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October Signals Fall Hunting Season 
Forest Managers Urge Caution 

 
As hunters make plans to enjoy another deer season, Ouachita and Ozark-St. Francis National 

Forests managers are urging caution to ensure a safe and productive experience.  The season draws 

hunters from all over the state and surrounding areas. 

“While we don’t typically see as many accidents occurring during bow season, we are just around 

the corner from black powder and regular gun seasons when the forests are filled with hunters.  We just 

want to remind people to be careful,” said Ozark-St. Francis National Forests Supervisor Judi Henry.  “Be 

sure of your target and be courteous.  When it’s all said and done, a good hunting trip is when everyone 

comes home safe and sound at the end of the day.” 

 All Arkansas and Oklahoma state wildlife agency laws are in effect on the national forests in the 

two states.  State and federal law enforcement officers are working with forest officials to reinforce rules 

relating to issues that occur year after year.  These illegal activities include: 

 Baiting game species on the national forests 

 Shooting from or across a county, state or federally maintained road  

 Possessing or consuming alcohol during any hunting activity or while operating a motorized 

vehicle, including off-highway vehicles (OHVs). 

 Additionally, campsites may be in place for up to 30 days as long as they are occupied.  At the end 

of the 30-day period, campsites must be completely dismantled and moved at least 1 mile from the 

original campsite. The 30-day period begins the first day any item is placed at the campsite.  

Campers may camp up to 90 days in a calendar year.  Campsites may not be reserved. 

Hunters should also be aware of additional legal requirements that apply only to the individual 

national forests. 
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Ouachita National Forest (Arkansas and Oklahoma) 

 Hunting stands may be erected for up to 14 days at a time and must be moved to another location 

more than 200 yards away if the hunting trip continues.  All stands must have the owner’s name 

and address permanently affixed.  Stands must be removed from the forest at the end of the 

hunting season.  

 Prior to publication of Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUMs), hunters may continue to utilize OHVs 

this season in their hunting pursuits in accordance with current rules and regulations, including 

open Forest Service roads and cross county.  OHV use is not allowed in areas or on roads that are 

gated, blocked by berms, or posted as closed, such as recreation areas, single use trails or 

wilderness areas. 

Forest visitors are also reminded of an Oklahoma State Law that requires riders ages 18 and under to 

wear a safety helmet while operating an OHV and prohibits more than one person at a time from riding an 

OHV unless the vehicle is specifically designed for two riders.   

 

Ozark-St. Francis National Forests (Arkansas) 

 OHVs are allowed only on designated routes.  Not all Forest Service roads are designated as 

routes.  OHV operators are responsible for picking up a free map at the nearest Ozark-St. Francis 

National Forests office or printing one from the website (www.aokforests.com) to ensure they are 

not riding illegally.   

 Hunting stands must be removed from the forest at the end of the hunting season. 

 

Of special concern this year are the especially dry conditions that are affecting the entire state. Many  

counties are currently under burn bans. Wildfire danger risk is currently high, and outdoor burning is 

strongly discouraged.  Outdoor burning includes the burning of yard waste or trash and sometimes 

includes campfires and outdoor grilling.  Burn bans are issued by county judges or commissioners and can 

vary from county to county.  Recreationists are urged to consider the following before leaving home: 

 Check with the state to see if the county you are entering is under a burn ban: Arkansas - 

www.arkfireinfo.org or 501-296-1940; Oklahoma - www.forestry.ok.gov or 800-580-2474. 

 Never discard lit cigarettes. 

 



• If camping on National Forest Service property in a location under a burn ban, check with the 

county to see what the burn ordinance allows. Some ordinances may allow propane cook stoves 

while others may or may not allow campfires in sheltered campfire rings. 

• Never park vehicles where grass or other vegetation can touch the exhaust system.  

 

     For more information on hunting the Ouachita or the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests consult the 

hunting regulations published by the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission or the Oklahoma Department of 

Wildlife Conservation.  Call the Ouachita National Forest at (501) 321-5202 or the Ozark-St. Francis 

National Forests at (479) 964-7200 to learn the location of the office nearest you. 
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