
 

              

 

 

BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST  

TRAIL PERMITS 
 

 

Wyoming 

In the Wyoming portion of the Black Hills National Forest, roads & motorized trails have been 
enrolled in the “Wyoming Off-Road Recreation Vehicle Program”.  This program is 
administered through the State of Wyoming.  A separate Wyoming ORV permit is required to 
ride on these routes.   
 
Wyoming State permits can be purchased at the following locations: 

� Keyhole State Park, 22 Marina Road, Moorcroft, WY 82721, (307) 756-3896 
� Decker’s Food Center, 709 W. Main, Newcastle, WY 82701, (307) 746-2779 
� Crook County Treasurer, 309 Cleveland, Sundance, WY 82729, (307) 283-1244 
� Rapid Stop Conoco, W. Hwy 14 at I-90 Exit 185, Sundance, WY, (307) 283-2240 
� B-4 Automotive, 1101 Second Street, Upton, WY 82730, (307) 468-2700 

 
Additional information can be obtained by calling the State Trails Office at (307) 777-7477 or 
(877) 996-7275. On the internet information can be found at:   http://wyotrails.state.wy.us/ORV 
 
 
 

South Dakota  

A Forest Service OHV permit is required for each motorized vehicle using motorized trails 
designated open in the Black Hills National Forest in South Dakota.  
 

In addition, requirements for registration and licensing of vehicles with the State of South 
Dakota can be reviewed at:   http://www.state.sd.us/drr2/motorvehicle/title/register.htm#Off  or 
by contacting a county treasurer’s office. 
 
  
Types of Forest Service permits: 

 

� The annual permit is good for riding throughout the calendar year. Trail users should 
refer to the Motorized Vehicle Trail Map for when roads and trails will be opened 
seasonally. 

 
� The 7-day permit is good for a consecutive seven-day ride.  A seven-day period is 

defined as from 12:01 a.m. on the first day to 11:59 p.m. on the seventh day.  
  



 

 
 
 
 

 

Costs of permits: 

 

� The annual permit is $25 per vehicle per year. 
 

� The 7-day permit is $20 per vehicle for 7 consecutive days. 
 

� Permits are non-refundable.  Replacement annual permits may be purchased for $10 at 
Forest offices only (with proof of original purchase). 

 
� There are no discounts other than for replacements permits. America the Beautiful 

interagency Passes, including Senior and Access Passes will not be honored. 
   
 

Where can permits be purchased? 

 
Permits can be purchased at Black Hills National Forest administrative offices, by mail and in 
the future will be available from local vendors and by credit card on the internet. The Forest 
Service offices selling permits are: 
 

� Mystic Ranger District, 8221 S. Hwy 16, Rapid City, SD 57702. (605) 343-1567 
� Northern Hills Ranger District, 2014 N. Main Street, Spearfish, SD 57783, (605) 642-

4622 
� Hell Canyon Ranger District, 1225 Washington, Newcastle, WY 82701, (307) 746-2782 
� Bearlodge Ranger District, 101 S. 21st Street, Sundance, WY 82729, (307) 283-1361 
� Supervisor’s Office, 1019 N. Fifth Street, Custer, SD 57730, (605) 673-9200 

 
If an owner wishes to purchase a trail permit by mail, they may print a copy of the permit 
application from the internet at www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills.  A completed application with a 
check made out to “USDA, Forest Service” should be mailed to: 
 

Trail Permits 
Black Hills National Forest 

Supervisor’s Office 
1019 N. Fifth Street 
Custer, SD 57730 

 
Because online applications are not numbered, the submitted application should be attached to 
the pre-numbered application that corresponds to the permit being issued. 
  
Forest Service employees are not authorized to sell permits in the field.  Instead, employees may 
refer trail users to the nearest Forest Service office or participating vendor, when available.    
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 Annual Trail Permit Sales 

 

The permit application is in three parts. The pink copy is given to the purchaser. The collection 
officer retains the blue copy for collection officer records and the white copy is submitted to 
Marcia Pischke to be used to complete the statistical database. 
 
Permits and applications are accountable property. Please follow standard collection officer 
procedures. Exhibit A provides FTRS screen prints to be used when creating bills. 
 
Anyone can buy an annual permit. There are no residency requirements. 
 
There is no limit to the number of permits that can be purchased by one person. If someone is 
applying for a large quantity, please verify if they are a business that will be renting the vehicles 
and if so, furnish them with a commercial permit application. 
 
Permits can be purchased for another person. The name and address on the application should be 
that of the owner of the vehicle. The signature should be that of the person actually buying the 
permit, i.e., Woodsy Owl for Smokey Bear. 
 
The Forest Service agent or vendor must write the owner’s name in permanent black marker on 
the face of the permit.  
 
The owner should keep a copy of their permit application to show proof of purchase. 
 
If an annual permit is lost, the vehicle owner can bring in their copy of the original application 
and obtain a replacement permit for $10. Use the next available annual permit as the 
replacement, mark the corresponding application as such, indicating the $10 fee, and attach a 
copy of the original application. Without proof of original purchase, they must pay $25 for a new 
annual permit. 
 
Each purchaser is to be given a Motorized Vehicle Use Map at no cost. 
 

The permit must be visibly displayed on the motorized vehicle to minimize the need to stop and 
check for permits. 
 
Upon sale of the vehicle, the annual permit stays with the vehicle. If the seller purchases another 
vehicle, he will need to purchase a permit for that vehicle. 
 
Applicants may also check the box at the bottom of the trail permit application if they wish to 
volunteer to help maintain trails.  If they check this box, they should be aware that they may be 
contacted at anytime during the year to help. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sale Date:  _________         Permit Number: A11-00000 
 

BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST 

APPLICATION FOR ANNUAL MOTORIZED TRAIL PERMIT 

Print Name: ______________________________    Phone #: (____)______________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ City:________________ State:____ Zip code: __________ 

 
Trail users agree to comply with the motor vehicle use map. The trail permit must be attached to the vehicle 

according to the Black Hills Motorized Trail brochure and be visible at all times while riding. 

Sign Name: ________________________________________   

      

Type of vehicle:  � ATV   �  UTV   �  Motorcycle    �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make _________________   Model _____________________   Year __________  Color _____________   

(Each trail user is  given a Motor Vehicle Use Map with purchase of trail permit) 
Please visit our website at www.fs.fed.us/r2/blackhills.  

 I wish to volunteer for the Black Hills National Forest trails program (e-mail or phone #) ________________________  

White Copy – Forest Service      Blue Copy – Vendor      Pink Copy – Customer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Seven-Day Trail Permit Sales 

 
The permit application is in three parts. The pink copy is given to the purchaser. The collection 
officer retains the blue copy and the white copy is submitted to Marcia Pischke to be used to 
complete the statistical database. 
 
Permits and applications are accountable property. Please follow standard collection officer 
procedures. Exhibit A provides FTRS screen prints to be used when creating bills. 
 
Currently, there is an error on the 7-day permit application. The line for requesting the dates of 
the ride was omitted. Please add this information in the space available below the signature 

and have the purchaser initial the dates. This will be corrected in the next printing of 
applications. 
 
7-day permits have a calendar displayed on the edges. If an owner wishes to purchase a 7-day 
permit, the Forest Service agent or vendor punches out the month and 7 consecutive days the 
owner wishes to ride.  
 
The Forest Service agent or vendor writes the owner’s name on the front of the permit in black 
permanent marker.    
 
The cost of a temporary permit may not be applied towards the cost of an annual permit at a later 
time. The temporary permit expires at the end of the 7 consecutive days and is no longer valid. 
 
Multiple 7-day permits may be purchased at one time, but a separate permit is issued for each set 
of 7 days of use.   
 
Permits can be purchased for another person. The name and address on the application should be 
that of the owner of the vehicle. The signature should be that of the person actually buying the 
permit, i.e., Woodsy Owl for Smokey Bear. 
 
If a 7-day permit is lost, the application can be used as proof of obtaining a permit. It is not 
necessary to have a replacement permit issued. 
 
The owner should keep a copy of their permit application to show proof of purchase. 
 
Each purchaser is to be given a Motorized Vehicle Use Map at no cost. 
 
The permit must be visibly displayed on the vehicle to minimize the need to stop and check for 
permits.   
 
Users may also check the box at the bottom of the trail permit application if they wish to 
volunteer to help maintain trails.  If users check this box, they should be aware that they may be 
contacted at anytime during the year to help. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sale Date:  _________           Permit Number: D11-00000 
 

BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST 

APPLICATION FOR 7-DAY MOTORIZED TRAIL PERMIT 

Print Name: ______________________________    Phone #: (____)_______________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________ City:_________________ State:____ Zip code: __________ 

Dates of ride? Month:_____ / Beginning day:______  Ending day:______ (must be 7 consecutive days) 

 
Trail users agree to comply with the motor vehicle use map. The trail permit must be attached to the vehicle 

according to the Black Hills Motorized Trail brochure and be visible at all times while riding. 

Sign Name: ________________________________________   

      

Type of vehicle:  � ATV   �  UTV   �  Motorcycle    �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make _________________   Model _____________________   Year __________  Color _____________   

(Each trail user is  given a Motor Vehicle Use Map with purchase of trail permit) 
Please visit our website at www.fs.fed.us/r2/blackhills.  

 I wish to volunteer for the Black Hills National Forest trails program (e-mail or phone #) ________________________  

White Copy – Forest Service      Blue Copy – Vendor      Pink Copy – Customer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Commercial Permit Sales 

 

Some businesses such as private resorts, convenience stores, or hotels located near forest land 
may rent ATVs by the day or make them available to their guests. For use of the vehicles on 
Black Hills National Forest motorized trails, the business must purchase a commercial motorized 
trail permit and attach it to the machine.  

Commercial permits will be sold at the Mystic and Northern Hills offices. Applications will also 
be available on the Black Hills National Forest webpage. 

Permits and applications are accountable property. Please follow standard collection officer 
procedures. Exhibit A provides FTRS screen prints to be used when creating bills. 
 
Each commercial permit costs $125 (per vehicle). 
 
If a business wants to deliver their ATV’s to a trail or a designated trailhead, the business will 
need to apply for a separate outfitter permit. The District special use permit administrator can 
provide the business with a special use application, SF-299, for them to submit to be considered 
for authorization of this type of service.  

In addition to the make, model, year and color of the vehicle, applicants for commercial permits 
must also provide the VIN and license number, if licensed. 

Each applicant must visit with a special use permit administrator or with Rick Hudson to 
determine if an outfitter permit is also necessary. 

The commercial application is not pre-numbered so the Forest agent must note the number of 
each permit sold on the application. 

The Forest Service agent or vendor writes the business name on the front of the permit in black 
permanent marker.    
 



 

Sale Date:  _________          
 

BLACK HILLS NATIONAL FOREST 

APPLICATION FOR COMMERCIAL MOTORIZED TRAIL PERMIT 

The trail permit must be visibly displayed on the vehicle. 

Business Name: ____________________________ Phone #: (____)_________________________________

Address: _____________________ City:_______________ State:_______________  Zipcode: _____________ 

Authorized Person (print):  ___________________________________________ 

Authorized Signature: _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 Permit Number: C11- _______

Type of vehicle:  � ATV  �  UTV  �  Motorcycle  �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make ____________   Model ____________   Year _____  Color _________   License # _____________ 

VIN: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 Permit Number: C11- _______

 Type of vehicle:  � ATV  �  UTV  �  Motorcycle  �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make ____________   Model ____________   Year _____  Color _________   License # _____________ 

VIN: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

  Permit Number: C11- _______

Type of vehicle:  � ATV  �  UTV  �  Motorcycle  �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make ____________   Model ____________   Year _____  Color _________   License # _____________ 

VIN: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 

 Permit Number: C11- _______

 Type of vehicle:  � ATV  �  UTV  �  Motorcycle  �  SUV/Truck/Car 

Vehicle: Make ____________   Model ____________   Year _____  Color _________   License # _____________ 

VIN: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

 
 

This application is for vehicle use on motorized trails only. If your business wishes to transport motorized 

vehicles to the trails or trailheads you must obtain a separate outfitter permit.  



 

 

 

 

Placement of permit on motorized 
 

Vehicles with windshields will affix the permit to the front left lower quadrant of the front 
windshield.  Vehicles other than motorcycles, without windshields, will affix the permit on the 
left rear external wheel panel visible to inspection from
the permit on the front center fork or top of fender visible to front outside inspection. 
 
Permits will have the year in large numbers and will be color coded uniquely each year for the 
annual trail permit, 7-day trail permit, and commercial trail permit.  To be valid, permits will 
need to be affixed in the proper locations on the vehicle and kept visible (not covered with 
attached items, gear, or accumulated dirt or mud).
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motorcycles – top of front fende

 

 

  

Placement of permit on motorized vehicle 

Vehicles with windshields will affix the permit to the front left lower quadrant of the front 
windshield.  Vehicles other than motorcycles, without windshields, will affix the permit on the 
left rear external wheel panel visible to inspection from the left side.  Motorcycles will display 
the permit on the front center fork or top of fender visible to front outside inspection. 

Permits will have the year in large numbers and will be color coded uniquely each year for the 
trail permit, and commercial trail permit.  To be valid, permits will 

need to be affixed in the proper locations on the vehicle and kept visible (not covered with 
attached items, gear, or accumulated dirt or mud). 

 

top of front fender visible as you approach 

 

Vehicles with windshields will affix the permit to the front left lower quadrant of the front 
windshield.  Vehicles other than motorcycles, without windshields, will affix the permit on the 

the left side.  Motorcycles will display 
the permit on the front center fork or top of fender visible to front outside inspection.  

Permits will have the year in large numbers and will be color coded uniquely each year for the 
trail permit, and commercial trail permit.  To be valid, permits will 

need to be affixed in the proper locations on the vehicle and kept visible (not covered with 

 



 

 

 

 

How is the permit enforced? 
  

Forest Service personnel and local law enforcement officials will be checking trailheads, parking 
areas, and trails for compliance. The permit must be visibly displayed on the vehicle to minimize 
the need to stop and check for permits.   
 
 

Designated Trailheads 

A total of 18 trailheads will serve the designated motorized trail system in South Dakota: 

Mystic Ranger District Northern Hills Ranger District 

Ditch Creek Stageyard 
Red Fern Minnesota Ridge 
Neck Yoke Dalton Lake 
Pine Grove Camp 5 
Shanks Quarry Pilot Knob 
Schroeder Piedmont 
Victoria South Boxelder 
Thompson Spearfish Quarry 
Dutch Creek   
China  

 

 

Owner feedback 
 

The Forest Service wants to know what users think about their trail system.  Trail users may fill 
out comment cards, write, call, fax, e-mail, or visit Forest offices.  User comments will be used 
to help modify and improve the program and to determine where the fees should be spent.   
 
At the end of each year, an annual REA program summary report will be prepared and 
distributed to the public via internet at www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills.  This report will include the 
amount of fees collected during the year, how the money was distributed, what projects were 
accomplished, what new projects are being proposed, a list of proposed program changes (if any) 
and a summary of owner comments received. 

 

Additional Information 
 
Trail riders can obtain additional information by visiting our website at: 
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills or sending an email to r2_blackhills_webinfo@fs.fed.us 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit A 

Black Hills National Forest 

Trail Permits 

 

 

Creating a Bill in FTRS 

The following FTRS screen prints represent which options need to be selected when bills are 
created.  Dollar amounts will change based on the number and types of permits sold. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


