
FY 2005 Centennial of Service Challenge Accomplishment Report 
 
Project Name: Plateau Trail 
Forest:  Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National 
Forests 
 
Resource Benefits:  The resource benefited by the trails being maintained 
and reconstructed. Maintenance prevented soil erosion, vegetation 
degradation, and improved trail sustainability, and early clearing of the trails 
eliminated reroutes.  Trail reconstruction improved or replaced trail 
structures necessary to eliminate resource damage.  Proper signage let users 
know the mode of travel required on the trail and promoted travel plan 
compliance while addressing one of the four threats, unmanaged recreation. 
 
Public Benefits:  The public benefited by trails being maintained and 
reconstructed in several ways.  Trails opened early provided more user 
access.  Cleared and maintained trails increase users’ enjoyment.  Good 
maintenance and reconstruction work increase visitor safety.  Proper signing 
provides the public with knowledge about routes and travel management. 
 
Community and Partnership Involvement in Project:  Several motorized 
(ATV, Motorcycle) and bicycle groups were involved in this project.  They 
provided numerous man hours in working on the trails.  The benefits to them 
are improved trail conditions, safer trails, improved user experience, and 
understanding the FS concerns and problems dealing with natural resource 
issues.  In working with these groups, we have established a better public 
relationship that benefits both parties. 
 
Traditional Resource Outputs of Project: 

1. 120 miles of trails maintained and/or reconstructed 
2. 5 water crossings reconstructed 
3. 200+ trees cut off of trails 
4. 25 cinder block switch backs maintained and reconstructed 
5. 50 miles of trail brushed 

 
People Outputs: 
The AYA (Alternative Youth Adventures) worked on the forest doing trail 
maintenance this summer. 
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Partner and Funding Contributions: 
 
Partners: 
1. Alternative Youth Adventures 
 11 students, total hours 99 
   4 staff, total hours 28 
2. BLM Motorized Trail Crew 
 Two weeks bucking out trees 
3. COPMOBA (Colorado Plateau Mountain Biking Association. 
 56 people, total hours 448 
4. Uncompahgre Valley Trail Riders 
 25 people, total 200+ hours 
 
Funding Contributions 
NFEE Centennial Grant  $36,200.00 
 
Matching Contributions 
1. State OHV Grant  $42,000.00 
  
2. Partners   $10,455.91 
 
Total Matching Contributions $52,455.91 
 
Total Project Cost   $88,655.91 
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The following is one example of the work done with the Centennial Grant money. 
Work Performed:   
This is a motorized single track trail.  It had a very large, deep muddy area 
caused by a perennial seep from the hillside.  With no water drainage, this 
section of trail was a mud bog with the problem compounded by heavy cattle 
use.  We built a drainage ditch with a built-up embankment on the upper side to 
channel the water down to the pond.  The mud was dug out, and the trail tread 
was rocked in with two layers of large rocks.  A small rock bridge was built to 
allow travel over the drain ditch.  The lower side of the trail was cut and sloped 
back to allow water drainage and logged to prevent the cattle from eroding the 
trail edge.  
 

 

 
            Photo: Volunteer workers improve the Plateau Trail, GMUG. 
             
Expected Benefits:   
The drainage ditch and the built-up embankment should stabilize the hillside. 
Channeling the water will keep the flow off of the trail, keeping the trail dry and 
allowing it to stabilize. The rocked tread will provide a firm and solid foundation 
for trail users.  In drying up the area by providing good drainage, we should be 
able to eliminate resource damage cattle cause.  People can now cross this 
without sinking to their knees in mud. 
                   Below: Photo of the Plateau Trail now has a firm foundation. 
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