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Prescription Description Appendix Notes/Appropriate Application 
Heavy Gate Custom built gate.  Heavy gate should be used on roads in areas with heavy 

snow-loads or if there is high likelihood of vandalism.  
Light Gate Commercially produced 

“Powder River” style gate  
 Light gates should be used on roads were snow-load is 

light and vandalism is not anticipated.  
No action/Restricted 
Elsewhere 

No physical management 
action necessary because 
motor vehicle access is 
restricted elsewhere. 

 This prescription should only be used on secondary routes 
where primary routes are sufficiently restricted.  Other 
prescriptions should be considered for closed routes if the 
primary route is not closed as well (i.e. if the route is or will 
be used in the future then this prescription may not be 
appropriate) 

Need to Change Decision  The MTP decision is in error 
and needs to be changed. 

 Changing the MTP decision will require subsequent NEPA 
documentation.  This prescription should not be used 
unless there is significant reason to do so. 

Restrictive Barrier—
Boulder 

A physical barrier constructed 
of rock boulders. 

 Boulder barriers are the preferred prescription for route 
closures and restrictions. 

Restrictive Barrier—Metal 
Fence 

A fence constructed of metal 
wire. 

 Metal fences should only be used were existing forest 
boundary or allotment fences exist, or boulder barriers or 
wood fences would not be appropriate or effective. 

Restrictive Barrier—
Wood Fence  

A fence constructed of wood.  Wood fences should only be used were boulders barriers 
would not be appropriate or effective. 

Restrictive Barrier—Metal  A metal structure used to 
restrict certain type(s) of use. 

 Metal restrictive barriers should be used mainly on non-
motorized trails with a managed use of stock and pack 
animal use.  The barriers are wider at the top and narrower 
at the bottom to allow the passage of pack saddles. 
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Restrictive Barrier—
Wood  

A wood structure used to 
restrict certain type(s) of use. 

 Wood restrictive barrier are common on OHV, ATV, and 
non-motorized trails.  The opening for OHV trails should be 
68”, 56” for ATV trails, and 40” for non-motorized trail (40” 
allows for wheel-chairs) 

Restrictive Barrier—
Boulder/side gate 

A physical barrier constructed 
of boulder with a side gate 

 Boulders used to restrict type(s) of use and a side gate to 
allow access for authorized use.  Only applicable with 
current administrative roads (admin, perm, private) where 
public access is limited to motorized and non-motorized 
trails. 

Restrictive Barrier—
Metal/side gate 

A metal structure used to 
restrict certain type(s) of use 
and a side gate. 

 Metal restrictive barrier used to restrict type(s) of use and 
a side gate to allow access for authorized use.  Only 
applicable with current administrative roads (admin, perm, 
private) where public access is limited to motorized and 
non-motorized trails. 

Restrictive Barrier—
Wood/side gate 

A wood structure used to 
restrict certain type(s) of use 
and a side gate. 

 Wood restrictive barrier used to restrict type(s) of use and 
a side gate to allow access for authorized use.  Only 
applicable with current administrative roads (admin, perm, 
private) where public access is limited to motorized and 
non-motorized trails. 

Coarse woody debris Woody debris scattered on 
impacted surface. 

 Coarse woody debris is only appropriate for closed and 
future administrative roads that are restricted elsewhere.   

Recontour/Seed/Barrier—
Boulder  

Recontour road, seed and 
barrier the road using 
boulders. 

 This prescription should only be used with closed roads.  
Recontouring will require supplemental analysis and, in 
some cases, a subsequent NEPA decision. 

Rip/Seed/Barrier—
Boulder  

Rip the road, seed it, and 
construct a boulder barrier. 

 This prescription is commonly used with both closed 
routes and future administrative routes.  Typically the 
entire length of a closed road will be ripped and only sight 
distance of administrative future use roads.  Both closed 
and future use administrative roads will appear the same 
to the public on the road (administrative routes will have a 
road number sign out of sight distance). 

Rip/Seed/Barrier—Metal 
Fence 

Rip the road, seed it, and 
construct metal fence. 

 Metal fences should only be used were existing forest 
boundary or allotment fences exist, or boulder barriers or 
wood fences would not be appropriate or effective. 
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Rip/Seed/Barrier—Wood 
Fence 

Rip road, seed it, and 
construct a wood fence. 

 Wood fences should only be used were boulders barriers 
would not be appropriate or effective. 

Sign (Only in 
administrative areas) 

Sign road with a sign stating 
“Administrative Site, 
Authorized Personnel Only” 

 This prescription is only used for current use administrative 
roads that access administrative sites that are very 
regularly used and gates would not make sense. 

Sign Sign road with a sign 
explaining vehicle restrictions. 

 This prescription is only appropriate for roads open to full-
sized vehicle only. 
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