
Malheur National Forest 
P.O. Box 909, John Day, OR.  97845  (541) 575-3000 

www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur 
______________________________________________________________________________           
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   For More Information: Pattie Hammett 
June 24, 2010      Phone:  541-575-3144 
 

Wild Horse Public Meeting Scheduled 
 
John Day, OR -  Malheur National Forest will hold a public meeting on the use of helicopters 
and motor vehicles in wild horse management on Wednesday July 7 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm at 
the Malheur National Forest Supervisors Office in John Day, announced John Gubel, Blue 
Mountain District Ranger.   
 
The public meeting is being held to obtain information and your views, comments and 
suggestions on the Forest Service’s use of helicopters and motorized vehicles in the management 
of wild horses in the Murderers Creek Wild Horse Territory during mid July 2010.  Management 
of wild horses includes such things as removal of excess wild horses, aerial census, and 
population distribution flights of wild horse herd management areas.  Motorized vehicles in the 
form of semi-trucks, trailers and pickup trucks will be used to transport captured wild horses in 
management actions.   
 
The wild horse gather is scheduled to begin July 18 and continue through July 23.   The intent of 
the gather is to remove up to 100 wild horses from the territory in an effort to reach the 
Appropriate Management Level (AML).  The gather will be conducted by a private contractor 
under the supervision of BLM personnel.  The Forest Service will provide support and assitance 
to gather operations.  The captured horses will be transported to the Oregon Wild Horse Corral 
Facility in Hines, OR and made available for adoption. 
 
To ensure the safety of the public, the contractor and the horses, an area closure will be 
implemented.  The closure is anticipated to take effect July 17 through July 26.  The specifics of 
this closure will be announced to the public and the area posted in advance of implementation of 
the closure.  Copies of the closure notice and maps identifying the closed areas will be available 
at the Malheur National Forest Supervisor’s office in John Day and at www.fs.fed.us/r6/malheur  
July 15, 2010. 
 
Comments made during the formal public meeting will be recorded and summaries will be 
available upon request.   
 
For more information, contact Pattie Hammett, Public Affairs Specialist at (541)575-3144. 
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