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WELCOME TO PYRAMID LAKE!
Pyramid Lake plays an important role in the
California State Water Project. Water from the
Plumas National Forest above Oroville Dam in
Northern California is brought to Pyramid Lake
by way of the California Aqueduct System.
Water stored in the lake provides Southern
California with drinking and irrigation water,
power generation and water-related recreational
opportunities.
Located next to Interstate 5 just 20 miles north of
Valencia, CA (take the Smokey Bear exit),
Pyramid Lake offers boating, fishing, water-ski-
ing, swimming, jet-skiing, day-use picnic areas
and nearby overnight camping. Facilities and
services are provided by the USDA - Forest
Service in cooperation with state Department of
Water Resources, Pyramid Enterprises Inc., the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Los
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department and the
state departments of Boating and Waterways and
Parks and Recreation.
Pyramid Lake is operated by Pyramid Enterprises
Inc., a concessionaire under permit from the
USDA - Forest Service. A parking fee is charged,
and these fees are used for the operation and
maintenance of the facilities.

Parking fees are as follows:

Single Vehicle $10
Vehicle with Trailer $18
RV over 21 ft. $30
RV with Trailer $24
RV with boat $24
RV over 21 ft. with boat $30
Car/truck, boat $18
Car/truck, boat over 21 ft. $24

To accommodate as many visitors as possible,
parking has been designated according to type of
use. Vehicles with trailers, and motor homes and
buses over 24 feet in length are permitted only
in spaces striped in yellow. Single vehicles may
park in spaces striped in white. If you have been
allowed in the facility, there is a parking space
available - please don’t inconvenience yourself
or others by parking illegally.

Hours of operation vary by season. Contact the
Entrance Station at (661) 295-7155, or the Forest
Service for more information.

BOATING - The lake is open year-round to boat-
ing, and offers five unique picnic areas with cour-
tesy docks. These sites are only accessible by
boat, and each site has up to ten shaded picnic
shelters complete with tables and barbecues. Each
boat site is equipped with a restroom. In addition,
two floating restrooms are available on the lake.

FISHING - The lake offers fishing opportunities
for striped bass, small or large mouth bass, catfish,
bluegill and crappie. A valid fishing license is
required and all state Fish and Game apply and
are enforced. The general store at the Marina
stocks a variety of tackle, bait and fishing gear.
Please observe the closure of the docks and swim-
ming beach to fishing.
A ramp located adjacent to Parking Lot A provides
wheelchair access to the channel. Ramadas in
that area are equipped with tables and barbecues
that allow easy access for visitors using wheel-
chairs.

MARINA - A general store, boat rentals, wet and
dry boat storage and snack bar are available at
the Marina.

SWIMMING - A developed swimming beach is
provided at the south end of Emigrant Landing.
This beach is open only during the summer sea-
son, and is staffed with fully-trained lifeguards at
that time. Anyone swimming at the beach when
lifeguards are not present, does so at their own
risk. Fees are $1 for adults, 50 cents for children.
Please observe all regulations posted at the beach.

CAMPING - Los Alamos Campground, operated
by Pyramid Enterprises, is located 2 1/2 miles
west of Emigrant Landing. Los Alamos provides 93
family units complete with fresh water, tables and
barbecues. Family units are $18 per night per site
- $9 for each extra vehicle. Group rates are $85
per night. There are three loops, each offering
access to visitors with disabilities. A separate
group site accommodating up to fifty people is
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also available. Family units are on a first-come,
first-served basis; however, reservations and an
advance 50 percent deposit are required.

A dump station and potable water is available free
to all overnight guests. A camp store is also avail-
able, and all campers have first priority to the lake.
For campground information call Pyramid
Enterprises at (661) 248-6575. To make a reserva-
tion for the group site, call (800) 416-6992

VAQUERO RECREATION AREA -Closed

BOATING TIPS
The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department has
boat patrols on the lake to assist boaters and to
enforce the following boating regulations:
• Be aware that the water level can fluctuate as

much as 15 feet per day.
• Ride inside the boat - never on the bow or

sides.
• Carry at least one life preserver for each person

on board, and one USCG approved throwable
cushion. Always wear a life preserver when
around water if you can’t swim.

• Reduce speeds to 5 mph whenever you are
within 50 feet of the shore or in areas restricted
to 5 mph by buoys. It’s easy to determine if you
are exceeding 5 mph--if there is any wake, slow
down.

• Display a red flag whenever a skier is down or
a tow rope is in the water.

• Wear an approved flotation device whenever
skiing.

• Only 75 jet skis allowed on the lake daily. First
come - first served.

• Jet skis and boats should provide a safety zone
for each other.

• All internal combustion engines MUST be
equipped with adequate mufflers and spark
arresters. If you have a water injection system,
it must also be equipped with mufflers.

• Observe the counterclockwise ski pattern, espe-
cially around the island.

You must have current registration and have vessel
numbers displayed properly. All inboards must
have a fire extinguisher on board.
FOR YOUR SAFETY
It is recommended that shoes be worn at all times
when on the docks.

FIRES - During the summer and fall, fire danger is
extremely high. We ask you to observe all fire reg-
ulations which are posted at bulletin boards. Grills
for barbecues are provided at Emigrant Landing,

Vaquero and all boat-in sites. FIRES ARE NOT
PERMITTED OUTSIDE THESE GRILLS.

WATER - Only water from developed systems at
recreation sites is maintained safe to drink.
Open water sources are easily contaminated by
human or animal waste. Treat water from
springs, lakes, ponds and streams before drink-
ing, washing hands or dishes. One recommend-
ed method of treatment is to bring clear water to
a rolling boil for five minutes.

DEBRIS - Floating debris can be found at any-
time on Pyramid Lake. Although the Forest
Service attempts to collect this material whenev-
er possible, boaters are encouraged to check out
the surface prior to high-speed boating and ski-
ing. Visitors are allowed to collect and take
home floating wood and rocks from the lake.

POISON OAK - Poison Oak is found all around
Pyramid Lake, especially at Bear Trap and Tin
Cup picnic areas. The plant usually grows as a
bush, but can occur as a tall vine growing up
the trunks of trees. The leaves are bright green
in the spring, but
turn dark red in the
fall and may fall off
during the cold win-
ter months. You may
see small greenish
flowers in the spring,
or white berries in
the summer. Learn to
recognize it by its
three-lobed leaves,
and avoid it!

ANIMALS - For your
safety and for their
protection, do not
feed the wildlife.

N CASE OF EMERGENCY:
Pay phones are located at the entrance gate,
Marina and launch ramp. In case of emergency,
dial 911.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
USDA - Forest Service
28245 Avenue Crocker, Suite 220
Valencia, CA 91355
(661) 296-9710

Pyramid Lake Entrance Station - (661) 295-1245

Pyramid Lake Campground - (661) 248-6575
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