
Nevada County and Placer County Resource Advisory Committee 
May 4, 2010 

Meeting Notes 
 
Attendees:  
RAC Members: Sue Lunsford, Tyler Harkness, Richard Anderson, Jim Haagen-Smit, Jennifer 
Montgomery, Chris Parker, Ken Wilde, Dennis Cassella, Bob Suter, David Gallino, Hank Weston, Dick 
Vasey, John Timmer, David Lass, Emily Williams, and Marie Davis via conference call. 
  
Members of the Public:  Lisa Wallace, Lynn Campbell, Joanne Drummond 
 
Forest Service: Joanne Roubique, Tom Quinn, Chris Nota, Kelly Pavlica, Ann Westling 
 
Welcome and Introductions:  Joanne Roubique, Designated Federal Official (DFO) welcomed 
everyone and thanked them for their interest and participation in the RAC.  Self introductions were 
made by all.  Tom Quinn thanked everyone and shared that there had been over 50 applications to the 
RAC – all very highly qualified.   
 
Overview of Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) and Secure Rural  Schools Legislation:  
Chris Nota, Regional Forester’s Representative in Sacramento explained the primary aspects of FACA 
and how it relates to the RAC as well as the Secure Rural Schools legislation that provides the basis for 
RAC operation.  She also emphasized that projects must benefit National Forest System land and:  

 Improve the maintenance of existing infrastructure;  
 Implement stewardship objectives that enhance forest ecosystems; and 
 Restore and improve land health and water quality.  

 
Overview of the Nevada and Placer Counties RAC and Funding Amount Available:  Ann 
Westling passed out a handbook with the legislation, financial information, and summaries of RAC roles.  
She also re-identified the members of the RAC and the interest they represent, as well as Title II funding 
for project recommendations.  For 2008 and 2009, $108,957 is available for projects that benefit 
National Forest land in Nevada County and $378,324 available for projects that benefit National Forest 
land in Placer County.  Counties have asked that the funding for Placer County stay in Placer County in 
general and the same for Nevada County.  
 
Chair Election:  Jennifer Montgomery was selected by the RAC as Chair with a majority vote. 
 
Operating Guidelines:  After considerable discussion the RAC agreed on the following by a majority 
vote: 
 
Meeting attendance:  All members need to be at the meetings.  If they are not available to attend in 
person, participation by conference call is an option if conference call facilities are available.  If they can 
not participate via conference call, a proxy vote could be used.  Replacement members can not vote but 
they are encouraged to attend the meetings. 
 
Meeting Dates:   The group decided to have 3 meetings a year.  The group is interested in very solid and 
well thought-out proposals.  The group was concerned that if the Request for Proposals was due too 



early, that project development would be hindered but they also wanted to take advantage of the 
current availability of the funding.  Thus they decided to have 2 meetings in 2010 for project review.  
The first meeting will be in July/early August with project proposals due June 18th.  The Request for 
Proposals will go out May 17th.  Joanne Roubique will use Doodle.com to identify the best dates for a 
meeting in July or early August.  It will start at 10:00 am.    
 
The second meeting will be in October with project proposals due in early September and the Request 
for Proposals out by early August. 
 
No specific amount of funding was identified for allocation at either meeting. 
 
Meeting Location:  The July meeting will be at the Truckee Ranger Station.  The October meeting will be 
in Auburn, location to be determined.  The April, 2011 meeting will be in Nevada City, location to be 
determined.  
 
Outreach:  The RAC strongly encourages active outreach to solicit good project proposals.  The Forest 
Service will develop the news release, explaining the legislative criteria and how to submit the proposals 
and that two project proposal dates are provided so that project proponents can submit a project that is 
ready to go this summer or spend additional time more fully developing a proposal for submission later 
in the fall.    Several RAC members said they would assist with media interviews.  RAC members will 
share the news release with their various contacts to increase the outreach.   
 
Project Proposal Process:  Proponents will submit their proposals in writing and electronically to Joanne 
Roubique.  Joanne and her staff will review the proposals to determine if they meet the intent of the 
legislation and for completeness.   She will then distribute the proposals that meet the legislation to the 
RAC for their review.   
 
Project Voting (from the legislation):  3 out of the 5 in each category would need to support a project in 
order for that project to receive funding.   
 
Conflict of Interest:  The RAC decided that if a RAC member or their spouse would benefit financially 
from a project, they would need to recuse themselves from voting.  They also decided that if they (or 
the organization they represent) have an interest in or would benefit from the project or have been 
lobbied by a project proponent, they need to declare that during the discussion.  If they are unclear 
about a possible conflict, they can ask the RAC for guidance.  All members can talk to anyone proposing 
a project or other RAC members about a project as long as they disclose any lobbying. 
 
Project Presentations: It was recommended that project proponents be invited to present their 
proposal at the meeting and that it must be kept to under 10 minutes.  
 
Meeting Facilitation:  The chair will facilitate the meeting with the support of the members and the 
Forest Service.  
 
Additional Project Criteria: 
Leveraging Funds and Partnerships:  The RAC recommends that all projects include strong partnerships 
and collaboration as well as leverage funding.   
 



Project Proposals:  Letters of support are strongly encouraged.  A letter from the local District Ranger 
needs to be included in each project proposal as to how the project benefits the National Forest. 
 
Other: 
RAC Travel:  Ann will develop a project proposal to reimburse RAC members for travel expenses.  
 
 


