
Not R2 SS, But Should Be Considered for other  

Emphasis Species Lists 

Recommendations and Evaluations 

Common Name: Greater Sandhill Crane 

Scientific Name: Grus canadensis tabida 

Recommendation: Not R2 SS, be should be considered for other Emphasis 
Species Lists  

Recommendation Rationale:  

Recent genetic analysis of sandhill cranes (Rhymer et al. 2001) demonstrated 
that there is genetic differentiation among all subspecies except G. c. tabida and 
G. c. rowani, which are indistinguishable. This increases confidence in that 
populations are large and relatively stable, and may result in a change to the 
Heritage Program ranking which is currently S2B,S4N in CO. Sandhill cranes 
migrate through stage and nest on the western slope of CO and WY. Most 
nesting in Colorado is found in Routt and Moffat counties, with some in Jackson, 
Rio Blanco, and Grand counties. Pairs nest both in low elevation river valleys and 
high elevation beaver pond and wetland complexes. Nesting does occur on some 
FS lands. Because of increased beaver occupancy and better protection and 
management of wetland and riparian systems, suitable nesting habitat may be 
increasing, particularly on federally managed lands. Primary fall staging for this 
population occurs in the Yampa River Valley, mostly private land. The Colorado 
Breeding Bird Atlas Partnership believes the trend toward habitat loss and 
conversion in the Valley is so severe that mortality may increase, migratory and 
breeding patterns of this population may be significantly altered, and the 
breeding population possibly ultimately eliminated. Because population and 
habitat trends appear to be relatively stable with no significant threats identified 
on NFS lands, sensitive species status is not warranted. On Forests with 
important nesting habitat and staging areas, this species should be considered 
for inclusion on other emphasis species lists. Rhymer, Judith M., Matthew G. 
Fain, Jane E. Austin, Douglas H. Johnson, and Carey Krajewski. 2001. 
Mitochondrial phylogeography, subspecific taxonomy, and conservation genetics 
of sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis; Aves: Gruidae). Conservation Genetics 2: 
203-218. 

 


