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U.S. Forest Service – SOUTH PARK district to BEGIN
Prescribed BURNING
FAIRPLAY, Colo., Oct. 19, 2010 – The Pike National Forest-South Park District is preparing for up to 2,500 acres of prescribed burning in Park County starting after October 18 and lasting through the fall and winter. The  projects are southwest of Lake George on both sides of Elevenmile Canyon, including Wagon Tongue, Springer and Rocky Gulches.

Dates for the burning are uncertain because ignition will take place only when weather and fuel conditions are such that the fire will be of low to moderate intensity and there are minimal smoke impacts to surrounding communities.  Recent rain and snow fall has resulted in fuel conditions suitable for prescribed burning as specified in comprehensive burn plans for each project area. If burning does take place, it may last from one to several days with smoke visible from Highway 24 and other areas during actual burning days. Smoke will linger in the air for several days after ignition is completed.

Vegetation types are predominantly ponderosa pine, grass, shrubs and aspen.  Surface burning of the area is designed to reduce the amount of timber needles, duff and small diameter woody debris. In general terms, "duff" is the layer of decayed needles and other material on the forest floor above the actual soil.

In addition, prescribed burning will help restore open conifer stands and aspen groves,  improve soil nutrients and resprout grass and shrubs for wildlife.
For mor information, contact the South Park District at: 719-836-2031.
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