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Uintah River High 
School student Estelle 
Welsh studies a wild 
iris plant prior to 
collection. 

 
Project Name:  Ute Ethnobotany Project (FY2006-FY2007) 
 
Resource/Public Benefits:  The primary purpose of the project is the re-
establishment of the Ute connection to parts of Western Colorado ancestral 
homelands by means of preserving and documenting traditional plant use and 
the possible connection of plant locations to identified archaeological sites.  The 
project involves four visits from three Ute tribe elders and students to the 
Uncompahgre Plateau and Grand Mesa. Two of these occurred in June and 
September 2006. 
 
For Forest Plan Revision, the project is producing understandings critical to 
botanical and archaeological resource protection.  The project also strengthens 
conservation education involving disadvantaged tribal youth. 
 
Products of the project will include the following: 

 A list of plants the Utes traditionally used, with Latin, common, 
and Ute names.  Photos will be included when possible (an 
ethnographer is compiling an extensive plant list from historic 
resources). 

 Herbariums for the tribes. 
 A DVD of the plant collection process and project 

accomplishments. 
 A project description on the Museum of Western Colorado’s Web 

site. 
 
Congressional/Media Outreach:  The project was announced in the Museum 
of Western Colorado’s July newsletter but is purposely low-key in terms of the 
media as we want to protect the Utes’ intellectual property rights. 
 
Community and Partnership Involvement in Project:  Partners include 
the Grand Junction Area Office of the BLM; Colorado National Monument 
(NPS); the Museum of Western Colorado (Grand Junction); and Mesa State 
College (Grand Junction). 
 



  

Venita Taveapont, Uintah River High School teacher of Ute 
culture, language, and art, discusses the possible 
relationship of an historic wickiup to the surrounding plant 
community.  The wickiup is located on the Uncompahgre 
Plateau. 

 
Project Outputs:  The outputs so far have included collecting numerous plants 
the Utes have identified as used for medicinal and ceremonial purposes.  Dr. 
Walter Kelley, retired Mesa State College botany professor, conducted a plant 
pressing workshop for the Utes and donated two plant presses to the Ute Indian 
Tribe.   
 
People Outputs:  An ethnographer has compiled a 17-page list of plants 
mentioned in historical references as used by the Utes, and a DVD is being made 
of the project for tribal and government agency use.  A Web site will be made 
near the conclusion of the project in 2007 so teachers, students, and other 
interested people can learn about the project. 
 
 

 

Retired botany professor Dr. Walt Kelley helps 
tighten a plant press he’s just presented to the 
Ute Indian Tribe.  The ethnobotany project 
helps students preserve plants to show elders 
who can’t get out in the field but understand 
traditional plant uses.  


