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Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Bart Andreasen (208) 624 7789

    Lynn Ballard   (208) 557-5765

Date: March 20, 2008
                        
08-07
BIG HOLE MOUNTAINS SUMMER TRAVEL PLAN

DECISION

IDAHO FALLS, ID:  Caribou-Targhee NF, Forest Supervisor, Larry Timchak signed a Decision Notice (DN)/Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) on March 17, 2008 approving Revised Alternative C from the Environmental Assessment for the Big Hole Mountains Subsection Summer Travel Management Plan for areas of the Palisades and Teton Basin Ranger Districts. 

This decision provides a balanced network of motorized and non-motorized trails that best meet the District’s trail system needs while maintaining and enhancing natural resources in the area.

The project area includes all National Forest System lands between Highway 33 in Idaho and Highway 22 in Wyoming south to the South Fork of the Snake River known as the Big Holes Subsection (1997 Revised Forest Plan, page III-58).  This decision includes several changes to individual trails including reconstruction of particular portions, closures of some trails, creation of ATV loops, and eliminating the existing designation of “Open for motorized use less that 50 inches wide but not Recommended for ATVs”.

The decision was based on meeting the intent and direction of the existing Targhee Revised Forest Plan and Travel Management Plan. The decision also took into consideration input from the public, local county trail committees, trail advisory groups and a thorough review of the analysis and the project record.    

The decision includes a non-significant amendment to the 1997 Targhee Revised Forest Plan by increasing slightly the Open Road and Open Motorized Trail Route Density (OROMTRD) in the Moody Creek area from 1.7 miles per square mile to 1.8 miles per square mile. For a more indepth description of Revised Alternative C you can review the EA including the maps on the C-T website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/caribou-targhee/projects/ or call Bart Andreasen at (208) 624-1165 to receive a copy of the EA and/or the DN/FONSI.  
(more)
Decision Subject to Appeal

This decision is subject to appeal pursuant to Forest Service regulations at 36 CFR 215.  .  The Appeal Deciding Officer is the Intermountain Regional Forester.   Appeals must be sent to:  Appeal Deciding Officer Intermountain Region USFS, 324 25th Street, Ogden, Utah 84401; or by fax to 801-625-5277; or by email to: appeals-intermtn-regional-office@fs.fed.us.   Emailed appeals must be submitted in rich text (rtf) or Word (doc) and must include the project name in the subject line.  Appeals may also be hand delivered to the above address, during regular business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.  The appeal must have an identifiable name attached or verification of identity will be required.  A scanned signature may serve as verification on electronic appeals.

Appeals, including attachments, must be filed within 45 days from the publication date of this notice in the Post Register, the newspaper of record.  The publication date in the Post Register is the exclusive means for calculating the time to file an appeal.  Those wishing to appeal this decision should not rely upon dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. 

Individuals or organizations who submitted timely comments or demonstrated interest in the proposed action during the comment period specified at 215.6 may appeal this decision.  The notice of appeal must meet the appeal content requirements at 36 CFR 215.14.

Implementation of Decision

If no appeals are filed within the 45-day time period, implementation of the decision may occur on, but not before, 5 business days from the close of the appeal filing period.  When appeals are filed, implementation may occur on, but not before, the 15th business day following the date of the last appeal disposition.
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