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• Shoreland habitat

- Definition
- Function
- Why restore?

• Types of restoration

• Site planning

- Develop a site plan

- Review erosion control needs & permit requirements

• Site preparation & planting techniques

• Native plants used in shoreland restoration

- Aquatic plants 

- Species for shore: wet & dry sites
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* Area adjacent to lakes
* Vegetated with a mix of native plants
* Corridor between upland & aquatic ecosystems
* Referred to as shoreline or riparian buffer
* Performs many functions

Shoreland Habitat

 

The area of land adjacent to lakes that is 
vegetated w/ a diverse mix of native 
plants including grasses, forbs, shrubs, 
and trees is often referred to as a 
shoreline or riparian buffer.  It serves as 
a corridor betw/ aquatic and terrestrial 
ecosystems and performs many 
important functions that protect these 
areas.   
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90% of all lake life is born, raised and fed 
in the area where land and water meet.

 

 

Slide 5  Why are native plants important?

* Adapted to soil & climate conditions
* Increased survival rates
* Minimal need for fertilizer, water, 

pesticides, & maintenance
* Provide the most benefits to wildlife 

& water quality protection
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* Water quality protection
- Filters sediments
- Increases infiltration
- Reduces erosion/runoff
- Takes up nutrients

Functions:

* Provides essential habitat
- Offers food & shelter
- Keeps out invasives

* Preserves natural shoreline
* Provides privacy
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Source: Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources

What’s Happened to Shoreland Plants?
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What’s Happened to Green Frogs?
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Slide 9  Go Native !
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Restoration:

The act of restoring a specific plant community.  
Restoration is site specific and is composed of 
native trees, shrubs, and groundcovers.  It is 

not meant to be a garden.
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Protection

Natural Recovery Accelerated Recovery

Types of Restoration
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* No serious erosion
* Native vegetation present
* Diversity of structure
* Buffer width met

Protection
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* Along wet lake margin
* Turf not well established
* Native species present
* Adopt “No Mow” zone  
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* Turf grass well established
* No buffer vegetation
* Exposed soil
* Quick results wanted

Accelerated Recovery
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A natural shoreline?

This site would be a 
good candidate for a 
restoration project.

Wish they 
had a 
buffer
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Restoration vs. Gardening

Traditional Gardening:
* Soil is altered

* Exotics common 

Restoration: 

* Soil is not changed

* Use native plants
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The first step in designing a site 
plan is to inventory and map 

the existing:

Site Plan Design

 


