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Zone Recreation Specialist 
GS-0401-09/11
Boise National Forest

Idaho City Ranger District and Mountain Home Ranger District
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About the Vacancy:

The position is advertised using an open continuous roster under announcement numbers PERM-OCR-0401-57911-NAT-G&DP.  This means that the announcement for those interested in applying to a Recreation Specialist position are open continuously, and you should apply now. The application period for filling this position will close October 15, 2010 and a list of qualified applicants for this position will be requested soon thereafter.  This position is open to both current permanent employees and to all U.S. citizens.  Both vacancy announcements are posted on the USAJobs website (www.usajobs.com).  If you are interested in applying for this job, follow the link in the announcement to the automated application system, AVUE Digital Services.  Be sure to indicate Idaho City, Idaho in your choice of locations on your application.
About the Position

Series/Grade:  GS-401-09/11 

Title:   Natural Resource Specialist (Recreation)

Location: Idaho City, Idaho
Tour of Duty: Permanent full time 
Housing: Government housing may be available.
Position Description:

The incumbent for this position serves as a Recreation Specialist with responsibilities for planning and implementing the recreation, special uses, and trails programs for the Idaho City and Mountain Home Ranger Districts.  The position is responsible for providing technical and professional assistance to the District Ranger as well as serving as an Interdisciplinary Team Leader preparing NEPA documents, recruiting volunteers, personnel recruitment and hiring, travel management, grants and agreements, planning, develop and manage work plans, and grant applications for a variety of recreation, special use and trail projects. 
· Manages recreation program including developed and undeveloped campgrounds, trails program, winter recreation areas and multiple dispersed camping areas.

· Oversees the unit’s recreation and non-recreation special uses program.

· Develops and manages work plans for unified budgeting for recreation programs, through collaboration with the District and Forest. Leverage Forest Service allocation with outside grants.

· Oversees recreation facility operations and maintenance.

· Participates as an ID team member or leader for complex projects.

· Coordinates these program areas with other District functions and external interests including State Parks and Recreation, recreational user groups, and special use permittees.  
The incumbent will exercise the full range of supervisory duties for two or more subordinates at various grade levels by assigning, directing and reviewing their work, and solves difficult technical problems.  Carries out established personnel functions and practices, and keeps employees informed in important aspects of the program, recommends employee status changes such as promotions, reassignments, and awards; sets performance standards and evaluates performance; provides for employee development; and resolves personnel issues. 

Below are some statistics for the south zone recreation program.   






Mtn. Home
ID City     Zone Total

Miles of trail
(motorized and non motorized)

436
     571

1007

Developed Sites (numerous undeveloped sites)

  47
       38

    85

Special Uses



 
 98
       85

  183
Rental Cabins



 
   1
         7
  
      8
Forest Information:  

There is currently six administrative units on the Boise National Forest: Mountain Home, Idaho City, Lowman, Cascade, and Emmett Ranger Districts and the Lucky Peak Nursery. Comprising the seventh largest National Forest in the United States, the Boise National Forest’s 2.6 million acres provide diverse opportunities in resource management.  
Mountain Home District Information:
The Mountain Home Ranger District is located in close proximity to Boise, Idaho and includes administration of Capitol City front range lands. The District has a robust program of work that includes vegetation management, recreation, range, wildlife, fisheries, watershed, fire and fuels, noxious weeds, minerals, and special uses.  The District has about 30 permanent employees and typically hires 20 to 30 seasonal employees annually. 
The District is very diverse and mountainous and transitions from desert at the lower elevations, through ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir forests, to high alpine (9700 feet).  The highest drivable point in Idaho is located on the district at Trinity Lookout.  The district and nearby areas provide a diversity of recreational opportunities including 20 plus lakes, 4 major reservoirs, Bogus Basin Ski Area, Boise River, Rocky Bar Historic Mining District, Danskin Motorized trail system, and the Trinity Mountain Recreation Area.  
Idaho City District Information:

The Idaho City Ranger District is over 400,000 acres in size, ranging from open foothills along the Payette River on the western border of the District to the beautiful and infamous Sawtooth Mountains on the eastern portion.  Elevations range from 3200 to 8800 feet.  The climate is generally dry with plentiful sunshine year around.  Annual precipitation in Idaho City is approximately 15 inches, with most of it occurring as snowfall.  Winter temperatures range from a high of 35-40 degrees F, to lows just above zero.  Summer temperatures range from a high of 80’s to the upper 90’s, to lows in the 40’s. 

The District organization has approximately 35 PFT/WAE/TERM employees, and consists of seven primary departments: Administrative Services, Resources, Geology, Timber, Silviculture, Engineering, and Fire/Fuels.  

The District receives high visibility due to its close proximity to Boise, the capitol city of Idaho.  Several beautiful pristine rivers flow through the District offering some of the best strongholds of bull trout habitat in Southwest Idaho.  Trails for hiking, horseback riding, mountain biking, and motorized activities are abundant and provide for numerous opportunities in the mild season.  With relatively heavy snows and long winters, the District is a destination for many cross country skiers and snowmobilers with abundant ski and snowmobile trails both groomed and “find your own” available.
The Idaho City and Boise Communities: 
Idaho City is a quaint, historic mountain community of approximately 400.  Idaho City is the county seat of Boise County with tourism and timber as the primary industries.  Idaho City is not a full service community, but does offer the following services on a year round basis: one small grocery store and many small shops along Main Street with preserved historic buildings from the mining era of the 1860’s, two Laundromats, two motels, several restaurants, a medical clinic, and a post office. Public services include the Boise Basin public school (K-12) with approximately 300 students, the Senior Center, Boise County Public Offices, Sheriff’s Office, Public Library, and the Idaho City Volunteer Fire Department complex.  Churches include the Idaho City Christian Center (Protestant), St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) Church, and the First Baptist Church of Boise Basin.  Housing is available in Idaho City and in numerous rural subdivisions between Idaho City and Boise off of Highway 21.  Housing prices begin in the lower $120,000 price range.  Government housing may be available.  

Boise is 35 miles from Idaho City and offers the services and amenities of the largest city in the State of Idaho.  Many District employees commute from Boise daily.  The population of Boise is approximately 205,000, with an additional 585,000 in the surrounding metropolitan area.  An international airport, shopping, colleges and universities, and a variety of cultural and sporting events are readily accessible and available.  Boise has 34 grade schools, 9 junior high schools, and 5 high schools.  Several large regional, national, and international companies are headquartered in the “Treasure Valley”, including Morrison-Knudsen, Simplot, Boise Cascade, Micron Technologies, and Hewlett-Packard.  Two large medical regional centers (St. Lukes and St. Alphonsus) are also located here. Housing prices begin in the $120,000’s.  

Located along the Boise River and nestled against foothills of the Rocky Mountains, our city offers many outdoor activities to local residents, from skiing at Bogus Basin Ski Resort to biking on the Boise River Greenbelt to boating at nearby reservoirs.  The Boise area has it all - desert, rivers, mountains and lakes for hiking, camping, kayaking, river rafting, hunting and fishing.
For additional information, please contact:

· Idaho City District Ranger, Barbara Levesque    blevesque@fs.fed.us, 208-392-6681

· Mountain Home District Ranger, Stephaney Church schurch@fs.fed.us, 208-587-7961

· District Resource Staff, Herb Roerick



 hroerick@fs.fed.us, 208-392-3728

Boise, Idaho 

Population:  211,473 Boise; 559,095 Ada & Canyon Counties

CLIMATE

Elevation
2842 ft
Annual Mean Snowfall
20.9

Annual Average Temperature
51 F
Annual Mean Rainfall
12.11

January Average
22-36 F
Average Annual Wind Speed:   
9 mph

July Average
58-90 F
Sunshine Days                          
234

EDUCATION

Public Schools: 
Elementary
34

Junior High


9


High Schools
5

Boise State University
1

See http://www.boiseschools.org/, http://www.meridianschools.org/, and http://www.idbsu.edu/ for more information.  Private schools and charter schools are also available.  See websites below.   

DAY CARE:  Multiple day care facilities available.  See http://www.thecityofboise.com/child-care/index.html for more information

MEDICAL FACILITIES:  St. Lukes Regional Medical Center, St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center, Idaho Elks Rehabilitation Hospital, Boise VA Medical Center.  See http://www.thecityofboise.com/hospitals/index.html, for more information

CHURCHES:  Large number of churches, many denominations.  See http://www.thecityofboise.com/churches/index.html for more information. 

Transportation:  Boise Airport, ValleyRide bus service.

REAL ESTATE INFORMATION:  There are many home developments within the commuting area of Boise and the outlying areas of Eagle, Meridian, Star, Marshing, Kuna, Caldwell, Nampa etc. You can find many Brokerage Firms or Real Estate Companies on the internet.  

COMMUNITY AMENITIES: Boise Attractions: Boise City Zoo, Boise River Greenbelt; Idaho Botanical Garden; Bogus Basin Mountain Recreation Area and Ski Resort, World Center Birds of Prey 

Sports Teams: BSU Broncos (college football), Hawks (minor league baseball), Idaho Steelheads (ECHL), Idaho Stampede (NBA D League)

Historic Sites and Museums: Old Idaho State Penitentiary, Basque Museum & Cultural Center, Boise Art Museum, Boise Train Depot, Idaho Black History Museum, Idaho Historical Museum, Idaho Military History Museum, Idaho Museum of Mining and Geology 

Local Festivals:  Art in the Park; Art and Roses; Aviation Festival; Bald Eagle Days; City Harvest; Gene Harris Jazz Festival; Idaho International Film Festival; Idaho Shakespeare Festival; Soul Food Extravaganza; True West Cinema Festival; Western Idaho Fair 

Websites to visit the Boise area:  

http://www.cityofboise.org/
http://www.thecityofboise.com/
http://www.city-data.com/


Other Information:  

http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/boise/
http://www.idahocitychamber.com/
http://www.boise.org/ 

OUTREACH RESPONSE FORM

Recreation Specialist, GS-0401-09/11

 R4, Boise National Forest, Idaho City Ranger District, Idaho

NAME:   ________________________________________________________                                                                                                     

INTRA/INTERNET ADDRESS:  _______________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:_______________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE NUMBER: _____________________________________________                                         
GOVERNMENT AGENCY EMPLOYED WITH:  USFS_ ___ BLM_____ OTHER_____
TYPE OF CURRENT APPOINTMENT:  
PERMANENT_ ___ TEMPORARY_____ TERM _____ OTHER _____
CURRENT AGENCY/REGION/FOREST/DISTRICT:_________________________
CURRENT SERIES AND GRADE:______________________________________ 

CURRENT POSITION TITLE:​​_________________________________________                                                                              

If not a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee, are you eligible to be hired under any of the following special authorities?

___PERSON WITH DISABILITIES

___VETERANS READJUSTMENT

___DISABLED VETERAN W/ 30% COMPENSABLE DISABILITY

___VETERANS EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998

___FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER

___STUDENT CAREER EXPERIENCE PROGRAM

___OTHER_________________________________

Please send this completed form to hroerick@fs.fed.us or fax to (208) 392-6684 attention Herbert Roerick.

Thank you for your interest in this vacancy.

USDA Boise National Forest is an equal opportunity employer.
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