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Dear Reader: 
 
The Boston Mountain Ranger District is proposing, watershed, timber harvesting, silvicultural, 
and wildlife habitat management treatments on National Forest land on the Lee Creek Unit east 
of Natural Dam in Crawford County, AR.  This letter serves as notification of the project to local 
landowners and others who have an interest in these types of activities.  If you do not have an 
interest in this project, you do not need to respond. 
 
The project area includes compartments 593 – 599, 659 and 661.  The legal description is 
Township 11 North Range 31 and 32 West and is the Sevenmile Project (see attached maps). 
 
The purpose and need for this project is to improve forest and ecosystem health, promote quality 
wildlife habitat and improve watershed conditions.  Most of the proposed actions are in the West 
Cedar and East Cedar Creek drainages within the Frog Bayou Watershed.  A small portion is in 
the Cove Creek/Kerr Reservoir drainage. The actions proposed take into account the protection 
and restoration of forest ecosystems.   
 
The actions proposed were developed from field reviews that determined management needs for 
this area based on the goals established by the Forest Plan, and conditions encountered on the 
land. The interdisciplinary team proposing these actions consists of a forester, NEPA specialist 
and biologist, wildlife biologist, recreation specialist, engineering technician, fire management 
officer, and forestry technicians.   

 
PROPOSED ACTIONS 

 
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT  
The project is in management area 3B.  Oak Woodland.  Management activities in these areas 
must comply with the Multiple-Use Sustained Yield Act of 1960 (Revised Ozark-St. Francis 
National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan (RLRMP) 2005).  Forest and watershed 
health, scenery management, and habitat improvement activities for wildlife are strongly 
emphasized.  The proposed treatments seek to accomplish improvements in these goals for this 
area.   

Regeneration Methods 
Shelterwood- 64 acres:  Method of regenerating an even-aged stand in which a new age class 
develops beneath the residual trees.  The initial harvest prepares the seedbed and creates a new 
age class where natural regeneration is preferred. In the first phase, 30 percent of the overstory is 
left on site.  Site preparation will be accomplished utilizing chemical and controlled burning 
methods.  Periodic chemical releases will often be necessary to promote desirable tree species.    
With adequate regeneration, the second phase removes the remaining overstory. 
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 Silvicultural Treatments:  
1. Chemical site prep 
2. Site prep burn 
3. If stand adequately stocked after five years remove sheltering trees 
4. If stand not adequately stocked, implement artificial regeneration as 

directed by the RLRMP 
5. Apply two chemical releases of preferred growing stock 

 
Thinning Methods 
Thinning will remove less vigorous trees to reduce competition between remaining trees.  This 
would increase growth and vigor of the remaining trees and increase their resistance to disease 
and insects.  Vigorous growth also aids in carbon sequestration which occurs at a higher rate if 
trees are allowed to grow unhindered by competition.  Thinning these stands would also increase 
the amount of sunlight reaching the forest floor and improve conditions for ground level plants 
such as bluestem grasses and various forbs.  Wildlife such as small rodents, birds, deer and 
turkey would benefit from these treatments. Prescribed fire will help maintain a clean understory 
and promote herbaceous vegetation. 
 
Non-Commercial Thin-18 acres:  Thins the stands by noncommercial methods removing all 
cedar and only hardwood trees 10 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) or below.   
 
Firewood- 83 acres:  Thins the stands by removal of lower quality trees leaving the residuals 
stand at a 40 square feet of basal area.  This treatment would remove low quality trees that are 
not merchantable in a commercial harvest, and promote regeneration of tree seedlings and 
herbaceous vegetation.  These stands are in locations accessible to the public for the use of 
firewood.  Prescribed fire will help maintain a clean understory and promote herbaceous 
vegetation. 
 
Thin-55 acres:  (Cedar) Thins the cedar component in the stands.  Prescribed fire will help 
maintain a clean understory and promote herbaceous vegetation. 
 
Pre-commercial Thin – 98 acres: Thins the stands by removal of lower quality trees leaving the 
residual stand on 12’ x 12’ spacing.  In the long-run, this operation promotes self pruning, faster 
growth, and reduces damages by fire, insects, and disease.  
 
Commercial Thin- 603 acres: (Pine) Thins the stands by removal of lower quality trees.  
 
Commercial Thin-115 acres: (Hardwood) Thins the stands by removal of lower quality trees.    
 
Commercial Thin- 248 acres: (Pine/Cedar) Thins the stands by removal of lower quality trees.  
Follow with a non-commercial removal of cedar.   
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ROADS MANAGEMENT 
 
Temporary Roads- Approximately 2.5 miles of road will be needed in the northern portion of the 
project area and another 2.5 miles section will be needed in the southern part   In addition to the 
purpose of timber extraction the northern segment will route more directly into the stand while 
the existing road which is on a steep contour and has evidence of heavy disturbance from OHV 
use is planned for decommissioning (see maps). 
  
Decommission - Road segment 95594B in T 11N range 31W section 18 will be decommissioned 
(approximately 3234 feet) as it is no longer needed.   
 
Relocation - Currently these roads are in sub-optimal locations and causing some erosion and 
maintenance problems. We plan to spot relocate and improve parts of road 95659A and road 
95594C (see maps for approximate location).  
 
Gates - About 8 gates will be put in place (see maps) in order to prevent trash dumping, protect 
private in holdings from trespass and reduce resource damage caused by unauthorized use of 
forest service roads.   
 
 
WILDLIFE HABITAT MANAGEMENT 
 
Wildlife Stand Improvement (WSI) - 1,300 acres:  Thins the stands by removing less desirable 
tree species in the understory and creating gaps in the canopy to allow sunlight to reach the 
ground.  The goal is to favor mast producing species and herbaceous vegetation in the understory 
that is beneficial to wildlife.  Prescribed fire and/or chemical methods will help maintain a clean 
understory and promote herbaceous vegetation.  Approximately 5 miles of new fire line will be 
constructed around wildlife stand improvement (WSI) treatment areas (see maps). 
 
Wildlife openings- About 20 acres of new wildlife openings will be constructed throughout the 
project area (see maps) and created and maintained by mechanical, chemical and/or prescribed 
fire methods.  Approved wildlife forages or warm season native grasses will be used in these 
areas.   
 
Ponds- About 6 acres of ponds will be constructed throughout the project area near the wildlife 
openings as water sources for wildlife and breeding habitat for amphibians. 
 
Stream habitat improvement- Large woody debris consisting of fallen logs and felled trees may 
be added as needed to creeks in the project area to contribute to more productive pool habitat and 
food sources for fish assemblages.   
 
Road 1721 in T11N R31W section 8 crosses a West Cedar creek tributary with a culvert that has 
become a barrier to fish passage and needs to be replaced.  The replacement will either be a 
bottomless or counter-sunk box bridge. 
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COMMENTS REQUESTED: 
 
I invite your comments on the proposed action.  The Interdisciplinary Team will use your 
comments as they identify issues and develop alternatives to the proposal for my consideration.  
The team will analyze the proposed action and alternatives and summarize the disclosure of 
environmental effects in an environmental document which will be available to the general 
public on our website at: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/projects/planning/bostonmtnproject.html.  The environmental 
document will be mailed to those who have commented on this proposal and to those who 
request a copy. 
 
The Forest Service will accept appeals of the decision only from those who commented or 
expressed interest in the proposal before the close of the 30-day comment period beginning the 
day after the date of the legal notice of availability of this information in the Southwest Times 
Record, the newspaper of record for projects on the Boston Mountain Ranger District.   
Please use the enclosed comment form. Our mailing address is:  U. S. Forest Service, 1803 N 
18th Street, Ozark, AR 72949.  You may also call, or email your comments to:  comments-
southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us.  All comments are public information and will be 
released, unless otherwise requested.  If you have questions on this proposal or the analysis 
decision process, please call Mike Hennigan or me at 479-667-2191. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Gary E. Williams 
 
 
 
GARY E. WILLIAMS,  
District Ranger 

 

http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/projects/planning/bostonmtnproject.html
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SEVENMILE PROJECT 
Boston Mountain Ranger District, Ozark National Forest 
 
 
Name:   
 
Address:   
 
  
 
Date:   Phone:  
 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please mail your completed comment form to Jobi Brown at 1803 North 18th Street, Ozark, AR 
72949.  Comments are also accepted verbally at 479-667-2191 or TTY 479-667-1931, or by 
email at comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bostonmtn@fs.fed.us. Your input is important. 
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The U.S. Forest Service uses the most
current and complete data available.  GIS

data and product accuracy may vary.  They
may be developed from sources of differing

accuracy, accurate only at certain scales,
based on modeling or interpolation, complete 
while being created or revised, etc.  The U.S.
Forest Service reserves the right to correct,

update, modify, or replace GIS products
without notification.  For further information,

contact:
Ozark - St. Francis National Forests

Boston Mountain Ranger District
1803 N. 18th St.
Ozark, AR 72949

"The USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer"
15 Sept 2009=================jab
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