
Restoration Steering Team Mtg Minutes; Dec 3, 2009 

Attendees: Michelle Aldridge, Joffrey Brooks , Randy Burgess, Judy Francis, Katie Greenburg, Nancy 
Herbert, Steve Henson, Marisue Hilliard, Hugh Irwin,  Mary Noel, Monica Schwalbach, Terry Seyden, 
Gordon Warburton, Carolyn Wells 

Weed Partnership Update  
Carolyn Wells, Gary Kauffman, and members of the Southern Appalachian Cooperative Weed 
Management Partnership (including WNCA, Equinox Environmental and the Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy) met on November 30 to brief Marisue Hilliard on their work and to discuss ways the NC 
Division of Forestry and the FS can support their work. 
 
Michael Cheek with the North Carolina Division of Forestry has become the contact from for the State. 
There is an opportunity here to funnel State and Private Forestry funds from the USFS through the state 
to do NNIS control on the private lands adjacent to NFS lands. Michael will meet with this group again to 
set geographic priorities for NNIS across the region. 
  
Other sources of funding to explore:  

• Secure Rural School. Funds maybe available here to get dollars to counties that contain NF land. 
This is done extensively out west.  Resource Advisory Commissions (RACs), decide on how to 
fund projects on NF lands. Several counties can pool resources together to reach a funding 
threshold. Region 8 of the FS currently has some proposals to create these RACs, which are set 
up under the auspices of FACA. Funding for RACs depends on timber receipts and special use 
permits. Terry Seyden has a fact sheet on this and he will email information.  Besides what Terry 
sends, more information can be found by Google-ing NF Counties and Schools Coalition. 

• SAMAB Foundation. SAMAB has supported these efforts in the past. 
 
Next meeting for the group: Feb 11 

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
See the other attachment with recent meeting minutes. 

Update on R8 Effort 
National collaboration cadre, funded from the WO assists field units by doing interviews and workshops 
with stakeholders. Most recently, they assisted the GW NF on their plan revision. The Regional Forester 
has asked this group to convene a conversation about collaborative restoration and host workshops in 
the Southern Apps to support the region’s initiative. Collectively, the cadre will develop a vision by 
March 1, 2010 and a collaborative action plan that represents the collected vision of a restored 
Appalachian landscape.  
 
Workshops will be hosted in many places. It was not decided whether each state would host a workshop 
independently, but we could request that one be held in Asheville. 
 



The regional planning director is aware that we’re on our own path, and moving ahead. Where we are 
doing something good, it will be valuable to share that so that other forests can learn from our 
experience. 
 
Some steering team members expressed concern over a duplication of effort, but others reminded that 
this is not duplication because it occurs at a different scale. This may help set priorities and remove 
budget constraints. The regional office may fund pilot initiatives, for which NC would be eligible. 

USFS announces new climate change framework  
Marisue passed out a new letter from the Chief on the new FS Climate Change Framework.   

SRS Regional Questions on Early Successional Habitat (ESH), Oak 
Regeneration and Fire 
Nancy is pulling together research papers that answer these questions.  Some of them are ready – hot 
off the presses. Others will be compiled before the end of the month. 
 
Katie Greenberg is hosting a panel discussion with the Association of SE Biologist on April 8 at the 
Crowne Plaza hotel. It will include about 14 speakers on the science of ESH. 

USFS Developing New Planning Rule 
The USFS is developing a new land management planning rule. Terry has been tasked to assist in 
designing the collaborative strategy used in rule development. The Notice of Intent (NOI) for revision of 
the planning rule could appear as early as the end of this month. Terry will send an announcement of 
the NOI when it is posted. After the NOI is published, the public has 60 days to comment. If everything 
continues on planned timeline, then new planning regulations could be established by November 2011, 
with a draft EA next summer. 

Transitioning with Nancy Herbert’s retirement 
Nancy Herbert, our SRS representative on the steering team, is retiring from the Southern Research 
Station. She will be missed. Best wishes, Nancy! 
 
Susan Fox will take her place on the steering team. Susan is a long-time Appalachian native. She is now 
assistant director for research at the SRS. We welcome Susan to the group. 
Kier Klepzig will take on Nancy’s place on the Southern Appalachian regional restoration initiative. Kier 
worked with Duke Rankin on the development of his questions on the three pressing topics. He is also 
an SRS point person on climate change. He is an entomologist by training.  
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