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DECTSTON NOTICE
AND

FINDTNG OF NO SIGNTFTCANT TMPACT

TURNER OTTER SALVAGE AND REHABILITATION PROJECT

Umat i l l a  and  Granc  Counc ies ,  O regon
USDA Fo res t  Se rv i ce

Umat i l l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t
No r th  Fo rk  John  Day  Ranger  D i s t r i c t

Th i s  Dec i s i on  No t i ce  and  F ind ing  o f  No  S ign i f i can t  Impac t  (FONSI )  documenrs  rhe
Fores t  Se rv i ce  dec i s i on  to  imp lemen t  sa l vage  ha rves t  o f  i nsec t  damaged  t imber
wi th in the area descr ibed in the Turner  Octer  Salvage and Rehabi l i tac ion
Pro jecE  Env i ronmen ta l  Assessmenc  (EA)  .

The  i n fo rmac ion  i n  t h i s  documen t  i s  desc r i bed  i n  more  de ta i l  i n  t he  EA .  I t
documen ts  t he  ana l ys i . s  o f  t he  a rea  and  i s  ava i l ab le  f o r  pub l i c  rev iew  a t  t he
o f f i ce  o f  t he  Fo res t  Supe rv i so r  i n  Pend le ton ,  Oregon ,  and  a t  t he  No r th  Fo rk
John  Day  Ranger  Sca t i on ,  Uk iah ,  Oregon .  The  EA  i s  t i e red  to  t he  "Umat i l l a
Na t i ona l  Fo res t  Land  and  Resou rce  Managemen t  P lan  F ina l  Env i ronmen ta l  Impac t
S c a t e m e n c  ( F E I S ) "  a n d  R e c o r d  o f  D e c i s i o n  ( R O D ) ,  d a t e d  J u n e  l l ,  1 9 9 0 ;  a n d  t o  t h e
"Manag ing  Compe t i ng  and  Unwan ted  Vege ta t i on "  FE IS ,  ROD,  and  Med ia ted  Ag reemen t ,
d a t e d  D e c e m b e r  8 .  1 9 8 8 .

The  Tu rne r  O t te r
o f  U k i a h ,  O r e g o n .
the North Fork
p o r t i o n s  o f  T . 6 5 .

The  Dec i s i on

p ro jec t  a rea  i s  l oca ted  app rox imace l y  L2  a i r  m i l es  sou theas t
The  a rea  cons i s t s  o f  app rox imace l y  5 ,200  ac res  and  i s  w i t h i n

John  Day  R ive r  wa te rshed .  The  l ega l  desc r i p t i on  i nc ludes
,  R . 3 2 E . ,  T . 7 5 . ,  R 3 2 E . ,  T 7 S . ,  R . 3 3 E . ,  W i l l a m e t t e  M e r i d i a n .

I t  i s  my  dec i s i on  to  imp lemen t  A l t e rna t i ve  4 .  Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  p rov ides  fo r
the  sa l vage  ha rves t  o f  L4 .9  m i l l i on  boa rd  f eec  o f  dead  and  dy ing ,  i nsec t
d a m a g e d  D o u g l a s - f i r  a n d  w h i t e  f i r  f r o m  2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s .  U n i t s  w o u l d  b e  h a r v e s t e d
th rough  a  comb inaE ion  o f  he l i cop te r  and  conven t i ona l  l ogg ing  syscems .  No
spec i f i ed  road  consc rucc ion  wc ju ld  be  requ i red .  App rox i rna te ) - y  0 .4  m i l e  o f
t empora ry  roads  wou ld  be  requ i red  to  access  the  un i t s .  App rox ima te l y  9 .9  m i l es
o f  Fo res t  Road  5505  wou ld  be  recons t ruc ted .  Fo l l ow ing  ha rves t ,  p resc r i bed
bu rn ing  fo r  p lan t i - ng  s i t e  p repa ra t i on  and  fue l  r educ t i on  wou ld  t ake  p lace .

O E h e r  A c c i v i t i e s  a n d  M i t i s a t i o n  M e a s u r e s :

Deve lopmen t  o f  a  wesce rn  l a r ch  seed  p roduc t i on  a rea  co  p rov ide  a
f u t u r e  s e e d  s o u r c e .
Imp lemen ta t i on  o f  a  B ig  Game Secu r i t y  A rea  i n  t he  sou the rn  po r t i on  o f
t he  ana l ys i s  a rea .  W i th in  ch i s  a rea ,  t imbe r  ha rvesc  i s  de fe r red ,  and
a l l  r o a d s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  e f f e c t i v e l y  c l o s e d .
Snags  and  g reen  t ree  rep lacemencs  w i l l  be  managed  a t  che  l 00 t
po ten t i a l  b i o l og i ca l  popu la t i on  by  mark ing  w i th in  sa l vage  un i t s  a t  t he
1308  l eve l  t o  accoun t  f o r  l osses  due  to  w ind th row  and  o the r  na tu ra l
f o r c e s .
Bu rn ing  fo r  w i l d l i f e  f o rage  enhancemenE.
The  use  o f  no  cu t  bu f fe rs  t o  p ro tec t  s t reams ,  seeps  and  bogs  w i th in
t h e  p r o i e c c  a r e a .
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6 .  P l a n c i n g  o f  s h r u b s  a n c i  g r a s s  s e e d i n g  w i c h i n  c h o s e  r i p a r i a n  a r e a s  c h a c
a re  ou t r s i de  o f  t he  ca t t l e  a l l o tmen t .

1 .  The  p lacemen t  o f  g rass  seed  and  wa te rba rs  on  sk id  t r a i l s ,  t empora ry

roads  and  Land ings .
8  W inged  subso i l i ng  w i l l  be  done  on  l and ings  and  tempora ry  roads ,  co

r e d u c e  s o i l  c o m P a c t i o n .
9 .  The  ex i s t i ng  a l l o tmen t  f ence  wou ld  be  recons t ruc ted  i n  o rde r  t o  keep

c a t t l e  w i t h i n  t h e  c a t t l e  a l l o t m e n t .

1 0 .  H a n d  p u l l i n g  o f  n o x i o u s  w e e d s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a r e a .

Add i t i ona l  i t ems  can  be  found  i n  t he  EA  and  ana l ys i s  f i l e .

M o n i t o r i n g :

I n  add i t i on  t o  t he  mon i to r i ng  requ i remen ts  i n  t he  Fo res t  P lan ,  t he
fo l l ow ing  mon ico r i ng  e lemen ts  we re  added .

l .  Mon i to r  changes  i n  HE I  and  i t s  e f f ec t s  on  e l k  popu lac ions  i n  t he
D e s o l a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t .

2 .  Mon i to r  cove r  a round  B ig  Game Secu r i cy  A rea  (BCSA)  co  de te r rn ine  when
the surrounding area meets Forest  Plan Standards and Guidel ines for
b ig  game cove r .

3 .  R ipa r i an rzwace r  (ana l yze  sed inen tac ion ,  peak  f l ows ,  sc reambank
s tab i l i t y ,  wa te r  t emperaEure ,  pe rcen t  o f  s t ream su r face  shade )
a .  S t ream su rveys  o f  Round ,  Raspbe r r y  and  O t te r  C reek ,  p r i o r  t o  and

a f t e r  p r o p o s e d  t i m b e r  s a l e  a c c i v i t i e s .
b .  The  use  o f  t he rmographs  on  Round ,  Raspbe r r y ,  and  O t te r  C reek

be fo re ,  du r i ng ,  and  a f t e r ,  p roposed  t i r nbe r  sa le  ac t i v i t i es

4 .  Mon i to r i ng  o f  pocen t i a l  nox ious  weeds  w i th in  t he  sa le  a rea  fo r  5  yea rs
fo l l ow ing  ha rves t .

5 .  Mon i to r  ne ! ,  a reas  o f  f o rage  to  see  i f  t hey  a re  be ing  used  by  ca tE le .
6 .  Mon ico r  ca t t l e  movenenc  to  de te rm ine  i f  f ences  w i l l  be  necessa ry  i n

those areas where nalura l  barr iers may have restr ic ted thei r  movemenEs
i n  c h e  p a s t .

7 .  Mon i to r i ng  t o  i nsu re  Cha t  range  improvemen ts  a re  i n  t he  same cond i t i on
(o r  be ts te r )  t han  be fo re  t he  sa le .

Add i t i ona l  i t ems  can  be  found  i n  t he  EA ,  ana l ys i s  f i l e ,  and  the  Fo res t

Forest  Heal th Background

Over  t he  l as t  yea r ,  f o res t  hea l t h  i ssues  i n  t he  B lue  Moun ta ins  have  been  w ide l y

exp lo red  and  deba ted .  Du r i ng  Ehe  cou rse  o f  t hese  d i scuss ions ,  p r i o r i t i es  f o r
sa l vage  and  res to ra t i on  e f f o r t s  ' r e re  es tab l i shed .  Recogn i z i ng  tha t  i nsec t  and
d i sease  p rob lems  know no  admin i s t rac i ve  bounda r i es ,  and  the  ep idemic  i s  so  vas t

tha t  f u l l  r ecove ry  w i l l  t ake  decades ,  Ehe re  was  a  need  to  esEab l i sh  a  p lace  Eo
s ta r t .  D l scuss ions  w ich  the  Con fede ra ted  T r i bes  o f  t he  Umat i l l a  and  i . l a rm

Spr ings  Ind ian  Rese rvac ions ,  Oregon  Depar tmenE o f  F i sh  and  In i l d l i f e  (ODF&[ I )  ,
t imbe r  i ndus t r y ,  env i ronmenEa l  i n te res t s ,  B lue  Moun ta in  Na tu ra l  Resou rce

Ins t i t u te  members ,  and  o the rs  have  he lped  es tab l i sh  t hese  p r i o r i t i es .  Ove ra l l

guidance cones f rom the UmaCi l la  NaCional  Forest  Land and Resource Management

Plan (LRMP) which def ines lands sui table for  t imber product ion,  and establ ishes

managemen t  d i rec t i on ,  s tanda rds  and  gu ide l i nes ,  and  managenen t  a reas .

Long - te rm res to ra t i on  e f f o r t s  a re  a l so  gu ided  by  t he  seven  sEra teg ies  ou t l i ned

in  rhe  B lue  Mounca in  Fo resc  Hea l th  Repo r t  pub l i shed  i n  Ap r i l  1991 .  Th i s

p ro jec t  i s  ou r  f i r s t  p ro jec t  t haE  comb ines  che  sa l vage  o f  dead  and  dy ing  t i nbe r

w i th  l ong - te r rn  res to ra t i on  s t ra teg ies  unde r  t he  gene ra l  gu ide l i nes  ouc l i ned

above .  I t  i nc ludes  the  fo l l ow ing  p r i nc ip les :



Sa lvage  w i l l  be  conduc tec i  on i v  on  l anc i s
ava i l ab le  f o r  t imbe r  p roducc ion  i n  che  LRMP

f h e r e  w i l l  b e  n o  s a i v a g e

R o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i L l  b e

D o u g i a s - f i r  a n d  g r a n d  f i r

Snag  and  g reen  t ree  rep lacemen ts  w i l l
b i o l o g i c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  ( T h o m a s ,  e t  a I . )

c i e te rm inec i  t o  be  su i cab le  and

l n  r L D a r r a n  a r e a s  o r Dec i i ca ted  O ld  Growch  s tanc i s

m i n i n i z e d .

w i - I l  be  t he spec  i es  c i es  i gnaEec i  f  o r

be  managed  a t  l 00 t  o f

s a l v a g e .

t h e  p o t e n r i a l

R e t e n t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  p o n d e r o s a  p i n e ,  w e s t e r n  l a r c h ,  a n d  l o d g e p o l e  p i n e
w h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  c h e  r e g e n e r a c i o n  o f  f i r  a n d  n o n - f i r  s p e c i e s ,  w i l l
enhance  d i ve rs i t y  w i t h i n  t he  p ro jec t  a rea .  Th i s  w i l l  a l so  p rov ide  fo r  more
insec t  res i s tanE  s tands  i n  t he  f uEu re .

Access  and  c rave l  managemen t  ac t i v i t i es  w i l l  be  emp loyed  to  he lp  o f f se t  t he
nega t i ve  e f f ec t s  o f  r educed  hab i t a t  qua l i t y  f o r  b i g  game.  Th i s  w i l l  be
accomp l i shed  by  reduc ing  the  open  road  dens i cy  i n  t h i s  a rea .

B .

9 .  Long -ce rm ecosys tem recove ry  p ro jec t s  have  been  i denc i f i ed  du r i ng  the
ana l ys i s  p rocess  wh ich  w i l l  be  p lanned  and  imp lemen ted  as  f unds  become
ava i l ab le .  These  i nc lude  p ro j  ec t s  such  as  so i l  r es to rac ion  (e ros ion

conc ro l  and  r i pp ing  o f  t empora ry  l and ings  and  roads ) ,  sc reams ide  shade
enhancemen t ,  nox ious  weed  con t ro l ,  r e fo res ta t i on ,  and  hab i t a t  imp rovemen ts .
These  p ro jec t s  can  be  accomp l i shed  w ich  funds  gene raced  by  t he  sa le  o f
' ^ 1 " ^ - ^  - - * e r i a l  o r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  d o l l a r s .  S a l v a g e  h a r v e s t  i s  t h e  f i r s c>  d r  v  d b E  l l r d  L t

s t e p  i n  t h e  f o r e s c  r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  A d d i t i o n a l  s i t e - s p e c i f i c

resco rac ion  p ro jeccs  w i l l  be  i den t i f i ed  and  examined  i n  subsequen t
env i ronmen ta l  assessmen ts  .

10 .  P lann ing  and  ana l ys i s  a re  done  on  the  Landscape  sca le .  By  l ook ing  a t
sub -wace rsheds ,  o r  l a rge  p ieces  o f  l and ,  cumu la t i ve  e f f eccs  can  more
app rop r i a te l y  be  ana l yzed  fo r  such  ch ings  as  wa te rshed  and  b ig  game
movemen t .

11 .  The  re inEroduc t i on  o f  f i r e  i n to  che  ecosyscem i s  cu r renc l y  be ing
exp lo red .  The  nac iona l  f o rescs  i n  t he  B lue  Moun ta ins  a re  cu r renE ly
deve lop ing  a  f i r e  h i sco ry  s tudy  tha t  w i l l  ass i s t  us  i n  de te r rn in ing  where ,
when ,  and  how much  f i r e  shou ld  be  re in t roduced  tha t  w i l l  mee t  ecosysuem
ob jec t i ves .  Recogn i z i ng  tha t  i n  many  a reas ,  a r t i f i c i a l l y  h igh  l eve l s  o f
f ue l  cu r ren t l y  ex i s t ,  v re  w i l l  t hen  p lan  the  mos t  e f f i c i en t  and  e f f ec t i ve
means  o f  u t i l i z i ng  f i r e  on  an  ecosys tem and  l andscape  bas i s .  We  i n tend  to
u t i l i ze  resu l t s  o f  t he  f i r es  h i s to ry  s tudy  to  ass i s t  i n  pos t - sa l vage
ac t i v i t i es  w i t h i n  t he  p ro jec t  p l ann ing  a rea .

The  p ro jec r  L ies  w i t h in  l ands  ceded  to  t he  Un i ted  SEa tes  by  t r ea t i es  w i t h

A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  c r i b e s .  T h e s e  c r e a c i e s  e s c a b l i s h e d  t r u s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r
che  Un i ted  SEa tes  t ha t  we re  i n tended  to  p ro tec t  r ese rved  r i gh t s  and  i n te rescs
o f  t he  c r i bes .  Du r i ng  p ro jec t  scop ing  and  a l t e rna t i ve  ana l ys i s ,  we  t r i ed  t o

assu re  t hese  respons i . b i l i t i es  we re  ca r r i ed  ou t .  One  o f  t he  dominanL  conce rns

o f  t he  Con fede ra ted  T r i bes  o f  t he  Umat i l l a  I nd ian  Rese rvau ion  (CTUIR)  i s  t he

need  fo r  co ld ,  c l ea r  wa te r .  The  a l t e rna t i ves  and  spec i f i c  r n i c i ga t i on  measu res

fo r  t h i s  p ro jec t  we re  deve loped  w i th  t hese  conce rns  i n  m ind .

Ac t i v i t i es  w i l l  i nco rpo ra te  i ssues  gene raced  f ro rn
Cons ide ra t i ons "  documen t  j o i nc l y  p roduced  by  ODF&W and
b i o l o e i s t s  a n d  s i l v i c u l t u r i s E s .

the  "P lann ing
Fores t  Se rv i ce



I n  mv  re . r i ew  o f  t h i s  p ro jec t ,  a l ong  w i th  t he  en t i r e  f o res t  hea l t h  s i t ua t . i on  on
che  Umat j - l l a  Na t i ona l  Fo res t ,  i t  i s  c l ea r  t o  me  Eha t  sa l vage  o f  dead  and  dy ing
i i -mber  i s  on l y  a  pa r t  o f  che  so lu t i on .  C lean  wa te r  and  p roduc t i ve  so i l s  a re
the  founc ia t i on  f o r  f o res t  hea l ch .  Th i s  p ro jec t  w i l l  accomp l i sh  some  o f  t he
work  necessa ry  t o  move  toward  des i red  fuEure  cond i t i ons ,  and  i t  shou ld  gene ra te
f u n d s  t o  h e l p  a c c o m p l i s h  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  f o r e s c  h e a l c h .

Purpose and Need

Throughouc  the  B lue  Moun ta ins ,  pdsE  managemenE p rac t i ces  o f  se lecc i ve  ha rves t
and f i re  exc lus ion have encouraged t imber s tands,  prev iously  dominated by
ponde rosa  p ine  and  wes te rn  l a r ch ,  Eo  become dominaced  by  shade  to le ran t  spec ies
( t r u e  f i r s  a n d  D o u g l a s - f i r ) .  T h i s  a l t e r e d  p a t t e r n  o f  s u c c e s s i o n  h a s  r e s u l E e d
in t imber s tands which are not  in  thei r  preferred envi ronmencal  habi tat  and are
the re fo re  noc  as  read i l y  adap tab le / res i l i enc  t o  c l ima t i c  changes ,  i nsec ts ,  and
d i seases .  Th i s ,  coup led  w i th  s i x  consecu t i ve  yea rs  o f  d roughE ,  has  resu l t ed  i n
t rees which are suscept ib le to the surv iva l ,  growth,  and spread of  several
i n s e c t  a n d  d i s e a s e  o r g a n i s m s .

Dur ing  che  pasc  e leven  yea rs ,  t he  No r th  Fo rk  John  Day  Ranger  D i s r r i cE  has
expe r i enced  va r i ous  l eve l s  o f  i nsec t  damage  i n  t he  Doug las - f i r  and  t rue  f i r s
due  to  t he  wes t re rn  sp ruce  budworm.  By  the  sp r i ng  o f  1989 ,  i t  became ev idenE
cha t  che  Doug las - f i r  ba rk  beec le ,  a  na tu ra l l y  occu r r i ng  i nsec t ,  l r as  . ove r l y
abundant  in  the weakened t rees and thaE the impacts would be much more severe
than  an t i c i pa ted .  Wh i l e  t he  Tu rne r  Oc te r  a rea  does  p rov ide  a  f avo rab le  hab i t a t
f o r  t he  g row th  and  deve lopnen t  o f  Doug las - f i r  and  t rue  f i r s ,  t he  advanced  age
of  the stand and several  consecut ive years of  drought  have st ressed the t rees
to  t he  po in t  whe re  they  a re  no  l onge r  ab le  t o  p rocec t  t hemse lves  f rom e i t he r  o f
t hese  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i ons .  Cons ide rab le  mor ta l i t y ,  e i t he r  d i rec t l y  resu l t i ng
from the spruce budworrn or  fo l lowing agents such as the Douglas- f i r  bark beet le
o r  p rev ious l y  ex i s t i ng  d i seases ,  has  resu l t ed  i n  a  l oss  o f  t imbe r  p roduc t i v iEy ,
vege ta t i ve  cove r ,  and  w i l d l i f e  hab i t ac .  I n  add i t i on  t o  t h i s ,  pas t  p rac t i ces  o f
f i r e  exc lus ion ,  ove r  s tocked  s tands ,  and  i nc reases  i n  pesc  re la ted  c ree
morta l i ty  have considerably increased the amount  of  natura l  down and dead woody
- ^ + ^ - . ' ^ - l  /  C . . ^ 1  1maEer ra r  ( rue r  roads ) .  The  known  f i r e  h i s to ry  o f  t he  a rea  and  the  i nc reas ing
fue l  l oads  make  the  l i ke l i hood  o f  a  h igh  i nEens i t y  l a rge  f i r e  p robab le .

As  a  resu l t  o f  t he  ana l ys i s  o f  cu r ren t  and  po tenc ia l  cond i t i ons ,  seve ra l  needs
have  been  i den t i f i ed  i nc lud ing :

P rocecc ion  f rom po tenc ia l  ca tasc roph i c  w i l d f i r e

Sa l vage  o f  dead  and  dy ing  t imber  resou rces .

Res to ra t i on  o f  damaged  and  deg raded  fo resc  resou rces  and  cond i t i ons

Based  on  the  above  cond i t i ons  i n  t he  a rea ,
concen t raE ions  and  con t i nu i t y  o f  na tu ra l  f ue l s
o f  dead  c rees .  The  t i r nbe r  ha rves t  p rocess
haza rds  and  po ten t i a l  r i s ks  f r om w i l d f i r es  (CFR

a  need  ex i s t s  t o  reduce  the
through the removal  or  sa lvage

w i l l  he lp  t o  rn in im ize  se r i ous
3 6  2 L 7  . 2 7  ( a )  ( 2 )  )  .

These dead t rees a lso have a commercia l  va lue.  T i rober  harvests are needed to
salvage some of  the dead and deter iorat ing t imber and recover  some of  the wood
f i be r  and  economic  bene f i cs .  Sa l vage  o f  dead  and  dy ing  t imber  i s  an  impor tan t
pa rc  o f  t he  Fo res t ' s  T imber  Sa le  P rog ra rn  Quan t i t y  and  i s  be ing  subs t i t u ted  fo r
t h e  A l l o w a b l e  S a l e  Q u a n t i t y  ( C F R  3 5  2 L 9 . 2 7 ( e ) ( 2 ) ) .  T r e e s  t h a c  a r e  n o w  d e a d  o r
dy ing  wou ld  no rma l l y  con t r i bu te  t o  t he  Fo res t ' s  ASQ.



l - : b e r  s a i v a g e  p r o _ i e c c s  a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  s c a r c  o r  t n e  p r o c e s s  c c  e n n a n c e  t o r e s c
- ' 3cove11 /  ano  ach ieve  des i rec i  f u tu re  conc i iE ions .  cn  imporcan t  neec i  i s  co
- : e s c a o l i s h  i r e a i c h v ,  ; r o c i u c c i v e  i o r e s c s  m o r e  r a p i c i l v  t r h a n  i ;  n o  a c t r i o n  w e r e
: : .Ken ,  . c  suppo r t  managemenc  o f  a i l  r esou rces  anc i  f ac i l i t aCe  recove rv  anc i
- x p r o v e m e n E .  o t  f  o r e s c  p r o c i u c c i ' / i t v ,  

" - e q e c a E i o n .  
a n c i  h a b i c a c s  .

l l t e  : i c e - s p e c i f i c  a p p i i c a c i o n  o f  F o r e s c  P l a n  d i r e c t i o n .  S t a n c i a r d s  a n d
, , u r o e i i n e s ,  . i n c i  a c h i e v e m e n c  o i  l o n g -  c e r r n  c i e s i r e d  f u t u r e  c o n c i i t i o n s  i s
1 l c i i r e s s e c j .  T o  m e e t  c h e  n e e c i s  f o r  w i l d f i r e  p r o c e c c i o n ,  s a i v a g e ,  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n

: i r own  aDove  )  ,  seve ra i  p ro j  ecc  excep t i ons  ( ' amenc imencs  )  t o  t he  Fo res t  P lan  a re
. t eec iec i .  . \mendmen ts  a re  needed  fo r  t he  f o l l ow ing  Fo res t  P lan  S tanda rds  anc i
Ju j - c l e i i nes :  Hab i ca t  qua l i cy  (Hab i t a t  E f f ecc i veness  Index )  ,  cove r  requ i remencs

1 i ' l anag ,emenc  A reas  C3  and  C l ) ,  and  d i spe rs ion  o f  open ings  (w i t h i n  t he
: u u w d L g t - t r c u /

l ( ey  f ssues

Idenc i f i ca t i on  o f  k . y  i ssues  p rov ided  a  bas i s  f o r  t he  f o rmu la t i on  and
e . ra lua t i - on  o f  t he  a l t e rna t i ves .  These  i ssues  \ re re  used  to  deve lop  the
- , ' a r i a t i ons  becween  the  a l t e rnac i ves  ana l yzed  by  t he  Tu rne r  Oc te r  Sa l vage  and
? . e h a b i l i c a c i o n  P r o j e c c  E n v i r o n m e n c a l  A s s e s s m e n c -

S tand  Hea l th

The  exc lus ion  o f  f i r e ,  r ecen t  d rough t  cond i t i ons ,  and  che  advanced  age
o f  many  o f  t he  s tands ,  have  c rea ted  a  hab i t a t  ex t reme ly  suscep t i b l e  co
t h e  s p r e a d  o f  i n s e c t  i n f e s t a t i o n s  a n d  d i s e a s e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  s E a n d s
w i th in  t he  p ro jec t  a rea  con ta in  t r ees  wh i ch  a re  exh ib i t i ng  some  leve l
o f  r ecen t  i nsecE  i n fes ta t j - on .  S i l v i cu l t u r i s t s  and  en tomo log i s t s  have
in fo r rned  us  t hac  wh i l e  some  t rees  a re  dead  now,  many  more  w i l l  d i e  i n
the  nea r  f u tu re .  Th i s  has  c rea ted  a  cond i t i on  E .ha t  does  no t  p rov ide

fo r  t he  accomp l i shmen t  o f  mu lc ip le -use  managemenc  ob jec t i ves  f o r  t he
F o r e s c .

As  budworm-hos t  t r ees  con t i nue  to  d ie ,  m in imum

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  P l a n  w i l l  n o c  b e  m e t '
t r ee  s tock ing

Consecu t i ve  yea rs  o f  i nsec t  damage  and  d roughc  cond i t i ons  have
cons ide rab l y  reduced  the  amoun t  o f  cu r renE  and  fuEure  sou rces  o f  seed
f o r  n e w  c r e e s .  T h i s  c o u l d  a f f e c c  c h e  a b i l i c y  o f  c h e  t r e e s  t o  p r o d u c e

seeds  and  cones .  Th i s  wou ld  a f f ecc  nacu ra l  r egene ra t i on  l eve l s  and
f u t u r e  s o u r c e s  o f  s e e d  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  p l a n t i n g .

Due  ro  decay ,  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  economica l l y  remove  and /o r  u t i l i ze
the  dead  and  dy ing  f i r  f o r  f o res t  p roduc ts  l , r i I l  con t i nue  to  dec rease

a s  t i m e  p a s s e s .

Fue l  Loads /F i re

L l i gh  c ree  mor ra l i cy  and  pasc  f i r e  supp ress ion  e f f o r t s  have  resu l t ed  i n
a  change  i n  f ue l  mode ls ,  ove r  a  La rge  pe rcen tage  o f  t he  a rea ,  f r om the
des i red  fu tu re  cond i c i on .  Th i s  has  l ead  to  f ue l  cond i t i ons  i n  wh i ch  a

h i g h  r i s k  o f  w i l d f i r e  e x i s t s  a n d  t h r e a t e n s  l i f e ,  p r o p e r t y ,  a n d

r e s o u r c e s .

U I I C l I ] . I E
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D e c l i n e s  i n  s t a n d  h e a l E h
morca i i t y  have  reduced  the

same.  Cove r  i s  reduced  and

and  the  co r respond ing  i nc reases  i n  t r ee
^ , , - - r i  * r '  - - , . 1  ^ ' . ^  1  i  r "  ^ €  l ' - l - ' i  r ^  r  F ^ -  L . i  -
q u d r r L ! L - Y  d r r u  q u d r r u - Y  u !  t L d u t L d L  L U I  u r g

escapemenc  oppo r tun i t y  a l so  has  dec l i ned .



The  con t r i nua t i on  o f  i nsec t - re ia ted  t ree  mor t . a l i t y  and  o the r  nacu ra l
p rocesses ,  p roposed  sa l vage  ha rves t r ,  and /o t  t he  resu l t s  o f  a  p ro jec ted

th rea r  o f  a  h igh  i ncens i t y  w i l d f i r e  cou ld  resu l t  i n  f u r t he r  reduc t i ons

in  hab i t a t  qua l i t y .

Increases in  insecE re lated t ree morta l i ty  have created an abundance
o f  snags  and  dead  and  down  woody  rna te r i a l  i n  a l l  s i ze  c l asses .
Proposed management act iv i t ies and/or  natura l  occurrences could reduce
present  and future habicat  avai labi l i ty  for  cavi ty  nesters and other
snag  dependen t  spec ies .

Water  Qual i ty

With in the John Day River  Basin,  the North Fork subbasin is  the nost
important  for  anadromous f ish product ion and provides 509 of  the
average annual  d ischarge of  the John Day River  Basin.  The
con t i nuac ion  o f  i nsecE- re laEed  rno r ta l i t y  and  oEher  na tu ra l  p rocesses ,
proposed harvest  of  sa lvage mater ia l  or  the resul t .s  of  a h igh
i .ntensicy wi ld f i re would change che condi t ion of  the watershed and
could resul t  in  changes in water  qual i ty  and f ish habi tat .

S ince  the  summer  o f  1985 ,  t h i s  sec t i on  o f  t he  No rch  Fo rk  John  Day
River  has exceeded the Oregon State Water  Qual i ty  Standards of  68
degrees Fahrenhei t  dur ing the la te summer rnonths.

Other  Al ternat ives Analyzed

Alternatl-ve 1 - No Actlon

This a l ternat ive coni inues wi th the current  nanagement of  the area and would
no t  i n i t i a te  any  new and /o r  add i t i ona l  ac t i v i t i es .  I t  wou ld  resu l t  i n  f u r che r
deter iorac ion of  forest  heal - th.  As a resul t ,  b ig game cover  and the shadlng
componen t  o f  t he  r i pa r i an  hab i t a t  wou ld  conE inue  to  dec l i ne .  Mone ta ry  va lue ,
o f  t he  E rees  tha t  d ie  as  a  resu l t  o f  t he  i nsec t  i n fesca t i on ,  wou ld  be  l os t .  No
rehab i l i t a t i on  o r  a rea  improvemen t  p ro jec t s  wou ld  occu r .

Alternative 2

Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  was  deve loped  to  sa l vage  i nsecE  i n fes ted  t rees ,  a long  w i th
o the r  t r ees ,  i n  o rde r  t o  improve  s tand  hea l rh  and  p roduc t i v i t y .  I t  a t r t eupEs  to
fo l low the Forest  Standards and Guidel ines as used under heal thy forest
c o n d i t i o n s .

Th i s  a l t e rnac i ve  p rov ides  fo r  t he  sa l vage  ha rvesc  o f  4 .0  m i l l i on  boa rd  f ee t  o f
t imber f rom 500 acres.  Uni ts  would be harvested through the use of
convenc iona l  l ogg ing  syscems  (E rac to r  and  sky l i ne ) .  App rox i rna te l y  2 .8  n i l es  o f
spec i f i ed  road  cons t rucu ion  wou ld  be  requ i red .  App rox ina te l y  0 .5  m i l e  o f
t empora ry  roads  wou ld  be  requ i red  to  access  the  un i t s .  App rox ima te l y  10 .2
m i l es  o f  Fo res t  Road  5505  and  1003  wou ld  be  recons t ruc ted .  Fo l l ow ing  ha rves t ,
prescr i -bed burning for  p lant ing s i te  preparat ion and fuel  reduct ion r . rould take
p l a c e .

Al ternat ive 3 Proposed Act ion

This a l ternat ive anaLyzed the ef fects of  road construct ion in  order  to harvest

the dead t iuber  in  a more economical  fashion whi le  s t i l l  consider ing other

resou rce  needs  and  ob jec t i ves .  Th i s  a lEe rna t i ve  used  the  Fo res t  P lan  excepL ion

for  catastrophic insectr  damage and the expected ex is t ing condi t , ion as Ehe



r i n imum qu i c i e l i ne
- . . { J ^ 1 i - . ^ -

i t  does  no t  r reec  a i l  o f  t he  Fo resc  P lan  S tanc ia rds  anc i

T h e  a l t e r n a c i v e  p r o v i c i e s  f o r  t h e  s a i v a q e  h a r v e s t  o r  1 5 . 8  m i l l i o n  b o a r c i  f e e t  o f
; ^ ^ ;  - - , r  n r r . i  r a  i nsec !  damagec i  Doug las  -  f  i r  and  wh i te  f  i r  f r o rn  2000  ac res  .u E d u  4 r l u  s Y  r r r E i ,

Un ics  wou ld  be  ha rves ted  th rough  a  comb inac ion  o f  he l i cop te r  anc i  conven t i ona l
r  ̂ - - - i n -  ^ \ ' - r ^ 6 d  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 . 3  m i l e s  o f  s p e c i f  i e d  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o u l dL W 5 6 L L t 6  s  y 5  L s u r s  .

b e  r e q u i r e d .  A p p r o x i m a c e l y  0 . 9  m i l e  o f  t e m p o r a r y  r o a d s  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o

a c c e s s  r h e  u n i c s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  9  . 9  m i l e s  o f  F o r e s t  R o a d  5 5 0 5  w o u l d  b e

r e c o n s c r u c t e d .  F o l l o w i n g  l - r a r v e s c ,  p r e s c r i b e d  b u r n i n g  f o r  p l a n t i n g  s i t e

p repa rac ion  and  fue l  r educc ion  wou ld  t ake  p lace .

Ra t i ona le  f o r  Dec i s i on

I  have  chosen  to  imp lemen t  A l t e rna t i ve  4  because  i c  p rov ides  the  bes t

comb ina t i on  o f  r esponses  co  che  ma jo r  i ssues  and  the  pu rpose  and  need  fo r  t h i s

p r o j e c t .  S p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d e c i s i o n  a r e :

Se lecc ion  o f  t h i s  a l t e rna t i ve  wou ld  beg in  t he  immed ia te  res to ra t i on  o f

2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  5 , 2 0 0  a c r e  T u r n e r  O t t e r  a r e a .  T h i s  w o u l d  a l l o w  f o r

rhe  remova l  o f  L4 .9  m i l l i on  boa rd  f eec  (M} ' 1BF)  o f  t imbe r  wh i ch  w i l l  he lp

meec  commod i t y  ou tpu ts  as  desc r i bed  i n  t he  Fo res t  P lan .  The  rep lacemen t  o f

t he  dead  and  dv ing  c imber  w i t h  g reen  t rees  wou ld  i nc rease  c imber

p roducc i v iEy  i n  t he  a rea  app rox i rnaEe ly  L0  to  20  yea rs  soone r  t han  unde r  t he

n o -  a c t i o n  a l E e r n a t . i v e  .

p roduc t i ve  and  v igo rous  s tands  o f  c imber  w i l l  be  escab l i shed  th rough

regene ra t i on  and  s tock ing  con t ro l  E rea tmen ts  on  s i t es  t hac  have  been

seve re l y  impacced  by  che  sp ruce  budwor rn  and  the  Doug las - f i r  bee t l e .  These

s i t es  a re  now p roduc ing  wood  and  b ig  game cove r  be low  the i r  p roducE ive

capab i l i c y .  Dead  and  dy ing  c rees  w i l l  be  uc i l i zed  fo r  l umber  and  oche r

wood  re la ted  p roduc ts  be fo re  chey  de te r i o raEe .

T ree  morca l i t y  f r om the  i nsec t  i n fes ta t i on  has  g rea t l y  i nc reased  the  anoun t

o f  dead  and  dy ing  woody  ma te r i a l  i n  t he  a rea .  Th i s  i nc rease  i n  f ue l  l oads

h a s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  r i s k  o f  w i l d f i r e s  i n  c h e  a r e a .  A l E e r n a t i v e  4  a l l o w s  f o r

che  remova l  o f  heavy  fueL  l oads  and  w i l l  r educe  the  ac res  o f  unaccep tab le

f u e l  l o a d s  f r o m  3 , 6 4 0  t o  1 , 6 4 0  a c r e s .  T h i s  w i l l  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  r e d u c e  c h e

r i s k  o f  a  c a t a s t r o p h i c  w i l d f i r e  i n  t h e  a r e a -

4 .  T h e  l o s s  o f  v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r ,  d u e  C o  t h e  i n s e c t  i n f e s t a t i o n ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e

Eo  reduce  che  qua l i t y  and  quanc i t y  o f  cove r  ava i l ab le  t o  b ig  game an ima ls .

The  se lec t i on  o f  t h i s  a l ce rna t i ve  w i l l  imp rove  b ig  game cove r  (marg ina l  and

sa t i s fac to ry )  app rox i rna te l y  l 0  co  20  yea rs  soone r  t han  the  no -ac t i on

a l t e r n a t i v e .

Compared  to  che  no -ac t i on  a lCe rnac i ve ,  t h i s  a l t e rna t i ve  p rov ides  the  mos t

sa t i s fac to ry  and  marg ina l  cove r  i n  t he  f u tu re  (50  yea rs ) .

H a b i t a c  f o r  c a v i c y  n e s t e r s  i n  t h e  W i I d  a n d  S c e n i c  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  t h e  b i g

game secu r i t y  a rea ,  o the r  unha rves ted  a reas ,  and  ma in ta in ing  snags  and

r e p l a c e m e n r s  a c  l 0 0 t  o f  t h e  p o c e n c i a l  b i o l o g i c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  s a l v a g e

u n i t s .  w i l l  m e e t  t h e  h a b i t a t  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e s e  s p e c i e s .

H e l i c o p c e r  l o g g i n g  w i l l  r e d u c e  s o i l  d i s t u r b a n c e  a n d  a l s o  r e d u c e  t h e

po ten t i a l  f o r  adve rse  e f f ec t s  t o  wa te r  qua l i t y  and  the  cond i t i on  o f  t he

subwace rshed .



B.  Unde r  t he  no -ac t i on  a l t e rna t i ve ,  t he  equ i va len t  c l ea rcuE  ac res  (ECAs)  w i l l
exceed  30*  f o r  app rox ima te l y  40  yea rs .  W iEh  the  imp lemencac ion  o f  t h i s
a l ce rnac i ve ,  che  ECA cond i t i on  w i l l  exceed  30*  f o r  on l y  25  yea rs .

9 .  Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  recogn i zes  and  p ro tec t s  t he  r i pa r i an ,  f i sh  hab i t a t ,  and
wa te r  qua l i t y  va lues  i n  t he  p ro jecc  a rea .

10 .  The  a l t e rnac i ve  does  no t  exceed  Sca te  o f  O regon  wa te r  qua l i t y  s tanda rds .

11.  The negat ive v isual  impacts f rom large stands of  dead and dying t inber
wou ld  be  rep laced  w i th  scands  o f  hea l t hy  g reen  t rees .

L2.  This a lEernatr ive moves the area toward i ts  desi red future condi t ion in  a
shorter  t ime f rame than the no-act ion a l ternat ive.

13 .  The  a l t e rnac i ve  i nco rpo ra tes  and  ass i sEs  i n  i np lenen t i ng  t he  No r th  Fo rk
John Day Dist r ic t 's  Access and Travel  Managernent  Plan.

14.  No salvage would be inplemented wi th in the North Fork John Day River  l^ I i ld
and  Scen i - c  co r r i do r ,  Ded i ca ted  O ld  Growth  (C l ) ,  and  b ig  game secu r i t y
a r e a s .

15 .  The re  w i l l  be  no  e f f ecEs  on  popu la t i ons  o f  yew  c rees .

Entry fnto The Former RARE ff Area

Approximately  300 acres of  dead and dying f i r  t rees f rom that  por t ion of  the
former RARE I I  area outs ide of  the WiId and Scenic River  corr idor  would be
removed  by  he l l cop te r .  Append i x  C  o f  t he  Umat i I l a  Na t l ona l  Fo res t  FE IS  d ld  no t
i denc i f y  ch i s  a rea  as  road less .

Since there r . rould be no road construct ion in  th is  area,  the ef feccs on che
road less  cha rac te r  wou ld  be  I im i ted .  The  p ro jec t  i s  no t  l i ke l y  t o  a f f ec t
f u tu re  cons ide ra t i on  o f  t h i s  a rea  fo r  road less  o r  w i l de rness  des ignaE ion .

Consistency FlndLng

The selected a l ternat ive fa l ls  wi th in the scope of  and is  in  cornpl iance wi th
che Final  Envi ronmental  Impact  SEatement  for  Compet ing and Unwanced Vegecat ion
which was publ ished in Decernber of  1988,  and the associated Mediated AgreemenE,
s igned M"y,  1989.  This a l ternat ive emphasizes the prevenuion and ear ly
creatment  s t rategies advocated in  these docuuents.

Timber harvest ing wi l l  be only on lands sui table for  t inber  produccion that
mee t  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f  f o res t  l and  (36  CFR 2L9 .3 ) .  Th i s  p ro jec t  has  been  found
to  be  i n  con fo rmance  w i th  t he  seven  requ i remen ts  o f  36  CFR 2L9 .27  (b ) .
Any pro ject  proposed for  iurp lementat ion has to neet  the requi rements of  the
Nat ional  Forest  Managernent  AcE (NFMA).  The ID Team incorporated the fo l lowing
ma jo r  po in t s  o f  NFMA inco  p ro jec t  des ign :

1.  Consistency -  Pro ject  i rnplemenEat ion wi l l  be in  accordance wi th the
i n t e n t  o f  N F M A  ( 3 5  c F R  2 L 9 . 2 7  ( a ) ) .

2 .  Su i t ab i l i t y  -  Commerc ia l  t imbe r  p roduc t i on  w i l l  be  l im i t ed  to  l ands
c lass i f i ed  as  su i t ab le  f o r  t imbe r  p roducE ion  (36  CFR 219 .3 )  .  The
deEerminat ion of  su i tabi l i ty  was made consider ing physical ,  economic and
o t h e r  f a c t o r s .



l .  J l e a r c u c c i n q  a n c i  e v e n - a g e o  m a n a g e m e n t  -  d l e a r c u c c i n g  l v r - i l  o n J - y  t a k e
l i ace  Ln  cnose  un i t s  rna t  wou i c i  no t  have  manageab le  s :anc i s  o r  noc  meec
l i n i m u m  s c o c k i n g  r e q u i r e m e n c s  a i c e r  s a l v a g e  c r e a t r m e n c s .

4  .  Ve  geCa t i . . ' e  man ipu la t i on Managemenc  p resc r i p t i ons  i hac  i nvo l ve
' . ' e g , e c a t i ' . / e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  w r - L l  m e e t  c h e  c o n c i i L i o n s  o f  3 6  C F R  2 L 9 . 2 7  ( b ) .
T h e s e  c o n c i i t i - o n s  o r i m a r i l y  i n s u r e  t h a c  m u i c i p l e  u s e  g o a l s  a r e  m e c ,  s i c e
p r o d u c c i v i c y  a n d  a I l  r e s o u r c e s  a T e  p r o t e c c e d ,  " r n d  : h a t  p r o j  e c t s  b e
o r a c t : - c a 1  t o  i m p i e m e n c .

t l onsu l t a t i on  v i t h  O the rs

The  ID  Team con t i nued  coo rd ina t i on  w i th  pe rsonne l  f r om the  Oregon  Depar tmen t  o f
F i - sh  anc i  I . l i l d l i f e  c i u r i ns  t h i s  ana l vs i s .

T l r e  N o r t h  F o r k  J o h n  D a y  R a n g e r  D i s t r i c t  N e w s l e t t e r  w a s  s e n t  o u t  o n  A p r i l  2 9 ,
L992  to  t hose  c i t i zens  and  g roups  who  had  exp ressed  p r i o r  conce rn  abouE
d i s c r i c c  a c E i v i t i e s .

, r -  pub l  i c  mee  t r i ng  was  he  Id  a t
- r - ^  ; ^ t  t ^ , , . ' ^ -  ) ^ e ^ - .  t - h , , - F U
L L I E  t v  t r u w  ! t l E ,  u d L c J  .  J  d t l u a ! _ Y

c h e  m e e t i n g ,  a t t e n d e e s  w e r e
ques t i ons  we re  ans l Je red ,  and

che  l { o r ch  Fo rk  John  Day  Ranger  D i s t r i cc  o f f i ce  on
' 2 0 ,  1 9 9 0 ;  M a y  1 5 ,  f 9 9 1 ;  a n d  O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 9 1 .  A r

upc laCed  on  che  budworm/ba rk  beec le  s i t uac ion ,
commencs  were  obEa ined .

Seve ra l  news  re leases  f rom November  t o  Janua ry  appea red  i n  t he  Eas t  Oregon ian
anc i  t he  i l l ue  Mounca in  He ra ld  t o  i n fo rm the  gene ra l  pub l i c  o f  t he  budworm/ba rk

b e e t l e  s i t u a t i o n  t h r o u e h o u c  t h e  a n a l Y s i s  p r o c e s s .

In  add i t i on  t o  Ehe  pub l i c  pa rc i c i pac ion  d i scussed ,  t he  f o l - l ow ing  g roups  and
ind i v i dua l s  we re  con tac ted  fo r  i npuc :  che  Con fede ra ted  T r i bes  o f  t he  Umat i l l a
Ind ian  Rese rva t i on ,  O regon  Hun te r '  s  Assoc iac ion ,  Oregon  Na tu ra l  Resou rces
C o u n c i l ,  N o r t h w e s t  T r a i l  A s s o c i a E i o n ,  A s s o c i a E i o n  o f  O r e g o n  L o g g e r s ,  a d j a c e n t
l andowners ,  and  range  pe rm i t t ees .

S i t e - spec i f i c  Fo res t  P lan  Amendmenc

D u e  t o  t h e  l a r g e  s c a l e  i n s e c t  i n f e s t a t i o n ,  A l E e r n a c i v e  4  i s  n o c  c o n s j - s t e n t  w i t h
the  fo l l ow ing  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  i n  managemenc  a reas  A3 ,  C3 ,  and  C7 .  The
F o r e s t  P l a n  i s  b a s e d  o n  h e a l t h y  f o r e s t  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  m y
d e c i s i o n  t o  i s s u e  a  s i t e - s p e c i f i c ,  n o n s i g n i f i c a n t  F o r e s t  P l a n  a m e n d m e n t  f o r
r h i s  p r o j e c r .  T h i s  w i l l  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  D e s i r e d  F u t u r e  C o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e s e

managemen t  a reas .  Th i s  amendmenc  i s  as  f o l l ows :

H a b i t a c  E f f e c c i v e n e s s  I n d e x  ( H E I ) :

I n  C 3  ( W i n t e r  R a n g e ) ,  F o r e s t  P l a n  S t a n d a r d s
o f  no  l ess  t han  70 .  Acco rd ing  to  t he  HE I

does  noc  cu r ren tLy ,  no r  ac  any  t i r ne  du r i ng

r e q u i r e m e n t .

and  Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  an  HEI
ca l cu lac ions ,  ch i s  a l t . e rna t , i ve

t h e  n e x t  5 0  y e a r s ,  m e e t  t h i s

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempcj-on f rom th is  s tandard (FP

p .  4 - L 5 2 )  f o r  t h e  T u r n e r  O c t e r  p r o j e c c  a r e a  o n l y .

B i g  G a m e  H i d i n g  C o v e r :

I n  C3  (W in te r  Range ) ,  Fo res t  P lan  Scanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  t ha t .  a
m in imum o f  10 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov j -de  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  anc i  when  poss ib le ,



30*  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  coca l  cove r  ( sa t i s fac to ry  and  marg ina l ) .
Cu r ren t l y ,  sac i s fac to ry  cove r  does  noE  meec  and  i s  no t  expec ted  to  mee t
th i s  requ i remen t  i n  t he  nex t  50  yea rs .  Wh i l e  t o ta l  cove r  cu r renE ly  mee ts
and  w i l l  aga in  meec  th i s  requ i remenE in  40  yea rs ,  iE  w i l l  no t  mee t  t he
requ i remen t  f o r  t he  nexE  30  o r  so  yea rs .  The  Fo res t  P Ian  i s  amended  by
al lowing an exernpt ion f rorn th is  s tandard (FP p.  4-152) for  the Turner  Orc" i
p r o j e c t  a r e a  o n l y .

I n  C7  (Summer  Range) ,  Fo res t  P lan  S tanda rds  and  Gu ide l i nes  requ i re  t ha t  a
m in imum o f  10 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  and  when  poss ib le ,
30 t  o f  t he  a rea  p rov ide  coua l  cove r  ( sac i s fac to ry  and  marg ina l ) .
cu r ren t l y ,  sa t i s fac to ry  cove r  i s  noE  be ing  De t ,  bu t  i s  expec ted  to  mee t
th i s  requ i remen t  i n  50  yea rs .  Wh i l e  t o t ra l  cove r  cu r ren t l y  mee ts  and  w i l l
aga in  mee t  t h i s  requ i remen t  i n  40  yea rs ,  i t  w i l l  no t s  meec  the  requ i renen t
fo r  t he  nex t  30  o r  so  yea rs .

The Forest  Plan is  amended by a l lowing an exempt ion f rom th is  s tandard (Fp
p .  4 - 1 6 8 )  f o r  t h e  T u r n e r  O t t e r  p r o j e c t  a r e a  o n l y .

D i s p e r s  i o n :

Fo l l ow ing  sa l vage  ha rves t ,  subwa te rshed  35C w i l l  r neeE  Fo res t  PLan  s tanda rds
o f  no  more  than  30 t  o f  gene ra l  f o res ted  l ands  i n  t he  0  t o  l 0  age  c lass .
Subwa te rshed  35D w i l l  no t  meec  th i s  s tanda rd .  W i th in  t he  C7  managemenE
s t ra tegy  ( i n  subwa te rshed  35D) ,  Fo res t  P lan  s tanda rds  w i l I  no t  be  nec
because more than 25t  of  the area wi l l  conta in s tands in  the 0 to 20 age
c l a s s .

I n  che  nex t  l 0  yea rs ,  more  than
s tands  i n  age  0  t o  10 ,  and  more
s tands in  age  0  t o  20 .  Fo resc  P lan

The Forest  PIan is  amended by
p .  4 - L 5 2 )  f o r  t h e  T u r n e r  O t t e r

30 t  o f  bo th  subware rsheds  w i l l  con ta in
than  25 t  o f  r he  C7  a rea  w i l l  con ta in

s tanda rds  wou ld  no t  be  me t .

a l lowing an exempt ion f rom th is  s tandard (Fp
p ro jec t  a rea  on l y .

Other  Forest  Plan Concerns--Not  Anendments

C r e a t e d  O p e n i n g  S i z e :

Th i s  a l t e rna t i ve  w i l l  " c rea te "  open ings  f rom 5  to  100  ac res .  Wh i l e  a
ma jo r i t y  o f  t he  " c rea ted "  open ings  w i l l  be  g reace r  t han  40  ac res ,  ch i s  i s
permi t ted through exempt ion language in the Forest  Plan for  catastrophic
s i t ua t i ons  such  as  t he  p resen t  i nsec t  ep ide rn i c  (FP  4 -73 ) .

V i sua l  Qua l i t y :

Ha rves t  i n  t he  v i sua l  co r r i do r  (A3  a rea  on l y )  w i l l  " c rea te "  open ings  l a rge r
than 5 acres.  This is  permi t ted through exempt ion language in the Forest
P lan  fo r  ca tas t roph i c  s i t ua t i ons  such  as  t he  p resen t  i nsec t  ep idemic  (FP
4 - 1 0 1 ) .



F ind ing  o f  No  S ign i f i can t  I npac t  (FONSI )

I  have  rev iewed  che  ana l ys i s  and  f i nd  chac  (w i t h  t he  excepc ions  exp la ined  above
fo r  a  nons ign i f i can t  amendmen t ) ,  A l t e rna t i ve  4  i s  cons i s ten t  w i ch  t he  l ong - te rm
managemen t  goa l s  and  ob jec t i ves  o f  t he  Land  and  Resou rce  Managemen t  P lan  fo r
t h e  U m a t i l l a  N a r i o n a l  F o r e s t ,  e f f e c c i v e  J u n e  L l ,  1 9 9 0 .  I  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t
the  amendmen t  i s  no t  s i gn i f i can t  i n  re lac ion  to  t he  Na t i ona l  Fo res t  Manasemen t

I  have  dece rm ined  thac  th i s  p ro jec t  i s  noc  a  ma jo r  Fede ra l  ac t i on ,  and  w i I l
have  no  adve rse  env i ron rnen ta l  e f f ec t s  ove r  t hose  add ressed  i n  t he  Umac i l l a
Nat ional  Forest  FEIS and the Managing Compet ing and UnwanEed VegeEat ion FEIS
and  i cs  Med ia ted  Ag reemen t .  Th i s  ac t i on  w i l l  have  l im i t ed  con tex t ,  and
i n c e n s i t y  ( 4 0  C F R  f 5 0 8 . 2 7 ) ,  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  c u m u l a t i v e l y ,  c o  c h e  b i o l o g i c a l ,
phys i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  o r  economic  componencs  o f  t he  human  env i ronmen t .  I c  w i I l
have  l i t c l e  o r  no  adve rse  e f f ec t  on :  pub l i c  hea l t h  o r  sa fe t y ,  consumers ,  c i v i l
r i gh t s ,  m ino r i t y  g roups  and  women ;  p r ime  fa r rn land ,  range land ,  and  fo resc land ;
v /e t l ands  and  f l oodp la ins ;  s i gn i f i can t  sc ienc i f i c ,  cu l cu ra l  o r  h i s to r i c
r e s o u r c e s ;  r o a d l e s s  a r e a s ,  d e d i c a t e d  o l d  g r o w t h  a r e a s ;  e c o l o g i c a l l y  c r i t i c a l
a r e a s ;  c h r e a c e n e d ,  e n d a n g e r e d  o r  s e n s i t i v e  s p e c i e s  ( o r  t h e i r  h a b i c a c )  .
B io log i ca l  Eva lua t i ons  a re  on  f i l e  a t  t he  No r th  Fo rk  John  Day  D isL r i . c t  o f f i ce .
T h e  a c E i o n  d o e s  n o t  p o s e  a  v i o l a E i o n  o f  F e d e r a l ,  S t a t e ,  o r  l o c a l  I a w s  i m p o s e d
fo r  t he  p ro tecc ion  o f  Ehe  env i ronmen t .  The re fo re ,  I  f i nd  t haE  an  env i ronmen ta l
impac t  s ta temen t  i s  no t  needed .

Dates and Infornat l -on

Imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t h i s  ac t i on  w i l l  no t  occu r  be fo re  Ju l y  4 ,  L992

Th is  dec i s i on  i s  sub jecc  co  appea l  pu rsuan t  t o  36  CFR 2L7 .  Any  No t i ce  o f
A p p e a l  o f  c h i s  d e c i . s i o n  m u s t  b e  f u l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  l t i E h  3 6  C F R  2 L 7 . 9 ,  ( C o n c e n t  o f
a  No t i ce  o f  Appea l )  and  musc  i nc lude  the  reasons  fo r  appea l .  A  w r i t t en  no t i ce
o f  appea l  mus t  be  f i l ed  i n  dup l i ca te  w i ch  the  Rev iew ing  O f f i ce r ,  JOHN LOWE,
R e g i o n a l  F o r e s c e r ,  P . O .  B o x  3 6 2 3 ,  P o r t l a n d ,  O R .  9 7 8 4 5 ,  o n  o r  b e f o r e  A u g u s c  1 0 ,
L 9 9 2 .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r r n a t i o n ,  c o n c a c t  C r a i g  S m i t h - D i x o n ,  D i s t r i c t  R a n g e r ,  P . O .  B o x
1 5 8 ,  U k i a h ,  o R .  9 7 8 8 0 .

BLACKWOOD
Fores t  Supe rv i so r


