
Not R2 SS, But Should Be Considered for other 
Emphasis Species Lists 

Recommendations and Evaluations 
 
Common Name: Merlin 

 
Scientific Name: Falco columbarius 

 
Recommendation: Not R2 SS, be should be considered for other Emphasis 
Species Lists 

Recommendation Rationale: 
 
Winters throughout the region in open habitats and specializes on catching ground 
dwelling songbirds (e.g. larks and sparrows). Because distribution of wintering bird 
flocks are so ephemeral it is difficult for FS to manage wintering habitat for this 
species per se. Merlins don't breed in R2 on NFS lands except rare and local in 
Wyoming or NW South Dakota. Include as emphasis on Forest where it breeds. 
 
UPDATE (Peter McDonald, April 2015): Since this original evaluation/recommendation in 
2001, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service did not include the Merlin in their 2008  “Bird of 
Conservation Concern” report. The IUCN Red List identifies the Merlin in its category of 
Least Concern, due to its extremely large range, fluctuating population trend, and 
extremely large population size. The 2014 State of the Birds report has it on its YELLOW 
watch list, meaning a species that is either range restricted, or is more widespread but with 
troubling declines and high threats. The Natureserve global ranking is G5. The Wyoming 
state wildlife action plan identifies the Merlin as a Species of Greatest Conservation Need, 
Tier III lowest priority. The Nebraska wildlife action plan identifies the Merlin as a Tier II 
species, meaning a species typically not at-risk from a global or national perspective but 
rare or imperiled within Nebraska. Conservation of these species is needed to ensure they 
remain a part of Nebraska’s flora and fauna. South Dakota does not identify the Merlin as a 
SGCN. Overall, the basic summary and rationale in 2001 appears to continue to apply. 
There is no obvious substantial new information since 2001 that suggests the Merlin now 
warrants addition to the Regional Forester’s sensitive species list. Applicable R2 forests 
should continue to consider it for other emphasis. 

Birds of Conservation Concern (2008): 
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/NewReportsPublications/SpecialTopics/BCC2008/BCC200
8.pdf 

IUCN Red List (accessed 4/24/15): http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/22705156/0 

State of the Birds (2014): http://www.stateofthebirds.org/ 

Natureserve profile (accessed 4/24/15): 
http://explorer.natureserve.org/servlet/NatureServe?searchName=Vireo+bellii 

Wyoming state wildlife action plan (accessed 4/24/15): 
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/Departments/Wildlife/pdfs/SWAP_2010_FULL_OCT0003090
.pdf 

Nebraska state wildlife action plan: 
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/wildlife/programs/legacy/review.asp 

South Dakota state wildlife action plan: http://gfp.sd.gov/wildlife/management/plans/species-
list.aspx 
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