration of the Forest.

Management Direction - A statement of multiple-use and other goals and objectives, the management
Bt pv.iOﬁS associated siaidards 2nd guidelines, and action pians 10i anaining them.

Management of Kern River Whitewater Floating 1982 -

Management Zone - a segment of the Kings Special Management Area or the Wild and Scenic rivers
corresponding to natural features that is managed as a single unit. the SMA and the WSR was divided into
seven management zones.

Mechanical Transport - Any contrivance for moving people or material in or over land, water, or air, having
moving parts, that provides a mechanical advantage to the user, and that is powered by a living or nonliving
power source. This includes, but is not limited to, sailboats, hang gliders, parachutes, bicycles, game carriers,
carts, and wagons. it does not irciude wheslchairs when used as necessary medical applizncos, t alsc doos
not inciude skis, snowshoes, rafts, canoes, sleds, travois, or simiiar primitive devices without moving parts.

Mechanized Equipment - *Mechanized equipment" means any machine activated by a nonliving power
source, except small battery-powered, handcarried devices such as flashlights, shavers, Gieger counters and
cameras.

Memorandum of Understanding - An agreement with the purpose of coordinating efforts to eliminate
duplication and waste.
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Mineral iease - Minerals which are developed (i.e., explored, mined, extracted, etc.) by a permit or lease, in
contrast to minerals development through claims staking (e.g., coal, oil, gas, and geothermal).

Mining Ciaim - That portion of the public estate held for mining purposes in which the right of exclusive
possession of locatable mineral deposits is vested in the locator of the deposit.

Mitigate - Actions to avoid, minimize, reduce, eliminate, or rectify the adverse impacts of a management
practice. ‘

Modification - See Visual Quality Objective.
Monache Off-Highway Vehicle Environmental Impact Statement -

Monitoring and Evaluation - The periodic evaluation on a sample basis of management practices prescribed
by the implementation Management Plan, to determine how well objectives have been met, how closely
management standards have been applied, and wether actual environmental consequences are similar to
those predicted.

Motorized Equipment - Machines that use a motor, engine, or other nonliving power sources. This includes,
but is not limited to, such machines as chain saws, aircraft, snowmobiles, generators, motor boats, and motor
vehicles. It does not include small battery or gas powered handcarried devices such as shavers, wristwatch-
es, flashlights, cameras, stoves, or cother similar small equipment.

Muttiple Use - “...the management of the public lands and their various resource values so that they are
utilized in the combination that will best meet the present and future needs of the American people: making
the most judicious use of the land for some or ali of theses resources or related services over areas large
enough to provide sufficient latitude for periodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and
conditions: the use of some land for less than ali of the resources: a combination of balanced and diverse
resource uses that takes into account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and nonrenew-
able resources, including, but not limited to, recreation, range,timber, minerals, watershed, wildiife and fish,
and natural scenic, scientific and historical values, and harmonious and coordinated management of the
various resources without permanent impairment of the resources and not necessarily to the combination of
uses that will give the greatest economic return or the greatest unit output.* (From Section 103, FLPMA).

N

Natlonal Histcric Preservation Act - of 1966, 94 Stai. 2987; 16 U.S.C. 470. Tris Act declares a na.onal pcucy
on historic preservation and prescribes policy and procedures to reach that end.

National Parks Overflight Act of 1987 (P.L. 100-91) - An Act requiring the Secretary of the Interior to conduct
a study to determine the appropriate minimum altitude for aircrft flying over national park system units. Section
5 of the Act also requires the Chief of the Forest Service to conduct an assessment to determine what, if any,
adverse impacts to wildemess resources are associated with overflights of National Forest System wilderness
areas. )

National Wilderness Preservation System - P.L. 88-577, September 3, 1964. All lands covered by the
Wilderness Act and subsequent wilderness designations, irrespective of the department or agency having
risdiction.

Natlonal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) - The 1969 Act of Congress that represents a basic national
charter for protection of the environment.

National Forest System Lands (NFS) - Lands administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest
Service.
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National Register of Historical Places - A listing maintained by the U.S. Department of interior, National Park
Service of areas that have been designated as historically significant. The National Register includes places
of local and state significance, as well as those of value to the nation.

National Wiid and Scenic River System - Certain selected rivers of the Nation, which, with their imnmediate
environments, possess outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic,
cuttural, or other similar values that shali be protected for the benefit and enjoyment of present and future
generatnons Congress declares that the established national policy of dam and other construction at

appropriaie sectio::s of the rivers of the United States needs to be complemented by a policy that would

preserve other selected rivers or sections thereof in their free-flowing condition to protect the water quality
of such rivers and to fulfill other vital national conservation purposes.

Native Specles - Any species of flora or fauna that naturally occurs in the United States and that was not
introduced by man.

Natural Fires - Fires ignited by Ilghtmng and which burn under conditions that are or have not been
influenced by man.

NEPA - See National Environmental Policy Act.

NFS - See National Forest System Land.

OHYV - See Off-highway vehicle.
ORYV - See Off-road vehicle.

Objective - A concise, time-specific statement of measurable planned results that respond to preestablished
goals. An objective forms the basis for further planning to define the precise steps to be taken and the
resources to be used in achieving identified goals (36 CFR 219.3).

Off-highway Vehicle (OHV) - Any motorized vehicle capable of cross-country travel on or immediately over
land, water, snow, ice or other natural terrain. Examples include motorcycles, four-wheel drive vehicles and
snowmobiles. The State of California has defined off-highway vehicles by size and class of vehicles.

O Road Vehicle (ORV) - Any motorized vehicle designed for or capable of cross-country travel on or
immediately over land, water, sand, snow, ice, marsh, swampland or other natural terrain, excluding (a) any
registered motorboat, (b) any fire, military, emergency, or law enforcement vehicle when used for emergen-
cies and any combat or combat support vehicle when used for national defense, and (c) any vehicle whose
use is expressly authorized by the respective agency head under a permit, lease, license, or contract.

Operating Plan Whitewater River Rafting Kern River - An operating plan developed in 1982 that explains
in detail the rules, regulations and requirements of commercial whitewater rafting on the Upper Kem River.
It is updated annually by the District Resource Officer an signed by each of the commercial whitewater rafting
permittees. It covers permit conditions, operating levels, payment of fees, river guide qualifications, fire

precautions, sanitation, river etuquette health and safety, emergencies, cevCiopments, signing, advertising, .

and brochures, equipment idsmification, trip accompaiiinei, compliance, trip cancellation, employee knowt-
edge of operating plan, and authorized representatives. :

Opportunity Class - A hypothetical but qualitative description of the range of social and resource conditions
desired for management of an area. The opportunity class definition provides a rationale against which the
appropriateness of indicators, standards and management actions can be tested: it also establishes manage-
ment objectives for the area.
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Outfitter/guide - Outfitter is a company that offers commercial rafting trips; also the owner of such a company.
Guide is an employee of an outfitting company; the person who steers a paddle boat, rows an oar boat,
prepares meals on the river; and looks out for the client’s safety. The guide is always trained in First Aid and
CPR.

Outstandingly Remarkable Values - Webster’s dictionary defines remarkable as *worthy of being or likely
to be noticed, especially as being uncommon or extraordinary; synonym, noticeable." Outstanding is defined
as "a standing out from a group, i.e.,conspicuous; marked by eminence and distinction; synonym, noticeable;

antoriym, commonpiace.® it would iherefore ioilow that an outstanaingily remarkable vaiue wouid be oie that
was a conspicuous example of a value from among a population of similar values that are themselves
uncommon or extraordinary.

For ariver to be eligible for designation to the National *Wild and Scenic River* system, it must be free-flowing,
and one or more of the following values within the river area must be outstandingly remarkable:

1. Scenic

2. Recreational

3. Geological

4. Fish and Wildiife

5. Historical

6. Cultural

7. Other values, including ecological values

P

Permittee - An individual, organization, or agency that conducts activities on National Forest System land
under the stipulations of a Forest Service permit. Examples of permitted activities are grazing, research, water
lines, and utility systems.

Photo points - A permanent point from which photos are taken, established to monitor changes over a period
of time.

Pirate outfitters - Commercial operators that do not have Special-use permits to operate on the Kern River
but collect fees from passengers, and claim that the passengers are friends that arrived together for a
non-commercial trip.

Policy - A guiding principlc upcn which is based a specific decision or set of decisions.

Prescribed Fire (prescribed buming)- Intentional use of fire under predetermined weather and fuel condi-
tions to achieve specific objectives: e.g. to rejuvenate or type-concert vegetation. A fire which bums within
the parameters established by a fire.

A wildland fire buring under preplanned, specified conditions, to accomplish specific, planned resource
management objectives.

Prescription (RX) - The set of management practices applied to a specific area to attain specific objectives.

Pregervation (YOO) See Visua! Quality Objcctives,

Project - An organized effort to achieve an objective identified by location, activities, outputs, effects, and time
period and responsibilities for execution.

Project Deslgn - The process of developing specific information necessary to describe the location, timing,
activities, outputs, effects, accountability, and control of a project.
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Prospectus - A preliminary printed statement that describes an enterprise (as a buslness) and that is
distributed to prospective buyers, investors, or participants.

Public Involvement - A Forest Service process designed to broaden the information base upon which agency
decisions are made by (1) informing the public about Forest Service activities, plans, and decisions, and (2)
encouraging public understanding about and participation in the planmng processes which lead to final
decisionmaking.

Public Issue - A subject OF quesiion of widespread public interesi relating 16 Mariagement of National Forest
System (36 CFR 219.3).

Public Land - Formal name for lands administered by federal government agencies, inciuding the U.S. Forest
Service, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service, the Bureau of Reclamation, etc.

Public Law 100-174 - The Act that added the North and South Forks Kern River to the Wild and Scenic River
System. See Wild and Scenic River Act

R
ROS (ROS CLASS) - See Recreation Oppoitunity Spectrum.
Range - Area grazed by domestic livestock.
Range Aliotments - An area designated for grazing prescribed number and kind of livestock.
Range Analysis Handbook - (R-5 FSH 2209.21.)
Range Improvement - A structure, development or treatment used in concert with management to rehabili-
tate, protect and improve public land and its resources to arrest rangeland deterioration: and to improve
forage condition, fish and wildiife habitat, watershed protection and livestock production, all consistent with
land use plans.

Range Permittee - An individual or association who has been granted written permission (a grazing permit)
to graze livestock for a specific period on a range allotment.

_ Ranger District - An administrative »:n®* ~f a National Forest supsrvised Sy a District Ranger wi reporis in

the Fcrast Supervisor, The Scenic Area is administered by the Mono Lake Ranger District.

Rare Specles - One that, although not presently threatened with extinction, is in such small numbers
throughout its range that it may be endangered if its environment worsens: the ‘rare® category is a state
category, not a federal category.

Recreation Information Management (RIM) - The Forest Service System for recording recreation facility
condition and use.

Recreation Opportunity Spectrum (ROS): A means of classifying and managing recreation opportunities

based on phys;cal setting, social settlng, and managenal settlnq (See Append:x B)

The characteristics of each setting wiil infiuence the type and diversity of recreation opportunities that can
be provided within a given ROS class. Several dimensions, including development levels, remoteness, user
density, degree of managerial control, ease of access, and types of services offered are a result of the ROS
class. Although several of these dimensions are related, each is distinct and can independently affect
recreation choice and management actions.
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v Five ROS classifications are described here:

Primitive (P) Primitive settings are characterized by essentially unmodified natural environments.
Their size and configuration assure remoteness from the sights and sounds of human activity. The
use of motorized vehicles and equipment is discouraged except in extreme emergencies, or protect-
ing the resource when no other practical method is available. The user will probably experience a high
degree of isolation, closeness to nature, tranquility, and self-reliance. An area three miles or more
from roads and trails having motonzed use; generally 5,000 acres or more |n an essentially unmodi-

fiet naturen environimert.

Semi-primitive motorized (SPM) and Semi-primitive nonmotorized (SPNM). Both the semi-primitive
motorized and nonmotorized classes are characterized by predominantly natural or natural-
appearing landscapes. The size of these areas gives a strong feeling of remoteness from the more
heavily used and developed areas. Within these settings, there are ample opportunities to practice
wildland skills and to achieve feelings of self-reliance. Semi-Primitive Non-Motorized (SPNM) - An area
one-half mile from roads and trails having motorized use; generally 2,500 to 5,000 acres with only
subtle modifications to an otherwise natural setting. Semi-Primitive Motorized (SPM) - Same as SPNM
but with motorized use of roads and trails, including off-highway vehicle touring, oversnow vehicle,
hiking, cross-country skiing, and so on.

The most significant difference between the semi-primitive motorized and nonmotorized settings is
the presence or absence of motorized vehicles. in the nonmotorized settings, roads are permitted
provided they are closed to public use but are used infrequently for resource protection and manage-
ment. in the semi-primitive motorized ROS class, roads are present but access is generally by 4-wheel
drive vehicles. Users within the SPM with the addition of motor vehicles.

Roaded Natural (RN) - The roaded natural class is characterized by predominantly natural appearing
settings, with moderate sights and sounds of human activities and structures. The overall perception
is one of naturalness. Evidence of human activity varies from area to area and inciudes improved
roads, generally suitable for 2-wheel drive access, developed campgrounds, and range or watershed
management activities. Roads and motorized equipment and vehicles are common. Density of use
is moderate except at specific developed sites, and reguiation on user behaviors are generally less
evident than in the roaded modified class. Users would experience isolation and interaction with other
parties in roughly equal proportions. An area one-half mile or less from roads;resource modifications
range from evident to strongly dominant.

Roaded modified (RM) - This class occurs where human modification is locally dominant or co-
dominant with a natural-appearing landscape. Althouqh highly improved roads might be presert, a
sense of remoteness remains even though there is moure evidence cf humasn activity than in the
roaded natural class.

The apparent naturalness of the area is influenced by the evidence of human developments. The
landscape may be altered by roads, powerlines, and structures. User interactions would be expected
to occur.

Rural (R) - The setting is substantially modified with structures or other cultural modifications.
Urban (U) - The semng is strongly dominated by structures, highways, and streets.

Recreational Dredg!ng "r'\dglng for fun instead of oroﬁr it requires 3 permi m)m California Fish & Game.

Regilon 5 - The Pacific Southwest Region of the Forest Service: includes primarily the National Forests in
Califomnia, with smali additional acreage in Oregon and Nevada.
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Regional Forester - The official responsible for administering a single Region of the Forest Service. i

Resource - Anything which is useful for something - be it animal, vegetable, mineral, a location, a labor force,
etc. Resources, in the context of land use planning, thus vary from such commodities as timber and minerals
to such amenities as scenery or scenic viewing points.

Retention (VQO) - See Visual Quality Objectives.

"~ TRetardant - A chemical dropped from an aircraft used to hélp ground forces on certain wildtires. The principal
ingredient is water which cools the fire and slows the spread of fire. Other ingredients such as Kaolin clay
and ammonium phosphate are added. These additives coat the leaves of trees and slow the spread of fire,
even after the water has evaporated. in addition, the ammonium serves as a fertilizer.

Right-of-way - An accurately located land area within which a user may conduct operations approved or
granted by the landowner. May also refer to a permit, easement, lease, license, or memorandum of under-

standing (MOU) used to authorize such use. I

Riparian - Situated on or pertaining to the bank of a river, stream or other body of water. Riparian areas and
associated vegetation are often found along intermittent streams in high desert and plateau regions. Normally
used to refer to the plants of all types that grow along streams or around springs.

Riparian Area - Land situated along the bank of a stream or other body of water and directly influenced by
the presence of water. Riparian areas on the Inyo National Forest and thus the Scenic Area, are defined as:
a) areas that are a 100 foot horizontal distance from the edge of standing bodies of water: b) areas that are
a horizontal distance of 100 feet on each side of perennial or intermittent stream channels: and c) all wetlands,
including ephemeral or intermittent streams which support riparian vegetation, wet meadows, springs, seeps
and bogs.

Riparian Standards and Guidelines - The Sequoia National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan,
in accordance with laws and policies, directs the Forest to establish and manage Streamside Management
Zones. In accordance with this direction, Standards and Guidelines have been prepared. The Standards
reflect Public Law or Forest Service Manual direction and are not subject to change at the Forest level.
Guidelines that are designed to give management direct to implement the Standards under normal operating
conditions. These Standards and Guidelines are to be implemented whenever Forest riparian vegetation and
wetlands are likely to be impacted by managemnt actions. This will occur during project plan development
anytime a proposed activity falls within 250 feet of a streamcourse and/or meadow.

River Classificaticn

Eligible river segments are classified according to the extent of evidence of human activity as one of the
following: -

a.  ‘“Wild" river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments and generally
inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive and waters
unpoiiuted. These represent vestiges of primitive America.”

b.  “Scenic"® river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with
shorelines or watersheds still largely primitive and shorelines largely undeveloped, but accessi-
ble in places by roads."

€. “Hecreational river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by road
or railroad, that may have some development along their shorelines. and that may have under-
gone some impoundment or diversion in the past.*

Roadless - The absence of roads that have been improved and maintained by mechanical means to insure
relatively regular and continuous use. A way maintained solely by the passage of vehicles does not constitute
a road.
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San Joaquin Valley Air Basin - For purposes of air quality monitoring, Califomnia has been divided into
fourteen air basins. San Joaquin Valley is one of these fourteen basins.

¢I I

Sensitivity Levels - A measure of people’s concemn for the scenic quality of the National Forests. The levels

dre:

Sensitivity Level 1 - Highest Sensitivity

Sensitivity Level 2 - Moderate Sensitivity

Sensitivity Level 3 - Lowest Sensitivity

Sequola Forest Tralls Plan - The Sequoia Forest is preparing a comprehensive trail plan to establish the
forest trail management for trail uses, including motorcycles, hikers, equestrians, skiers, bicycles, and
snowmobiles.

Scoping - the procedure by which the Forest Service determines the extent of analysis necessary for an
informed decision on a proposed action. Scoping is an integral part of environmental analysis. Depending
on the complexity and nature of the action, scoping varies from a brief consideration of a few pertinent factors
in a proposed action that may be categorically excluded to compliance with the Council on Environmental
Quality direction for a proposed action that must be documented in an environmental impact statement.

Sensitive Species - Species that have appeared in the Federal Register as proposed additions to the
endangered or threatened species list, and those that are on an official state list or are recognized by the
Regional Forester as needing special management in order to prevent them from becoming endangered or
threatened.

Snag - A standing dead tree from which the leaves and most of the branches have fallen.

Solitude - The state of being along or remote from habitations-isolation in a lonely, unfrequented, or secluded
place.

South Slerra Wilderness implementation Plan - The management plan generated from the establishment
of the South Sierra Wildemess. |

Special-use Permit - A permit authorizing the occupancy and use of National Forest land in the manner
specified.

Specles - A fundamental category of plant or animal classification.

Staging area - That location where incident personnel and equipment are assigned on a three (3) minute
available status.

Standard - Measurable aspects of indicators which provide a base against which a particular condition can

. be judged as acceptable or not. See Appendix B - Limits of Acceptable Change.

Streamside Management Zones (SMZ2) - Streamside Managemert Zone i3 a term used for areas given
special management consideration adjacent to streams. SMZs are notintended to exclude resource manage-
ment, but rather to stress the need for applying special care in management, in order to protect watershed
values, as well as other resource values and beneficial uses of streams, while utilizing the commodity
resources within the SMZ.
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Succession - The gradual changing of a biological community over time (including the replacement of one
community by another) until that change comes to a halt and the climax community is reached.

Suppression - Actions taken to extinguish or confine a fire.

System Tralil - A recognized trail located on the National Forest that is designed, constructed, and maintained
to accomondate a certain recreational need or mode of travel.

(‘ i
<

T
T & E - Threatened and endangered species (See Threatened Species, Endangered Species.
Threatened and Endangered Specles - See Threatened Species and Endangered Species.

Threatened Species - Any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeabile
future and which has been designated in the Federal Register as a threatened species.

Threatened Animal Species - Any animal species likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future
throughout all or a significant part of its range. See Endangered Animal Species.

Threatened Plant Species - Species of plants that are likely to become endangered within the foreseeable
future throughout all or a significant portion of their ranges, including species categorized a rare, very rare
or depleted.

Tlering - Refers to the practice of analyzing general alternatives and environmental consequences in broader
environmental impact statements and more detailed alternatives and consequences in site-specific environ-
mental documents. The more specific environmental document is then tiered to the analysis found in the more
general one.

Trail Maintenance Level - a maintenance sequence ranging from | to IV, with Level | being a low level
providing for resource protection and foot traffic only and Level IV being a high level emphasizing user
convenience for all modes of travel (foot, horse, motor vehicle).

Level 1 Maintenance Criteria - -Maintenance to facilitate foot traffic only
-Maintenance to protect resources

-Maintencnce for rolath st safe [not convenient) trave!

-No tread maintenance

Level 2 Maintenance Criteria - -Maintenance to facilitate foot traffic only. (Horse use
possible, however, not recommended.)
-Maintenance to protect resources
-Maintenance for safe (relatively convenient) travel
-Minor tread maintenance

Level 3-4 Maintenance Criteria - -Maintenance to facilitate foot, horse and/or motorcy-
cle use (motorized outside wilderness)
-Maintenance to protect the investment
-Maifitenaiice to iacilitate heavy tiaiiic
-Maintenance for safe and convenient travel
-Moderate to heavy tread maintenance (Tread width
includes tumouts, passing zones or double lane sec-
tions.)
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Trailhead - The parking, signing, and other facilities available at the beginning of a trail.

Type Conversion - The conversion of one vegetation type or plant species to another: e.g., shrub to grass
or sagebrush to bitterbrush.

u

i

User capacity - See Appendix B - Limits of Acceptable Change

Unclassified Area - A geographically distinct area for which no ambient air quality data exist and so the area
cannot be classified either as attainment or nonattainment. In most cases, an unclassified area is treated by
the regulator as an attainment area.

Understory - Low-growing vegetation (e.g. grasses, shrubs, or small trees) growing under a stand of trees.
Also, that portion of trees in a forest stand below the overstory.

Undispersed Recreation - Visitors collectively engaging in various activities for enjoyment or refreshment-
activities are structured in developed settings.

Unnecessary or undue degradation - Surface disturbance grater than what would normally result when an
activity is being accomplished by a prudent operator in usual, customary, and proficient operations of similar
character and taking into consideration the effects of operations on other resources and {and uses, including
those resources and uses outside the area of operations. Failure to initiate and complete reasonable
mitigation measures, including reclamation of disturbed areas, or creation of a nuisance may constitute
unnecessary or undue degradation. Failure to comply with applicable environmental protection statutes and
regulations thereunder will constitute unnecessary or undue degradation..

Upper Kern Run - A whitewater boating run on the North Fork Kern River from Johnsondale Bridge to the
southern Sequoia National Forest boundary. The Upper Kemn runs include four noncontinuous rafting trips
with various degrees of difficulty - Class li to V.

VOO: See Visua! Qualty Objactives.

Valid claim - A claim on which the discovery of a valuable mineral deposit has been made. In this usage,
valuabie is used in a economic sense, meaning that the deposit could be worked as a profitable mining
operation.

Valid Existing Rights - Those property rights in existence on the date of wilderness designation or on such

date as provided for in the particular Act that designated an area as wilderness; that were created by a legally
binding conveyance, lease, deed, contract, or other document; or as otherwise provided by Federal law.
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Variety Class - A classification system with three visual landscape categories: lJ

a. Distinctive (Variety Class A) - Unusual and/or outstanding landscape variety that stands out from
the common features in the landscape.

b. Common (Variety Class B) - Prevalent, usual, or widespread landscape
variety: also refers to ordinary or undistinguished visual variety.

T T e MinimnE (Varety Class Cy - Little of no Visuai vaniety inthe e T
landscape: monotonous or below average compared to the common features in
the landscape.

Vegetation composition transects - A data record of the plant composition, total plant cover, plant species
diversity, individual species frequency, etc. from point to point in a straight line.

Visual Condition - The state of visual alteration measured in degrees of deviation from the natural appearing
landscape. ‘

Visual Quality Objectives (VQO) - A set of measurable maximum levels of future alteration of a characteristic
landscape. These levels are:

" a. Preservation - Ecological changes only.
b. Retention - Human activities are not evident to the casual visitor.

c. Partial Retention - Human activity may be evident but must remain
subordinate to the characteristic landscape.

d. Modification - Human activity may dominate the characteristic landscape but must, at the same
time, follow naturally established form,

line, color, and texture. It should appear as a natural occurrence when viewed in the foreground or
middleground.

e. Maximum Modification - Human activity may dominate the characteristic '

landscape but should appear as a natural occurrence when viewed as
background.

Visual Resource - The compaosite of basic terrain, geolcgic faatires, water
features, vegetative patteins, anc 'and use effects that typify adand unit and
influence the visual appeal the unit may have for visitors.

w
Watershed - The entire area that contributes water to a drainage system or stream.
Wetlands - areas that are inundated by surface or ground water with a frequency sufficient to support and
that under normal circumstances do or would support a prevalence cf vegetative or aquatic life that requires
sarurated or seasenally saturated soil conditions for growth or reproduction.

Wild & Scenic River Act - ; October 2, 1968 (P.L. 90-542, 82 Stat. 906, as amended; 16 U.S. C. 1271 [note],
1271-12870. Amended again Oct. 30, 1986, (P.L. 99-590, 100 Stat. 3330) and all subsequent amendments.
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Wilderness - Undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent
improvements or human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions
and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of
man’s work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and
unconfined type of recreation; (3) has at least 5,000 acres or is of sufficient size as to make practical its
preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and (4) inay also contain ecological, geological, or features
of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.

~ Wilderness Act - U.S. Congress, Wilderess Act September 3, 1964, P.L. 88-577, Stat. 890; 16 U.S.C.

1121(note). And amendments. This Act establishes the National Wildemess Preservation System, defines
what wilderess is, the purpose of wilderness and how to manage it, and prescribes the process for adding
additional areas to the System.

Wild Trout Stream - A stream designated by the State of California to be managed exclusively for the
propagation of wild trout (those hatched in the wild): such streams are not stocked with hatchery-stocked
trout.

Wildfire - Any wildland fire not designated and managed as a prescribed fire.

WINI (Watershed Improvement Needs Inventory) - A process of recording information from each area within
specific National Forest System watersheds that need improvement, regardless of the functional area that
ultimately provides funding for implementation. The WINI is interdisciplinary, involving all resources.

Withdrawal - Withholding an area of Federal land from settlement, sale, location, or entry allowed under the
general land laws to reserve the area for a particular purpose or program.

Zone - See Management Zone.

Zone of Influence - The geographical area surrounding and intermingled with National Forest lands wherein
people live whose lives are most directly impacted by Scenic Area management decisions and activities.

3-FIA (Three-Forests Interpretive Associaton, inc.) Operates under an agreement with the Pacific Southwest
Region of the U.S. Forest Service, and is affiliated with the Sequoia, Sierra, and Stanislaus National Forests.
This association was stated to facilitate knowledge and enjoyment of the forests through interpretive materials
and services. Forest Service sales facilities are primarily at the Supervisor Officers and Ranger Stations on
the three National Forests. A percentage of the profits from sales is returned to the Forest Service to be used
for interpretive projects or programs.
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