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Ozar k-St. Francis National Forests
Begins Removal of Hazardous Trees

The Ozark-St. Francis National Forests are in the process of marking and removing
hazardous trees that have died or been damaged by Oak Borers and other factors. There are many
dead and dying oak trees along travel ways and in Forest Service developed recreation areas that
could fall in roadways or on vehicles and become harmful to forest visitors.

Oak Sustainability Coordinator Len Bollman stated, “There are dead and dying oaks on
300,000 acres that have the potential to become hazards for forest visitors. The Forest Service is
working extremely hard to ensure the safety and health of the forest and to eliminate hazards
before they impact the public.”

“The goal of the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests is to maintain the safety of its visitors
while at the same time preserving the Forests’ health,” stated Forest Supervisor Charles
Richmond. “Our first objective is to remove the hazard trees that will likely drop limbs or fall in
campgrounds or in major travel routes.”

Removal of hazardous trees will initially begin on county and Forest Service roads where
traffic is at a minimum. Bollman added, “Salvage efforts along these areas will be made possible
because of the reduced speed and volume of traffic.”

Trees have also been designated along state highways and the Forest is working closely
with the Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department to remove these hazards.
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On the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests, hazard trees are being designated along roads
and trails and contracts issued to remove the hazards. Traffic flow may be interrupted for short
time periods while crews are working along state highways. Contract crews help manage traffic
flow in the areas where they are working.
Bollman stated, “Many of the trees felled along state highways will be made available for
firewood permits where safe access can be located.”
Listed below are the state highways where hazardous tree removal work will be
conducted:
a Hwy 103 between Yarbough Mtn. and the Mulberry River
o Hwy 21 between Salus and the Pleasant Hill Shooting Range
a Hwy 16 west from the Forest boundary to Fallsville
o Hwy 123 between Pelsor and Ft. Douglas
a Hwy 23 between Barnes and Brashears
a Hwy 7 between Granny Gap and Lurton
Forest Supervisor Charles Richmond said, “We realize that removal of these trees will
affect the way the Forest looks from a scenery standpoint, therefore we follow very strict
guidelines for designating which trees need to be removed, keeping in mind that safety is our
greatest concern.” Some of the changes that may be noticeable include: the forest will be
opened up and visitors will be able to see into the forest, the brown and gold foliage normally
seen during autumn will not be as prominent, and some roads within the forest may not be as
enclosed by trees as they were in the past.
The Ozark-St. Francis National Forests have placed signs at recreation areas warning the
public of the hazardous trees. Also, the Forest Service has worked cooperatively with the
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Arkansas Game & Fish Commission to get the warnings printed in their 2002-2003 Hunting
Regulations Handbook.

If you have questions regarding the oak mortality work being done within the Ozark
National Forest, please contact the Supervisor’s Office at 479-968-2354 or visit us online at:

http://www.fs.fed.us/oonf/ozark/wel come.htmil.
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