RIO GRANDE NATIONAL FOREST TRANSPLANT POLICY

1. All transplant permits sold are for personal use.  
2. We charge $5.00 per tree for all Conifers and Aspen.

3. Limit of 10 trees per household per year.

4. The selling period will be from early spring through late fall depending on seasonal Forest Road closures.

5. Trees cannot be dug within 100 feet of developed sites like campgrounds and picnic areas.  Holes must be filled in promptly.

6. Trees may be dug up to a maximum of 10 feet in height.

7. Trees cannot be dug up along the following scenic byway corridors.

a. Silverthread Scenic Byway (Highway 149) between South Fork and Lake City.

b. Conejos River Canyon (Forest Road 250) between Fox Creek and Platoro

c. Alamosa River Canyon (Forest Road 250) between

Terrace Reservoir and Stunner Campground. 
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FOR BEST TRANSPLANTING SUCCESS!

Smaller trees (2-3 feet tall) will have a better chance of being successfully transplanted.

Trees should be dug with as much root system as possible and wrapped in wet cloth or burlap.

Trees should be transplanted as soon as possible after digging.

If trees are not transplanted immediately after digging, try and keep them moist and cool so that they don’t break dormancy and start to grow. 
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Helpful Hints for Planting

1. Locate a site that will provide adequate space for the
tree at maturity, and ample sunlight and drainage through-
out its life. A generous root area is critical for large and
vigorous growth. Check for and avoid overhead and un-
derground utility lines.

2. Prepare a planting area, using a rototiller or shovel to
loosen and blend the surrounding soil, as deep as the root
ball and three to five times its width.

3. In the center of the planting area, dig a hole for the
tree roots at least as wide but only as deep as the root ball,
depth is not as important as the breadth of the hole be-
cause roots seldom grow deeper than 18 inches. Roots
should not be forced In a limited space or allowed to wrap
around themselves.

4. Remove the tree from the burlap or container and
place it on solidly packed soil so that the root collar
(where the tree’s main stem meets the roots) is slightly
above the surrounding grade. If the tree is bareroot and
the roots are tangled, gently separate and spread them in
the planting hole. Girdling or encircling roots should be
cut.

5. Backfill the hole, and water to settle the soil (do not
pack the soil with your foot).

6. Spread a two- to four-inch layer of mulch over the
entire planting area. Do not put mulch within six inches
of the tree.

7. Stake the tree (only if necessary) so that it can bend
with the wind. This can be accomplished with a flexible
wood or metal stake. Attache the stake to the tree using
strips of discarded innertube, removing them after six
months.

8. Water the planting area thoroughly, but do not flood

. the hole. Thorough watering promotes better rooting.
Water twice a week during dry periods to promote rapid
growth.

Follow-up care: Regular watering is the best
insect and disease control. Keep the area

~ beneath the tree free from grass and weeds, and
maintain an adequate layer of mulch. The
mulch area will prevent your lawnmower or
trimmer from coming too close to the tree, as
well as help the tree.

ASPEN

Suggestions:

1. Aspen 5 to 7 feet are often the healthiest trees for
transplanting.

2. Dig rootball big enough around that the diameter is
equal to the diameter of the drip line. Dig at least 15
inches deep for any size tree.

3. Wrap root ball with burlap or other material or put in
container to keep soil around roots and prevent roots from
drying out.

4. Tie a string, twine, handkerchief or other object on
one side of the tree and when transplanting positions tree
in hole so it faces the same direction.

5. Aspen do not have the long tap roots that evergreens
have, so depth is not as important as making sure you
have enough of the large lateral root.

6. If possible, load into vehicle so wind is with branch
direction. If this is not possible, wrap the branches with
strong twine.

7. Dip aspen before they leaf out in the spring or after
leaves fall off in the autumn for best results.

WHITE FIR
Suggestions:
1. Dig theroot ball as wide and deep as the tree is tall.
2. A tree taller than five feet may be difficult to handle.

3. White fir are common at Beaver Meadows and up
Junction Creek.

4. To aid in identification: their cones grow up instead
of down and their needles are very soft and pale green in
color.
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