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CDTA volunteer building new trail on the Divide

Stretching 3,100 miles from Canada 
to Mexico and ranging from desert to 
tundra at altitudes of 4,000 to 14,000 
feet, the Continental Divide Trail (CDT) 
is the highest and most remote of the 
National Scenic Trails. Originally desig-
nated by Congress in 1978, slow progress 
due to shrinking budgets, lack of public 
involvement, and increased demands on 
America’s public lands prompted the For-
est Service to look for a more creative way 
to complete the CDT.

The formation of the Continental Divide 
Trail Alliance (CDTA) in 1995 created 
public and private enthusiasm for the 
CDT. Within two years, CDTA-coordinated 
volunteers had inventoried all 3,100 miles 
and thousands of volunteer hours had 
been dedicated to trail improvements. 
As of 2006, the CDT is approximately 
63% complete. The CDTA has organized 
approximately 8,500 volunteers to help 
complete the Trail translating into nearly 
$4.2 million of volunteer labor. Numerous 
partner organizations, including the gen-
erous support of National Forest Founda-
tion, have made these efforts possible.

fulfill its mission, NFF provides funding to 
facilitate local involvement and encourage 
grassroots participation in forest stewardship 
so communities can play a leading role in 
determining the future of National Forests 
and Grasslands. The central Colorado Rockies 
were one of five NFF geographic focus 
areas around the country where efforts were 
concentrated through their Matching Awards 
Program. 

In 2006, the National Forest Foundation 
awarded $414,433.00 to projects in the 
Rocky Mountain Region. These awards were 
distributed through their Matching Awards 
Program, Wilderness Stewardship Challenge, 
and Community Assistance Program. Funds 
were awarded to nonprofit organizations 
to accomplish conservation work on the 
Arapaho, Roosevelt, Grand Mesa, Pike, San 
Isabel, Routt, San Juan, Uncompahgre and 
White River National Forests.

As the congressionally designated nonprofit 
partner of the US Forest Service, the 
National Forest Foundation (NFF) engages 
organizations and individuals in community-
based and national programs that promote 
the health and public enjoyment of the 193 
million acres that make up the National 
Forest System. To help the US Forest Service 




