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Dear Scenic Area Friends, Visitors, 
and Neighbors,
On November 6, 1986, President Ronald Regan created the Colum-
bia River Gorge National Scenic Area (CRGNSA)  by signing the 
Scenic Area Act passed by Congress.  Since then, we have been 
working to fulfill the two purposes of the act in conjunction with our 
partners.  The 25th Anniversary of the act is just around the corner 
and I marvel at all that has been accomplished since then.  We hope 
that you will join us in 2011 in celebrating the 25th Anniversary of 
the act at one of the planned events.  

In 2010, the CRGNSA met numerous goals in fire management, 
restoration, wildlife projects, and recreation.  We also partnered with 
numerous outstanding organizations to manage and improve the 
National Scenic Area.  These partnerships evolved because surround-
ing community members and organizations have a broad and deep 
interest in the management of the National Scenic Area, and we 
welcome these partnerships.  

We will continue to work collaboratively with stakeholders, provide 
outstanding recreation opportunities, utilize the best available 
science, and improve the health of the forest by restoration projects.  

As you read the rest of our newsletter, we think you will find a deep 
connection between the management of the National Scenic Area 
and the communities and stakeholders associated with it.  It is a 
long and important connection, one that we look forward to continu-
ing in new and meaningful ways into the next 25 years. 

Dan Harkenrider, Area Manager  

 BZ Portage Trail
This project will construct a 
portage trail around BZ Falls 
in order to protect riparian 
vegetation and springs.

Collins Slide Forest 
Restoration

This restoration project will 
restore the area to a fire resil-
ient landscape and protect 
oak woodland habitat.  

Port of  Cascade Locks 
Land Exchange 

This land exchange will trans-
fer 10 acres of  National Forest 
System Lands to the city of  
Cascade Locks.  

Outfitter and Guide 
Permit Reissuance

The Forest Service proposes 
to re-issue priority use per-
mits for the Klicktat and White 
Salmon Rivers.  

All of  these projects and more 
can be found on the SOPA  at our 
website:
www.fs.fed.us/r6/columbia

http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/columbia/projects/


On July 22, 2010 the Urban Nature Overnight Program (UNO) was in action at Eagle Creek in the Columbia 
River Gorge National Scenic Area (CRGNSA).  Childlren from the Forest Grove and Hillsboro Boys, and Girls 
Clubs learned about a myriad of things from macro invertebrates to how a fire engine works from Forest 
Service staff.  The night before, the thirty-two children participating in the program camped at the Eagle Creek 
Overlook.  For over half of the children, this was their first time camping in the woods.  

The Oregon Zoo’s UNO Program is celebrating its tenth anniversary bringing urban youth into the woods.  For 
the past ten years, a partnership between the Oregon Zoo, the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land Management, 
and REI has fueled this program.   Children entering grades 3-5 who have not traditionally had access to 
outdoor experiences learn recreation skills and basic environmental concepts through camping.  
Prior to camping overnight at Eagle Creek, children attended two orientation classes to learn tracking, wild-
life observation skills and the “Leave No Trace” camping philosophy, which are used during their camping experi-
ence.  They also learned how to set up tents and build a campsite. In the evening, over s’mores, they were visited 
by Smokey Bear and a Forest Service Ranger that provided a campfire talk. In the morning, they prepared 
breakfast on camp stoves, and then met the Forest Service staff at Eagle Creek.  

On the scene was a wildland fire engine and crew to teach the children about fighting fire.  All sorts of 
things were stored on the engine like chainsaws and water tanks, but the most exciting part of this station was 
the fire hose.  Each child took their turn starting the fire hose on the engine with the help of the engine crew.  
The next station taught the children how to be animal detectives.  Robyn Beck asked them, “How do you know 
that animals live in the forest if you never see them?”  “You look for signs of animals.” they responded.  While 
walking along the Shady Glen trail, children spotted tracks and signs of many different animals.  The highlight 
of this walk in the woods was the bear scat that they encountered on the trail.  Upon seeing the scat, the 
children burst into a song about scat that they had learned from the UNO program.  

SALMON WATCH
The Salmon Watch program was another smashing sucess this year.  
Fifth grade kids from The Dalles to Gresham, OR came to Eagle 

Creek to see the salmon running and learn about their lifecycle.  These 
are a few of the candid moments we caught on camera.  



What’s Been Going on at Catherine Creek?

Restoration Recreation 
Since the formation of the CRGNSA, participation in 
recreational activities has grown. With the exception of 
the Catherine Creek Universal Access Trail, no formal trail 
system or facilities were developed in the Catherine Creek 
area. Over the years, user made trails have formed a  
well-developed network of hiking and mountain bike 
trails, which intertwine across private and National Forest 
System lands acquired after the National Scenic Area 
designation in 1986. 

The Catherine Creek area contains a large number of rare 
plants, unique occurrences of listed wildlife species, oak 
woodlands and shallow soil habitats. The area supports 
many rare or isolated populations of �ora and fauna, 
which require appropriate measures to protect their 
viability. To protect these valuable resources, a recreation 
plan for the Catherine Creek and Coyote Wall area was in 
need.  

In 2007, the Forest Service started a collaborative e�ort to 
develop a recreation plan for the Catherine Creek area.  
Three public meetings were held between November 
2007 and April 2008, and a working group was developed 
that helped inform the Catherine Creek and Coyote Wall 
Environmental Assessment.  In 2009, the Environmental 
Assessment was completed and a Decision Notice was 
issued.  Subsequently appealed, the decision was with-
drawn.  

In order to address the appellants concerns, further 
analysis started in the spring of 2009.  The Forest Service 
conducted �eld trips, informal meetings, a public meet-
ing, and written public input through scoping for the 
Catherine Creek Recreation Plan Environmental Assess-
ment that was released on June 23, 2010.

This has been one of the largest planning e�orts on the 
Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area and a tremen-
dous amount of e�ort put in by everyone involved.  Our 
goal is to have a multi-use non-motorized trail system 
and associated support facilities that are compatible with 
environmental, tribal and private property concerns.  Stay 
tuned for the Decision Notice that will be issued before 
the calendar year is over.  

The risk of catastrophic �re is always present in the Gorge.  
Therefore, the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 
is focusing on many fuels and restoration projects.  One 
project is at Catherine Creek.  Restoration activities taking 
place at Catherine Creek are to address heavy fuel load-
ings while restoring the natural landscape of oak wood-
lands and pine forests.  A restoration plan was developed 
with interested members of the public who agreed to 
assist the Forest Service in a collaborative planning e�ort.  

The result of this e�ort was an Environmental Assessment 
and decision, completed in 2007, to implement the Cath-
erine Creek Restoration project.  Implementation of the 
project is in its third year, and the Forest Service has 
thinned the oak, pine oak, and conifer forest landscapes.  
Having met most of the objectives and goals for thinning 
in the area, the Forest Service will reintroduce �re back 
into the landscape during the fall of 2011using prescribed 
�re.  

On October 9, 2009, old and new members of the public 
collaborative group went on a �eld trip to see the treat-
ments to date in the Catherine Restoration project.  
Despite the rainy weather, the group listened as Forest 
Service sta� presented the results of the restoration 
project.  Roland Rose, Fuels Specialist, shared the lessons 
learned and the results of the project.  

Connie Harrignton, a Forest Service researcher with the 
Paci�c Northwest Research Center, who has a breadth of 
experience working with Oak Ecosystems, completed a 
project review at Catherine Creek.  Connie was thrilled 
that the National Scenic Area was completing restoration 
activities on a landscape scale.  As Connie so aptly stated, 
“Today we have inherited a legacy left from the removal of 
natural occurring �re, past logging practices, and grazing 
activities. Today’s threats range from invasive weeds to 
global warming.   Our challenge as stewards of Catherine 
Creek is to determine what legacy we will leave the future 
generations who live and visit Catherine Creek.” 

Next fall, using prescribed �re, the Forest Service will 
complete the restoration project.  We hope you will follow 
us in this journey to restore the lands in the CRGNSA.



Please join us in our year-long celebration of the Columbia River 
Gorge National Scenic Area Act!

25th Anniversary Events
•April 2011 – Release of Beautiful America‛s Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 25th Anniversary 
book by renowned photographer, Peter Marbach.

•May through August 2011 – Gorge Art Tour. Tour exhibits and studios dedicated to celebrating the 
beauty of the gorge and gorge artists.

•August 13th, 2011 – Dedication of the US Forest Service overlook on the Cape Horn Trail, Followed by a 
celebratory reception at the Skamania Lodge with special guests and elected officials. Lastly, a community 
event concert on the river! Join us at the Cascade Locks Marine Park for a concert on the lawn overlooking 
the heart of the Columbia River Gorge.

•October or November 2011 – Closing dedication event for the 25th Anniversary at the Columbia River 
Gorge Discovery Center.

•Other events in the works include a gorge-wide student art contest, a time capsule event and several 
commemorative works of art.

For more informaiton on 
the 25th Anniversary of 

the Scenic Act visit 

www.gorge25.com
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, family status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply 

to all programs.) Person with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Recovery Act Funds Help Trail Improvements on the Pacific 
Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT)

Economic Recovery funds enabled the CRGNSA to address needed repairs 
on the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT).  Working with the Pacific 
Crest Trail Association (PCTA), a trail crew from the Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) was chosen to perform the work.  SCA provides college 
and high school-aged members with hands-on conservation service opportu-
nities in virtually every field imaginable in natural resources.  

Working near Cedar Creek below Table Mt on the trail, the crew installed a 
gabion to enforce a stream bank that washes out every year.  A gabion is a 
wire basket filled with rocks to provide stability as seen in the photo.  They 
also rebuilt eroded trail segments to make it safe for visitors.   The crew 
completed the trail work with members of the PCTA in late September.  

Hailing from all over the country, the SCA crew was a diverse mix of college 
students with a range of experience.  Many of them had never hiked on the 
Pacific Crest Trail until this summer.  Before working on the CRGNSA, the 
crew had completed work on the Inyo, Willamette, and Gifford Pinchot 
National Forests all on the Pacific Crest Trail.  The crew had a great time 
and completed much needed work on the PCT.  This was a great example of a 
Recovery Project in action.  

SCA Trail Crew with Dana Berthold of 
the PCTA

For more stories on Recovery Projects 
go to http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/

http://www.gorge25.com/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/ssrs/

