Dispersed Camping
Lundy Canyon — Crestview
INYO National Forest

MONO BASIN south to CRESTVIEW

Welcome to the Inyo National Forest. In general, the area from
Mono Lake south towards the Crestview area and east of
Highway 395 is open to dispersed camping. Be aware,
however, that forest service roads wind throughout Bureau of
Land Management, National Forest, and privately-owned lands
and that the latter are off limits to camping. Areas open to
dispersed camping have a 28-day stay limit per six-month
period and are free of charge. Some sites—such as Sagehen
Meadows, Crooked Meadows, Taylor Canyon, Sawmill
Meadows, and Bald Mountain Springs—are equipped with pit
toilets and picnic tables. Campers intending to build a
campfire or to operate a cook stove that is not contained within
an RV or camper must obtain a free California State Campfire
Permit — available at any of the Inyo National Forest Visitor
Centers. When fire restrictions are in effect, campfires are not
permitted but the use of gas-operated cook stoves is allowable;
when fire closures are in effect, campfires, gas-operated cook
stoves, barbecues, or any other kind of open flame are not
allowed.

Within the Lee Vining and Lundy Canyon areas as well as the
June Lake Loop, dispersed camping is illegal and campers
must stay within developed campgrounds. Check with the staff
at the Mono Basin Visitor Center for more information about
where you can and cannot camp.

MONO LAKE

Camping around Mono Lake and its shore is allowed but you
must select a site that is above the 1941 shoreline (roughly
where the brushy vegetation begins). In addition, you must
obtain a free Mono Lake Camping Permit from the Mono Basin
Scenic Area Visitor Center. For those individuals wanting to
camp at the eastern shore of the lake, be advised that the 4-
wheel drive route that circumvents the lake is primitive at best
and incredibly sandy; only experienced 4-wheel drivers with
high clearance vehicles should attempt it. At the South Tufa
Reserve, Navy Beach, Mono Mills, Mono County Park, OId
Marina, and Panum Crater parking lot, camping is prohibited.
In addition, private property is also off-limits to dispersed
camping. Check with the staff at the Mono Basin Visitor
Center for more information about where you can and cannot
camp.

CAMPFIRES

Should you decide to have a campfire, barbecue, or to use a
stove, you must possess a valid California State Campfire
Permit. You can obtain these free of charge at any Forest
Service, BLM, or California Department of Forestry office.
Since fire regulations and restrictions can change at any time,
it is best to contact the Mono Basin Scenic Area Visitor Center
for current conditions at (760) 873-2408.
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WOOD COLLECTING

When collecting wood for a campfire, chainsaws are permissible
for cutting dead and down wood. When shut down days are in
effect, the use of chainsaws is prohibited. Please call (760)
873-2555 daily before operating a chainsaw to make sure that
there are no closures in effect for the use of chainsaws. In
addition, wood collection is limited to a small amount (just
enough to build a small campfire).

WILDLIFE

Because bears and rodents may be a problem in any camping
area, federal law requires that food be properly stored. Any
item with an odor (cosmetics, soap, sunscreen, toothpaste, bug
spray, etc.) should be stored in a bear canister or at the very
least, hidden and contained in your vehicle. Unfortunately, bear
lockers are not available in dispersed camping areas.

Rodents such as ground squirrels and chipmunks should not be
handled or fed as they are known to carry diseases. Offering
food handouts doesn’t do them any favors: Remember, a fed
animal is a dead animal! Federal law prohibits the feeding of
wild animals.

LOW-IMPACT CAMPING
Please do your part to protect our fragile resources by utilizing
the following practices:

= Select a campsite at least 100ft. (40 paces) from
all water sources

= Keep your vehicle on established roads
= Purify all drinking water with a filter or iodine tablets
= All washing must be done away from water sources

= Deposit waste water at least 100ft. from a water
source (R.V.s must utilize dump stations)

= Bury human waste at least 6 inches deep and
more than 200ft. from a water source

= Use existing fire rings

= Keep campfires small

= Make sure your campfire is completely out
= Pack out all of your trash

= Do not feed the wildlife

= Leave only footprints, take only memories
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Mono Basin and Vicinity Dispersed Camping Map

= Areas closed to disperse camping

In addition, private land, wilderness areas, and developed sites such as picnic grounds are off limits to dispersed camping.

Mono Lake

Lee Vining

Hwy. 120

> Sagehen Meadows . o | = Lo .

Grant Lake = i
\\ /"\ ’ = i
- & A o
‘S}'lh \\e - .I:'\‘ S Crooked de.’f ~o . \ ’,’ < |
& S Se g T * ' E, 2 |
QJ'f-EO Rl \ ‘\ \S\‘\ L l‘__; =
H A \ L Y - - L
Sitver Lake ;indiana Summif@,I (A e \ = l
4 Natural Area Ba'fi Mt. ' _:_2' | 5 MiTo
{No Camping) :‘2 Bald My, Springs Sentine] Meadow N, = | Benton

Hartley Springse' -é¢
Glass Creek, -
Obsidian FlatEY G

r

Deadman R

Natural Area
{Ne Camping) Sawnmill

\: Big Springs
5 Meadow

Owensg River Rd.

National Forest Boundry

2.5 Mi. To U.S. 395

All Are Welcome

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and martial or familial status (not all prohibited bases

apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audio tape, etc.), should contact USDA’s TARGET center at (202)720-2600 (voice and
TDD).

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington DC 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202)720-1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer.



