
Allenspark Recreational Shooting  
Project Update     

 On May 20, 2010, the U.S. Forest 
Service’s  Boulder Ranger District re-
leased a Proposed Action to develop a 
designated shooting range at the former 
Allenspark Dump site located just east 
of the junction of Highways 7 and 72. 
The site is a small parcel of National 
Forest System land surrounded by resi-
dential private land including five 
houses within about 1/2 mile. The pro-
posal addresses the hazard of bullets 
that originate from recreational shooting 
at the site and cross onto adjacent pri-

vate property, passing near residents 
and/or structures. While most shooting 
is done in a safe manner, the combina-
tion of the area’s popularity, topography 
and close proximity to private land, 
along with some unsafe shooting prac-
tices has led to safety issues.   
 The Proposed Action is to build a 
designated shooting range and initiate 
management actions that will prevent 
bullets passing from National Forest 
System land onto adjacent private land 
at the site.  

Timeline of Activities 
related to the 

 Proposed Action 
 
 The Proposed Action 

was released for com-
ments on May 24, 2010.   

 
 The comment period 

ended on June 23, 
2010.  Over 540 com-
ments were received. 

 
 Currently, the Forest 

Service is analyzing 
these comments. 

 
 The next step is to ad-

dress the comments in 
the Environmental  
Analysis. 

 
 30 day comment period 

on the Environmental 
Assessment will be pro-
vided during the spring 
of 2011.    

 
 All the documents re-

lated to this proposal 
are located on our   
website at: 
www.fs.usda.gov/arp 

 
 
 For More Information: 
Visit: www.fs.usda.gov/arp 
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Allenspark Recreational Shooting Project Background 
 

 The former Allenspark Dump is a small undeveloped parcel of National For-
est that is surrounded by developed residential private property. There are 
five houses within 1/2 mile  (one of which is just outside of 1/2 mile) from the 
dumpsite and approximately 82 houses and structures within a mile radius of 
where people shoot.  This parcel has not been specifically designated for  
recreational shooting.  It is one of many areas on the Boulder Ranger District 
where recreational shooters tend to informally gather. 

 
 The former Allenspark Dump Site is a popular area on the District for concen-

trated shooting.  It offers quick and easy accessibility from Longmont and 
Boulder, offers year-round shooting opportunities, and provides an area that 
is flat with hillsides for targets and backstops present. In the past several 
shooters could be shooting at one time in this area throughout the week and 
at different times of the day and night.   

 
 Eighteen near misses have been documented between 2008 through De-

cember 2009.  These near misses occurred  predominantly from recreational 
shooting originating on National Forest System Lands (NFS). Although the 
shooting originated in all but one report on NFS, the near misses occurred on 
private land because the bullets crossed from NFS to private land.   
 

 On April 27, 2010, 132 acres known as the former Allenspark Dump was 
temporarily closed to shooting to protect public health and safety.   This clo-
sure will remain in place while the Forest Service  completes the environ-
mental analysis to address the safety issue. The Environmental Assessment 
Process began on May 24, 2010.  
 

 The Boulder Ranger District’s initial scoping/comment period for the project 
ended on June 23, 2010.  We received over 540 comments on this project.  
Because of the considerable amount of comments received, an official 30 
day comment period on the Environmental Assessment will be provided dur-
ing the spring of 2011.    



Map of the Allenspark Recreational Shooting Project  


