
Partnership Project Success Story 
                                                                 FY 2006 Only 

 
Project Purpose/Objectives:  The current (2006) 5 year agreement is to conduct mechanical 
treatments and prescribed burns to achieve restoring, protecting, or enhancing resources within 
the Gore Creek watershed as set forth by the Vail Valley Forest Health Plan & the Town of Vail 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). The treatments will take place on approximately 
1,600 acres of National Forest System (NFS) lands, 200 acres of Town of Vail land and 50 acres of 
private land. Actions taken on all non-National Forest lands benefit Forest Service goals and 
objectives. Other purposes include wildland fuels hazard reduction to help protect the community 
of Vail. Also provide a wildfire prevention program during the current Mountain Pine Beetle 
outbreak to reduce the risk of human caused fires in the Vail area. This agreement will provide 
$730,000 of TOV funds to the USFS to accomplish work and an additional $770,000 of TOV funds 
used by the town for direct work by town employees and contractors.  
 
Work Performed:  

Project Year 
~ TOV 
Acres 

~ WRF 
Acres 

~ TOV 
Cost 

~ USFS 
Cost Totals Remarks 

Booth #1 & 
2 2001 0 200 0

 $      
25,000  

 $  
25,000  

Spraddle Creek, Aspen cut, pile & 
burn  

Booth #6 2002 34 36
 $      
5,000  

 $      
25,000  

 $  
30,000  

Fall Condo Area, Aspen cut, pile, 
burn & Broadcast Burn 

Bighorn 2003 7 2
 $      
5,000  

 $        
5,000  

 $  
10,000  D-Space, Plus ~$5,000 CSFS 

Buffehr ?   0   
 $               
-  

 $           
-  MPB 

Chamonix 2003 8 4   
 $               
-  

 $           
-  D-Space 

East Vail ?   0   
 $               
-  

 $           
-  D-Space 

Donovan 2005 29 0
 $    
85,000  

 $      
10,000  

 $  
95,000  

Ground logged piles burned, Plus 
~$20,000 CSFS 

Greenhill 2006 19 0
 $  
130,000  

 $        
5,000  

 
$135,000  

TOV, Heli logged. Ongoing: Piles 
to burn 

VV 202b 2006 0 6
 $    
55,000  

 $      
10,000  

 $  
65,000  WRF above Greenhill, Heli logged 

VV 514 2006 20 35
 $             
-  

 $      
30,000  

 $  
30,000  

Booth Creek & Bighorn, Aspen 
cut, pile & burn. Ongoing 

FY06 
contract 2007 5 80

 $      
5,000  

 $    
200,000  

 
$205,000  

Contract let in 2006, work will start 
spring 07. Ongoing 

Totals   122 363
 $  
285,000  

 $    
310,000  

 
$595,000   

 
Benefits:  The benefits of these burns and mechanical treatments will reduce the accumulated 
natural fuels that are building up on the White River National Forest and other lands that are 
located within Gore Creek watershed; thereby reducing the fire hazard to Town of Vail property 
owners and to resources on The White River National Forest.  

State: Colorado FS Funds Used: ~$ 245,000 
National 

Forest/Grassland: 
White River National Forest 
Eagle/HX Ranger District 

Other Funds Used: $ 0 

  Partners: ~$ 190,000 
Project Name: Vail Valley Forest Health Total Project Cost: ~$ 435,000 



 
Other benefits include long term enhancement of aspen stands that will act as crown fire free 
zones and provide forest diversity within the Vail area. 
 
Since approximately 75% of local wildfires are human caused, providing a wildfire prevention 
program (during the high fire hazard, red needle phase of the current Mountain Pine Beetle 
outbreak) is a timely and cost affective way to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfire. 
 
Additional Information 
Partners:  Town of Vail (TOV) 
 



 

 
http://www.vaildaily.com/article/20061002/AROUND/61002009&SearchID=73269861941768 
 
The above is a link to a Vail Daily Article about the project. 

The sound of a helicopter chopping through the air bounced around West Vail on Monday.  
 



Grabbing three to five logs at a time, the helicopter descended about 500 feet on the upper bench of Donovan 
Park to set the logs down in a meadow along Matterhorn Circle. There, trucks waited to cart them away to a 
lumber mill in Silt.  
 
Over the last month, crews have cut down more than 2,000 lodgepole trees dead or dying of pine beetle 
infestation on nearly 30 acres of town of Vail and Forest Service land in West Vail.  
 
Vail fire department’s Tom Talbot, who is managing the project, and his trusty can of pink spray paint 
marked trees close to homes and other buildings for cutting so the structures should be safer if a wildfire 
were ever to come through the area. 
 
“We are serious about doing wildfire fuel mitigation,” said Bill Carlson, Vail’s environmental health officer 
and planner. “The town is at risk — we’re an island in a sea of trees. The way we’re doing it, it’s real low 
impact with minimal damage to the vegetation and the hillside.” 

Because the trees are being flown out, they aren’t being dragged through the 
 forest, damaging the ground.  
 
Aspen trees are also being cut down to encourage new growth as younger 
trees are more resistant to disease and fire. The aspen trees will be left 
behind and burned once there’s enough snow on the ground to make the 
burn safe.  
 
“It’s like when people get old, there needs to be a new crop of kids,” said the 
Forest Service’s Phil Bowden.  
 
The project will cost about $760,000 and is funded by the town and the 
Forest Service.  
 
Officials hand-delivered flyers to about 75 residents living near the cut area, 
ensuring people that no trees would be flying over their homes. 
 

“We had no complaints or phone calls,” Carlson said. “Everyone is very pleased that it’s happening.”  
 
Some environmental critics say the dead and dying trees should be left alone to allow nature to take its 
course. They say cutting will cause erosion, landslides and worsen the quality of the soil.  
 
Most environmentalists agree the natural course would include a massive forest fire, but having a world-class 
ski resort burned to the ground isn’t an attractive option for many in the area.  
 
“We’re working adjacent to town,” Bowden said. “We’re concentrating a short distance from homes, not 
cutting dead trees up the mountain. We have a town that’s under all these landslide areas that we have to 
protect.” 
 
Carlson said even if they did want to take out all the dead trees, the cost of the project would be 
astronomical. So for now, they’ll stick to doing what’s necessary to protect the community. 
 
“We can do what’s natural for nature, but it violates human values so we’ve got to get those trees out,” 
Carlson said. “It’s quite a show. People have been coming out with their cameras.”  
 

 

 
Phil Bowden of the US Forest Service, 
left, and Tom Talbot of the Vail Fire 
Department, right, stand among trees 
cut down because they were infested 
with pine beetles. 
Shane Macomber/Vail Daily 
 
Browse Vail Daily Photos  

 


