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File Code: 7310
Date:  August 30, 2010

Dear Interested Party:

The Los Angeles River Ranger District of the Angeles National Forest (ANF) is conducting an environmental
analysis under the provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to evaluate a proposed
construction project south of Acton, California. We are soliciting public input of the issues to be addressed in
the environmental analysis. The ANF is analyzing construction of a new fire station located at Mill Creek
Summit near the intersection of the Angeles Forest Highway and Forest Service Road 3N17.

Background Information:

The Station Fire in 2009 burned over 160,000 acres of the Angeles National Forest, mostly on the Los
Angeles River Ranger District. Forest facilities, in particular, were heavily impacted, and the Mill Creek
Fire Station was completely destroyed. The Station consisted of a Barracks/Office, Garage/Shop, Gas/Oil
House, and two employee residences.

A well-documented history of mining also occurred in the vicinity of Mill Creek Station in the mid-19"
through early 20" centuries. Los Angeles County utilized the landform for a construction camp during
the construction of the Angeles Forest Highway, which was completed in 1941. In 1947, Southern
California Edison built their Bootlegger Circuit (and supporting facilities) through the summit. The same
year, the County built their compound of three buildings on-site. The Forest Service Fire Station,
originally known as Tie Canyon Summit Station, was built in 1949, consisting of a Barracks, Garage, and
Gas/Oil Shed, and was located adjacent to the County facility, with building modifications and
construction continuing into the early 1960s.

Purpose and Need and Proposed Action:

The purpose and need for the action is (i) the replacement of the burned Mill Creek Fire Station; (ii) the
continued public service and resource protection from that location, (iii) to comply with the Fire and
Aviation Facilities Master Plan, and (iv) to ensure that Forest Service facilities provide for high energy
efficiency in terms of HVAC components and the use of “green” materials such as VOC paint, flooring,
and carpeting.

The proposed action will consist of repairing damaged infrastructure and rebuild Mill Creek Fire Station,
in order to allow for the station to be fully utilized again. Specific project activities include:

a) Removal of burned structural debris and associated hazmat issues.

b) Surface cut and fill of the Station area in order to create a level compound;

¢) Reconstruction of the Station/Garage Building (approximately 4300 square feet), one Barracks
(approximately 2300 square feet), and associated improvements.

The new building construction will have appurtenant site development such as delineating, re-paving and
striping separate public, employee and government vehicle parking; landscaping; and installation of new
security fencing and gate to separate public from non-public areas on site. The buildings and site will
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comply with the Forest Service architectural guidelines. Construction is expected to start in Fall 2010,
with a completion date in Summer 2011.

Possible Alternatives

The Forest Service has identified one preliminary action alternative (besides the proposed action) for
consideration in the environmental analysis: This is the No-Action Alternative, under which the Mill
Creek Fire Station will not be rebuilt and the Mill Creek Engine Module will be assigned to another
location. Additional alternatives will be developed, as needed, during the environmental analysis. The
final alternatives analyzed in detail will depend on the issues raised during public scoping and further
investigation of the feasibility of alternatives.

Additional Information:

A Biological Assessment and Evaluation (BA/BE) will be completed on the proposed project. Any
recommended mitigations from the BA/BE will be implemented. An Archeological study will be
conducted for the project area and any protection measures will be implemented.

The Responsible Official for documentation of the environmental analysis and decision is Mike MclIntyre,
District Ranger, Los Angeles River Ranger District, 12371 North Little Tujunga Canyon Road, San
Fernando, CA 91342. Please address issues and concerns in writing by September 27, 2010 to: Mike
Mclntyre at the above address. Issues and concerns may also be submitted electronically to
mmcintyre@fs.fed.us. All comments received become a part of the project record and are available for
public review. Upon completion of the environmental analysis, an opportunity to comment will be
provided to those who have previously expressed an interest in these types of projects and those who
responded to this scoping letter. If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please contact meat
(818) 899-1900, ext. 223.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL J. McINTYRE
District Ranger
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