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Water  
 
Throughout human history, water has played a central defining role.  
It has sculpted the biological and physical landscape through erosion 
and deposition.  The 1897 Organic Administrative Act stated that the 
Forest Reserves were to protect and enhance water supplies, reduce 
flooding, secure favorable conditions of water flow, protect the forest 
from fires and depredations, and provide a continuous supply of 
timber.  

Left: Slate Creek, Fall 2007. 
Right: Wildhorse Lake, 2006. 
Cindy Schacher photographs. 
Bottom: Salmon River at Mackay Bar, 2006. 
Steve Armstrong photograph. 
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After the devastating 1934 fires in the Selway country, soil erosion 
and water quality were a concern to forest managers. 

 
The north side of the Selway 
River from Pete King to Moose 
Creek is a disastrous wreck 
with the larger portion of all 
trails, telephone line, and 
lookout houses almost wholly 
ruined as a result of the 1934 
fire.  During every rain of any 
consequence last year and up 
to now there has been extent 
that in some localities all of 
the soil is lost and many 
gullies have been deepened 
And the Selway River’s color 
is a dirty soil black.                                                                                 
---Ranger C.D. Sousley     
 

Today, fire is recognized for its multiple roles as a landscape 
disturbance agent, but the concern for soil erosion and water quality 
has further increased with time. 
 

Fire in the Selway country, 1934. 
USFS photograph. 


