FY 2006 Monitoring & Evaluation Report
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Forest Supervisor’s Certification
Executive Summary

Page

Chapter I. INtroduCtion.............cocooiiiiiiii e,

AL PUMPOSE. ..t

B. Monitoring and Evaluation................ooooi i e

C. Report Organization............o.eveuiee i et e e e e e e

Chapter I1. Monitoring Findings and Recommendations...........................

Issue A. Ecosystem Condition, Health and Sustainability

Sub-Issue 1. Biological DIiVersity.........cccevvvieiie e

a. Vegetation Management...........c.cooiiiiiiieneinn i,

(1) Regeneration of Desired Tree Species...............

(2) Ten Year Age Class...............

(3) Prescribed BUMNING........ovve v viiieieieeeeeens

b. Management Indicators.................

(1) Diversity of Plant and Animal Communities

(2) Habitat for Management Indicator Species

(MIS)...

3 Populatlon Trends of Management Indlcators .....

c. Threatened, Endangered and Sensitive Species..........
Sub-Issue 2. Forest and Range Health..................oooiiin .

a. Air Quality...

(1) General Forest A|r Quallty .......
(2) Class I and Class 11 Lands Air Quality
D. FOrest PeStS. ... v e

(1) Pine Beetles............ccceevee..
(2) Non-Native Invasive Plants......

Sub-Issue 3. Watershed ConditionsS.......c.ooeeveee i,

a. Soil and Water Conservation.............c.ccooeeniennen.

b. Water Quality..........coooiiiiiiii e,

c. Revegetation of Temporary Roads................cccoeeee.

Issue B. Sustainable Multiple Forest and Range Benefits......................
Sub-Issue 1. Outdoor Recreation Opportunities.............c.c.veveenee.

a. Recreation Uses and Opportunities....

b. Visual Quality Objectives...........ccoevveiiiiiiiiin,
c. Off-Road Vehicle Use.........ccovviiiiiiiii i

FY 2006 NFGT M&E Report - Table of Contents - i

NP P e

[
QO ~NOOTWWWwWww w

11
12
12
12
12
13
14
14
15
17
17
20
20
21
21
21
22
22



Sub-Issue 2. INfrastructure ..........cooiiie e e 23
a. Road Construction, Reconstruction, and
MaiNteNANCE. .. ...t e, 23
b. Facilities.. 26
c. Lands.. .. 26
Q) Property Boundary Malntenance 26
(2) Land Ownership Adjustments... cevreneeieeee. 28
(a) Acquired Right-of-Ways............................. 28
(b) Land Exchanges, Acquisitions,
Interchanges, and Donations................cccceeevee. 28
Sub-Issue 3. Human INFlUENCES. .........covvveiiiiiiii e, 29
(1) Law Enforcement.........ccooviiiiii e, 29
(2) Land Use Authorizations.. . ceee 30
Sub-Issue 4. Roadless Areas, Wilderness and W|Id and Scenlc
Rivers.. . R X |
Sub- Issue 5 Tlmber .......................................................... 32
a. Timber Sale Allowable Sale Quantity...................... 32
b. Silvicultural Practices.............ccocevviiiiiiiinieiie. - 33
c. Restocking Harvested Lands.............cccocvvvvieinnnn s, 33
d. Maximum Harvest Acres.. ST 7/
e. Timber Harvesting on Land Not Classmed as
Suitable.......o 35
f. Classification of Lands As Suitable for Timber
ProdUCTION. .. e 35
SUD-ISSUE B. FOMagE... .. e et ettt et e e e e e e e e 36
Sub-Issue 7. Other ProductS...........coovviiiiiiiiiiciii e e, 37
Sub-Issue 8. Heritage ResOUrces..........c.ocevvvieiivnnnvievinenen. 39
Issue C. Organization Effectiveness.. 41
Sub-Issue 1. Economics.. . " ¥
Sub-Issue 2. Evaluation New Informatlon ................................. 42
a. Emerging Issues, Concerns and Opportunities............. 42
(1) NFGT Litigation.........c.coiieeiviiiiiieieeee e, 42
(2) National Forest System Litigation Affecting the
NFGT.. . .. 43
b. Changes in Resource Plannlng Act Pohcres or Other
D1 =To! o] 43
c. Significant Changes in Conditions or Demands.......... 44
(1) Hurricane Rita ..........cooeiii e 44
(2) Tornado Damage on the Davy Crockett National
FOrESt. .. 48
(3) FIre SEVEritY.......ov i e e, 51
d. Effects of National Forest Management to and from
Private Lands.. .. P o
(1) Wlldland Urban Interface .............................. 52
(2) Payments to COUNLIES. ......c.vvvviriniiie e eenen, 53

FY 2006 NFGT M&E Report - Table of Contents - ii



Chapter I11. Evaluation of Outcomesonthe Land...................ccoooeiiiini

Chapter IV. FY 2006 Action Plan ...........ccccoooiiiiiiiii e,
A. Actions Not Requiring Forest Plan Amendment or Revision.................
B. Actions That May Require Amendment or Revision of the Plan............
C. Actions Not Requiring Forest Plan Amendment or Revision (05)..........
D. Actions That May Require Amendment or Revision of the Plan

Tables

Table 1 Seral Stage Distribution

Table 2 Forest Type Group Trends

Table 3 Prescribed Fire — Acres Burned Annually

Table 4 Caddo/LBJ Watershed Improvement Accomplishments
Table 5 Miles of Road by Activity

Table 6 Boundary Line Target and Accomplishments

Table 7 Law Enforcement Arrests and Search Warrants

Table 8 New Lands Special Use Permits Issued

Table 9 Harvested Timber Volumes

Table 10 NFGT Mineral Activity

Tablell Parcels and Acres Offered for Mineral Lease/Number of Parcels and Acres Leased
Table 12 Forest Expenditures by Fiscal Year

Table 13 Payments to Counties in 2006

Figures

Figure 1 Windstorm Damage on the Sabine National Forest March 23, 1998

Figure 2 Windstorm Damage on the Sabine National Forest December 3, 2006

Figure 3 Seral Stage Distributions

Figure 4 Prescribed Burn Acres

Figure 5 Hurricane Rita Damage

Figure 6 Mechanical Mulching and Prescribed Fire in Red Cockaded Woodpecker Cluster
Figure 7 Typical start of a SPB spot

Figure 8 Hydrilla

Figure 9 Lespediza

Figure 10 Salt Cedar

Figure 11 Active Erosion on the LBJ National Grassland

Figure 12 Large Gully Before Treatment

Figure 13 Large Gully After Treatment

Figure 14 Fish Passage Culvert Installation on the Angelina National Forest

Figure 15 Illegal Trash Dump Site on the Davy Crockett National Forest

Figure 16 Number of AUM’s by Year for the Past Ten Years

Figure 17 Surface disturbance caused by timber removal operations on the Angelina NF
Figure 18 Surface disturbance caused by timber removal operations on the Angelina NF

FY 2006 NFGT M&E Report - Table of Contents - iii

55

66

66
66
67

67



Figures (continued)

Figure 19 Path of Hurricane Rita

Figure 20 Satellite Image of Hurricane Rita

Figure 21 Rainfall Estimates from Hurricane Rita

Figure 22 Path and Damage of the Tornado on the Davy Crockett National Forest
Figure 23 Tornado Damage on September 26, 2005

Figure 24 Tornado Damage on April 2, 2006

Figure 25 Revegetation of Temporary Road in Tornado Damaged Area

Figure 26. Landline Boundary Between Private land and Federal Property on the Caddo
National Grasslands

Figure 27 Payments to Counties for the Past 20 Years

Appendices

Management Indicators

Threatened and Endangered Species

National Forest Management Act (NFMA) Checklist

Updated Research Information

Names and Positions of Preparers

Summary of Field Reviews and Other Actions

25% Payments to States - County Allocations Based on NF Acreage
Comment Form

IEMMUOm»

FY 2006 NFGT M&E Report - Table of Contents - iv



