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The Future of the Nez Perce National Forest 

 

The Forest Service and the Nez Perce National Forest have a bright 

future.  The National Forest System is a repository of goods and 

services, recreation opportunities, solitude, clean water, wildlife and 

an inseparable part of our country’s heritage for all Americans.  There 

will of course be challenges.  Our forest and its mother agency have 

been shaped by challenge and change, as our celebration of this 

centennial demonstrates. 

 

Since President Roosevelt established the Nez Perce National Forest in 

June of 1908, it has been managed to meet the needs of an ever-

changing society in a manner that reflects the needs and concerns of 

the nation at the time.  The forest has been and continues to be a 

source of natural resources varying from forage, minerals, and wood 

products to game and clean water.  As time progressed and living 

standards improved, people found more time for recreation and the 

forests became an increasingly popular destination for Americans 

wanting to escape the pressures of day-to-day life.  Many people, 

including employees of the Forest Service, became concerned that 

growth and expansion would overtake all of our undeveloped 

wildlands and that part of our natural heritage might disappear.  Out 

of this, wilderness was created on the forests, some of which occurred 

under Forest Service direction prior to passage of the Wilderness Act 

in 1964.  

 

In our future we can expect that, as in our past, things will change and 

management of the forests will continue to reflect society’s many 

concerns.  As our population increases we can expect that demands 

for recreation experiences will increase.  The need for solitude will be 

more valuable and wilderness will receive greater and greater 

visitation.  Demands for all kinds of quality recreation experiences 

will also increase.  Fire will continue to play its role in shaping our 

ecosystems.  The needs of an increasing population will require 

natural resources to sustain the quality of our way of life.  Quality 

water, that most precious of commodities, will continue to be an 

important consideration in all management activities on the forest. 

 

Over 100 years ago the forest reserves were created to provide a 

sustained yield of natural resources and protection of our headwaters 

and free flowing streams.  In the context of that time in our history it 

was a tremendous act of foresight to set aside large areas for a 

National Forest System.  This providential action provided protection 

for these lands and their resources, allowing the American People to 

consider many other important needs they might serve.  It is the 
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nature of our democratic way of life that there will never be unified 

agreement among Americans as to the highest purpose of our National 

Forests.  In reflection perhaps we can say that this matches well with 

Gifford Pinchot’s ideal of providing “the greatest good for the greatest 

number in the long run.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Beargrass along the Grangeville-Salmon Road. 

Cindy Schacher photograph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


