WORKING TOGETHER

In Mississippi, the Forest Service is
committed to working with the public
and other interested parties in the on-
going route designation process, but
realizes that we can not provide
everything to everyone; we are work-
ing under the constraints of the rule
as well as current and anticipated
budgets and available resources.

A note concerning the Motor
Vehicle Use Map (MVUM)

A MVUM is being published for each
ranger district. The MVUM will be a
black and white map that shows only
those routes where motor vehicle use
is authorized and is not intended to
replace visitor maps. A visitor map
may be needed in addition to the
MVUM, especially for people
unfamiliar with a particular unit.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic I formation,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an indi-
vidual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
gram. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should co tact USDA’s TARGET Center at
(202) 720 2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Di-
rector, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250- 9410, or call (800) 795-3272
(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity provider and employer.

For Additional Information
Contact:

National Forests in Mississippi

Supervisor’s Office:
Phone: (601) 965-1600

Bienville Ranger District:
Phone: (601) 469-3811

Chickasawhay Ranger District:

Phone: (601) 428-0594

Delta Ranger District:
Phone: (662) 873-6256

De Soto Ranger District:
Phone: (601) 528-6160

Holly Springs Ranger District:
Phone: (662) 236-6550

Homochitto Ranger District:
Phone: (601) 384-5876

Tombigbee Ranger District:
Phone: (662) 285-3264
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Summary

To better protect natural resources while
continuing to provide opportunities for
motorized recreation, the National Forests
in Mississippi has implemented the travel
management rule. The travel management
rule requires each National Forest and
Grassland to designate roads, trails, and
areas open for motor vehicle use. The rule
was developed in response to dramatic
increases in the number and capabilities of
off-highway vehicles (OHVs) which have
been responsible for increases in natural
resource damage and motor vehicle
accidents. The rule affects management of
all motorized use, including licensed
vehicles and OHVs.

Advantages of the new rule:

+ Better protects natural resources
(water quality, vegetation, heritage
resources) by preventing damage
caused by off-route travel.

+ Reduces potential for user conflicts.

+ Allows maintenance funds to be
focused on designated routes rather
than across an entire administrative
unit, where cross-country travel has
been legal.

+ Reduces confusion on where motor-
ized vehicles can legally be ridden.
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What is the travel management rule? The travel management
rule is a national rule developed at the national level that all national for-
ests and grasslands (193 million acres) must implement. It requires restricting motor-
ized use to designated roads, trails, and areas as shown on a motor vehicle use map
(MVUM) and allows for limited cross-country travel for big game retrieval. The intent of
the rule is to eliminate unmanaged (off-trail) cross-country travel by OHVs to better
protect cultural and natural resources and reduce user conflicts.

What is an MVUM, where do | get one, and what is the cost? The
MVUM is a legal document that only displays routes (roads and trails) open to motor
vehicles; if a route doesn’t appear on the MVUM, it is closed to motor vehicles.
MVUMs are available at each ranger district office, on the National Forests in Missis-
sippi website, and can be obtained free of charge.

Can | still ride my OHV cross-country off of designated trails? OHV
use is restricted to designated trails. The only exception is for big game retrieval within
identified game retrieval corridors as shown on the MVUM (i.e. most Wildlife Manage-
ment Areas (WMAs). Consult the MVUM for more specific information concerning
game retrieval. For information on trails open to OHVs, consult the MVUM.

Can | ride my OHV on closed roads within identified game retrieval

corridors to retrieve legally harvested big game (deer and hogs)?
Yes, unless otherwise posted as closed to big game retrieval to protect natural re-
sources or public safety.

Have there been changes in where | can legally drive my licensed
motor vehicle? Yes, there have been minor changes with a total of 19 additional
miles available for public use. For specific information, consult the MVUM or contact
the local district office.

How has access to traditional hunter camps been affected by the

rule? Access to existing designated dispersed campsites (traditional hunter camps)
will remain unchanged as a result of rule implementation in Mississippi.

Are the current route designations permanent or will there be

changes in the future? Route designations are not permanent — the MVUM will
be reviewed annually and updated as needed changes are identified. The public is en-
couraged to stay involved in route designation efforts at the local level.



