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Geyser Spring Trail #648

San Juan National Forest ;,

Dolores Public Lands Office

29211 Hwy 184
Dolores, CO 81323
www.fs.fed.us/r2/sanjuan

Length: 1% miles (2 km)

Hiking level: Moderate to Difficult

Starting Elevation: 8,600 ft.

Recommended Season: Summer and Fall

Ending Elevation: 9100 ft.

Amount of use: light

Directions to trailhead: From the town of Dolores, head east on Highway 145 for
12 miles to junction of NFSR (National Forest Service Road) #535. Turn left and travel 23.3
miles. The parking area is on the right side NFSR #535 (this is a new trailhead). The
trailhead is 2.2 miles south of the town of Dunton.

Trail Description: Beginning at the newly constructed parking area, the Geyser Spring
Trail starts by crossing the West Dolores River. There is currently no foot bridge across the
river on Forest Service Land, so it is important you wait for high water levels to drop before
attempting to hike this trail. Spring runoff is not a good time to attempt this hike. There are
rocks, however, that have been strategically placed for your convenience. Please watch small
children carefully. Hikers are encouraged to respect adjacent land owner’s private property
and not trespass across their bridge.

The trail rises approximately 500 feet in elevation from its beginning to end. There are
several relatively gently sloped switchbacks that take you through a series of small meadows
and aspen stands. Evidence of mining activity is apparent in the area.

The trail ends up at a small warm pool fed by the only true geyser in the state of Colorado.
Although the frequency of the eruptions varies, 30 to 40 minute intervals are most common.
The action is slight and boils 12 to 15 minutes emitting strong sulfur gases. The temperature
of the spring is 82.4 degrees Fahrenheit which is not the ideal temperature for soaking.

PACK IT IN - PACK IT OUT!
LEAVE NO TRACE!!
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