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Lighting Ignites Wildfires 
 

John Day, OR – A band of thunderstorms, with multiple lightning strikes, moved through 

the area Sunday evening causing many reports of fires on the Malheur National Forest 

and Oregon Department of Forestry protected lands. 

 

John Day Dispatch officials received reports of 20 fires, with 14 confirmed at this time. Local 

resources are responding to all reports and are currently staffing active fires. Extra resources have 

been ordered, including two hotshot crews out of La Grande and smoke jumpers.  

 

Forest officials want to remind visitors to the outdoors that hot and dry weather conditions will 

continue to exist. Visitors are asked to please take responsibility and use safe campfire practices. 

A campfire should never be left unattended and must be fully put out when leaving the area. 

     

To report a fire, call 541-575-1321. 
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*John Day Interagency Dispatch is an interagency communication-dispatching center, 
supporting lands in Eastern Oregon protected by the Oregon Department of Forestry, Malheur 
National Forest, Bureau of Land Management, and National Park Service. 
 
 
The mission of the USDA Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forests and grasslands 
to meet the needs of present and future generations. The Agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides assistance to 
State and private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. 
 


