Land, Water and People 

Laura Garcia

Giving Back to the Valley
After five long and tiring work days in your week the only thing you want to do is go home, kick off your shoes and enjoy the weekend.  Some take a mini-vacation and head to the city. Others visit their family, go shopping or see a movie. Whatever you may do on the weekend, it’s important to you. 
But for a moment, consider another way to spend your weekend - volunteering. I know what you’re saying, “I deserve my weekends. I work diligently all week long and I just want to relax and do my own thing.” Let me just say that I understand. My weekends are usually spent sleeping in, watching TV, surfing the internet and visiting family. The last thing I want to do is work. 

After speaking with Rob Santoro, Volunteer Coordinator at San Luis Valley Public Lands Center, about his experience working as a volunteer and seeing his enthusiasm and joy, I thought I’d share with you some of his thoughts. 

“Volunteering is a way of life and a great way to give back to the community. I love it because I get to meet people who are like-minded and I make true friends. Volunteering is a way to make a difference and to see tangible results immediately. After you’re finished, you feel this sense of accomplishment. It’s also a great way to get your foot in the door, in fact I got this job by volunteering.” Santoro also said, “From October 2009 to September 2010, volunteers have dedicated over 32,000 hours of work to the Rio Grande National Forest and Bureau of Land Management’s San Luis Resource Area.”
On Earth Day 2010, thirteen volunteers removed approximately 25 tons of trash from the Vista Grande property in Saguache. In July 2010, twenty volunteers helped with the bighorn sheep count on the Conejos Peak District.  Also in July, twenty-nine volunteers participated in Pulling for Colorado, at Bishop Rock, near Rock Creek and Million Reservoir near South Fork. These are just a few of the many volunteer projects that have taken place over the past year. 
Volunteerism promotes unselfishness and improves the participant’s quality of life. The benefits of volunteering are countless and the satisfaction is profound. 
Volunteer opportunities are abundant and are easy to sign up for, but many are uncertain as to where to start. Others are worried that experience is required. Have no fear, because your search is over. 
There are two great upcoming opportunities for you to participate in. The first volunteer project will take place on Saturday, September 25, at 8:30 a.m. on public land managed by the Bureau of Land Management near the Ortiz Cemetery located six miles southwest of Antonito Colorado. The land is being used as an illegal dumpsite. There is trash, broken bottles, old tires and other waste material, and unfortunately, it can all be seen from inside the cemetery. 

The second volunteer project takes place on October 2, at 8:30 a.m. at Kerber Creek, which is west of Villa Grove. During this project, volunteers will transplant several chokecherry bushes to increase the stability of the creek banks due to years of erosion caused by mining waste dumped into the creek from the Bonanza area. 

These two projects, and many more to come, provide you with opportunities to give back to this beautiful valley that we all call home. If you are interested in volunteering for either of these projects, contact Rob Santoro at 719-852-6267 or rob@voc.org. 
Laura Garcia is a Public Affairs intern for the San Luis Valley Public Lands Center. She is a native to the San Luis Valley and loves making others laugh. 
