
2005 Centennial Project 
        

State:  Colorado NFEE funds used: $ 90,000 
National Forest:  Uncompahgre Other funds used: $  

  Partners: $243,000 
Project name:  Galloping Goose Trestle Stab. Total project cost: $ 333,000 

Project Purpose/Objectives:  Complete stabilization of the last standing trestle on the Rio Grande 
Southern narrow gauge railroad between Telluride and points south. Other funds (State Historical 
Fund, Highways Enhancement) had begun the work but were not enough to finish the bridge and 
ensure that the structure would be safe and stable. Partner San Miguel County was eager to 
complete the site along the new bikeway, which is increasingly popular and nearing completion. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  

Expected Benefits:  The historic bridge will 
remain standing for hopefully another 95 years 
and will weather additional high run-off in the 
stream below it.  Users of the Galloping Goose 
“Rails to Trails” bike path will have an 
interpreted overlook explaining a major piece 
of the history of the trail they are riding. 
 

Picture in Progress:   

After Picture:   

 

Work Performed:   Each upright support (or 
bent) was supported while the wood footing 
was removed and a set of concrete pilings 
were poured, upon which a new sill beam was 
installed, the uprights were set back down, 
and rotted timbers within the structure were 
replaced.  Centennial funds were used to 
restore bents number 7 and 8 (out of ten), 
which were crucial since after straightening 
the other 6, all of the weight of the bridge 
shifted onto 7 and 8.  
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