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Spotted Bear River Project Environmental Assessment Available for Review

The Spotted Bear Ranger District of the Flathead National Forest has completed an environmental
assessment for the proposed Spotted Bear River Project and the assessment is available for public
review and comment.

The purpose of the project includes:

e Restore forest structures and vegetation composition to a more natural, historical condition
that would be more resilient and resistant to potential future disturbances (including wildfire,
disease, or insect infestations),

e Maintain or improve timber productivity on suitable lands and provide a variety of wood
products to the local economy, including salvaging trees that are dead or at imminent risk of
mortality due to insects or disease,

e Maintain and improve recreational values and the safety of visitors at developed recreation
sites and other areas within the Wild and Scenic River corridor,

e Extend season of motorized access to Middle Big Bill and Silvertip Trailheads, and

e Reduce vehicle/trailer conflicts and safety impacts at the Silvertip Trailhead.

The project is located on the Spotted Bear District, with the area bounded on the west by the Hungry
Horse Reservoir and the South Fork Flathead River, on the north by South Fork Dry Park Creek, on
the south by a minor ridge off Spotted Bear Mountain just north of the mouth of Cedar Creek, and on
the east by the Great Bear Wilderness and Bob Marshall Wilderness boundaries.

The environmental assessment details the potential effects on four alternatives. These alternatives
include a no-action alternative and the initial proposed action, as well as two alternatives developed
by Forest Service Specialists after receiving public feedback to the initial proposal.

Public comments should be forwarded to the Spotted Bear Ranger District by Monday, October 18.
A copy of the assessment is available at Flathead National Forest Service Offices in Hungry Horse
and Kalispell, or at www.fs.fed.us/r1/flathead/nepa/nepa. For more information, please contact
Project Leader Michele Draggoo at 387-3827.
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