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Early Forest Development 
 
After the catastrophic wildfires of 1910 swept across the inland 
northwest, officials realized that to prevent a reoccurrence in the 
future they needed to improve methods of detecting and suppressing 

forest fires in the 
remote, inaccessible 
forest lands. 
 
 One of the first tasks 
assigned to early forest 
rangers was the 
construction of trails, 
cabins, lookout stations, 
to string miles of 
telephone wire to remote 
sections of the forest 
and try to establish a 
semblance of forest 
management. 
  --George V. Ring 
 
 

 
 
 
One can find an occasional down section of the old #9 phone line or 
an insulator in a tree on the Nez Perce National Forest, but only one 
segment of the old #9 grounded line magneto phone system is still in 
use today; the line stretches from Moose Creek Ranger Station to 
Shissler Lookout in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. 
   
 
 

Phone line crew along the Adam’s-Hump Wagon Road, 1910s. 
George V. Ring photograph. 


