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Signed photograph to George V. Ring 
from Gifford Pinchot, 1945. 
George V. Ring photograph. 

Gifford Pinchot 
 
Gifford Pinchot, America’s first professionally trained forester rose to 
national prominence as a conservationist and political progressive 
under the patronage of President Theodore Roosevelt.  The President 
and Pinchot gave the name “conservation” to the movement for the 
preservation and wise use of all natural resources.   
 
Pinchot, born in Connecticut in 1865, attended Yale University and 
furthered his education at a French forestry school.  During the 
summer of 1896, he traveled throughout the West to investigate areas 
for possible forest reserves.  After two years as a special forest agent 
with the General Land Office, he was appointed Chief of the Division 
of Forestry of the U.S. Department of Agriculture in recognition of his 
advanced training in forestry and the need to protect American 
forests.    
 
He established the Forest Service on 
July 1, 19O5 and in 1907 the old 
“forest reserves” were renamed 
“national forests”.  With the support of 
President Roosevelt, Pinchot 
ultimately was successful in adding 
millions of acres to the national 
forests and controlled their use and 
harvest.   
 
Chief Forester Pinchot now needed 
professional and stalwart workers.  
The men applying for the forest ranger 
positions were required to take 
practical written and field 
examinations.  The written test, 
although not highly technical, was 
quite challenging.  Questions 
covered an applicant’s knowledge of 
basic ranching and livestock, forest conditions, lumbering, surveying, 
mapping, and cabin construction.   
 
The field examination was also quite basic.  It required applicants to 
saddle a horse, ride at a trot and gallop, pack a horse or mule, “throw” 
a diamond hitch, pace the distance around a measured course and 
compute the acres, take bearings with a compass and follow a straight 
line.  In the early years applicants were required to bring a rifle and 
pistol to shoot accurately at a target.  Both the applicants and rangers 
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had to furnish their own equipment, horses, and 
pack animals.  If they accepted the job, the pay was 
$50.00 per month. 
 
 


