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December 2010

September News

Again, our Red Bluff meeting on the
14th went well. Also again, we were for-
tunate enough to have the same two
“special” people Alice and Bob Forbes
officiate at our meeting. What a blessing
they are to have in our midst!

Our President and Vice-president Karl
and Susan Rogge were unable to be there
due to Susan having surgery. Susan is cur-
rently having chemotherapy and we are
happy to say in good hands with Karl and
the medical treatment she is continuing to
receive. Continue your prayers . . .

READ ALL ABOUT IT!
NEW OFFICERS
NEEDED!

Due to the above situation we need to
fill the position of President and Vice-
president immediately. Also, after serving
the past year and doing a fine job as
Treasurer, we also need to fill the position
of Treasurer for 2011. Please call Karl
Rogge at 549-3525 if you are interested in
learning more about these positions.

We look forward to willing partici-
pants. Support and details happily given
to all that step up to the plate . . .

BE OPEN TO NEW IDEAS. ...

Never stop learning and adapting. The
world will always be changing. If you limit
yourself to what you knew and what you were
comfortable with earlier in your life, you will
grow increasingly frustrated with your sur-
roundings as you age.

Recent research of older Americans shows
in their state of relationships a willingness to
adapt—those willing to change with circum-
stances were happiest; those resistant one third
as likely to be happy.

David Niven, Ph.D., Secrets of Happy People

December 14, 2010 Meeting
Win-River Casine
2100 Redding Rancheria Road, Redding
Social Hour: 11 a.m.

Banquet Serving: 12 noon
No Host Bar Lunch Served: $16

Raffle Donations Thanks:

Tom / Trude Jackson, Bob Hill, Russ Engel, Richard /
Carol Gibson, Jim Hanrahan; Sid Nobles, Sandy / Jerry
Brogan, Larry / Sharon Wright, Vera / Ron Checci,
Bruce / Elna Barron, and Dick Marlow.

In \\I\emor'\am * “ “

George A. Olson 8.16.10 | National Museum of Forest
Kenneth Greene 8.27.10 Service History (NMFSH)
John O’Leary 9..9.10
oo PO Box 2772
Marguerite Sidner  9.17.10 Mi la. MT 59806
Kirt Forrest 9.18.10 1ssoula, ] |
Franklin Crader, II 10.11.10 | 4406.541-6374 email below!
Lori E. Taylor 10.27.10 | nationalforest@montana.com
nationalforest@rest@montana.com

RESCUING FOREST SERVICE HISTORY

AND TEACHING OUR KIDS
by Rex Mann

Have you ever received a blank stare from your grandkids when you
tried to explain something about the forest? Or a look of disbelief when
you told them you didn’t have a cell phone, video game, or maybe even
a television when you were their age? Welcome to the reality of our
modern world, where most of today’s kids are computer savvy by the
age of eight or ten, but don’t have a clue where their food, water, or
shelter comes from and have little interest in nature. [please see page 2]

REMEMBER! Bring your POP TOPS and RAFFLE items!

WELCOME... FEBRUARY MEETING

NEW MEMBERS: Look forward to seeing you next
Mary Ellen Grigsby time on Valentine month!
Marla Peckinpah H N .
Jerry Shipman ope you have TN

y P a marvelous Holiday! "@ =

=
O

Officers: Co-chairs Karl and Sue Rogge (530.549.3525 or email at karlrogge@gmail.com);
co-vice-chairs: Susana Patton Luzier (530.275.2823 or email at susanasue@snowcrest.net), and

Esther Stevenson (530.247.1389 or email at efs0404@aol.com).




I regard this problem of our kids losing touch with the land as a very serious, perhaps even dangerous problem for our
nation’s future. For the past three years, my wife Anita and I have been trying to do something about the problem. An
old friend from my firefighting days, Barry Hicks and his wife Linda, began a program in West Yellowstone, Montana,
to expose kids and their parents to a bit of their natural world. Using the historic Madison Ranger Station as a base and
a Junior Smokejumper Program as hook to get kids in the door, we use a force of retiree volunteers to teach kids some
lessons on ecology.

Having served 30 days in the Yellowstone Area Command of 1988, when the best firefighters in the world were
unable to suppress the fires that were raging, I remember vividly the prevailing opinions at the time that the Park and
the surrounding National Forests were permanently damaged. Today we know the opposite is true—these fires restored
Yellowstone National Park and its surroundings. Our work with the kids in West Yellowstone focuses on fire ecology
because of the recent history. We realize full well that we can not reverse the disconnect between kids and the woods in
one short visit. What we hope is to strike a spark of interest so the kids will want to learn more on their own.

Recently the Gallatin National Forest decided to sell the administrative site where the historic Madison Ranger Station
resides. The forest has consented to transfer ownership of the four log structures—office, ranger residence, three-stall
garage and barn, to the town of West Yellowstone. The town of West Yellowstone has agreed to make a site available in
the current historic district of town immediately adjacent to the west entrance to Yellowstone National Park. Over one
million visitors enter our nations oldest park through this entrance each year. Our group has an agreement with the Town
of West Yellowstone to operate the newly located environmental education program focusing on fire for the next ten
years. Our nonprofit group needs to raise in excess of $100,000 to prepare the foundations for the four historic log struc-
tures. We hope to build a full basement under the Ranger’s Residence with four bedrooms and two bathrooms to provide
the volunteer housing which we think will be needed in the new location.

For a nonprofit volunteer group, raising this sum of money in the current economy is a daunting task. We are pursuing a
variety of funding sources and are earnestly asking for help from the retiree community. Any contribution, regardless of
amount, would be appreciated. If you can donate, checks can be sent to the National Smokejumper Center, POBox 264,
West Yellowstone, MT 59758. You may also donate via credit card using a secure Pay Pal donation option on our web
site at www.smokejumpercenter.org. You may also view pictures of the buildings we hope to save on the web site. The
organization is a 501 c (3) organization so your donations are tax deductible. We would also welcome questions via our
email at smokejumperctr@gmail.com.

Remember our mission is to awaken an interest in kids in their environment using retirees and grandparents as teachers.
If we are successful in rescuing this part of our agency’s history and moving the buildings to this extremely attractive park
entrance location, the potential to reach kids is huge. We plan to have lodging for volunteers, so if you are interested in
volunteering to teach kids and visit Yellowstone, please contact us.

Note: Rex is a Forest Service retiree who belongs to the southern association of retired FS employees and also to
the national association. He is involved in a project with other FS retirees to save a historic ranger station in West
Yellowstone, MT, and convert it to an environmental education center. If this is a success, they intend to use
retirees in this effort to teach kids about the woods.
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