
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species:  Black tern (Chlidonias niger) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B The species occurs in all states of Region 2 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C BREEDING: British Columbia and Mackenzie east through northern Saskatchewan to 
Nova Scotia, south locally to southern California, Colorado, Nebraska, southern 
Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, northern New England (formerly to Missouri and 
Kentucky); there is a single breeding record for coastal New Jersey. In Old World from 
northern Europe, Russia, and Siberia south to Mediterranean, Asia Minor, Turkestan, 
and Caspian and Aral Seas. Nonbreeders occur in summer south on Pacific coast to 
Panama, and in eastern North America to Gulf Coast (AOU 1983). Sparse and 
uncommon in northeast and on southern edge of range (Dunn and Agro 1995). See 
Gerson (1987) for details on distribution and abundance in Canada.  NON-
BREEDING: in the Americas along both coasts from Panama south to Peru, Surinam, 
and French Guiana; rare in Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina (AOU 1983, Dunn and 
Agro 1995). In the Old World in tropical Africa south to Angola and Tanzania (AOU 
1983). Casual in Hawaii. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 
• citations in references 

section 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

C There are no known impediments to dispersal 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

D There are no abundance data for this species in Region 2 or elsewhere. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 



 
Species:  Black tern (Chlidonias niger) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

A Decline is virtually range-wide, though greater in the U.S. than in Canada. Gerson 
(1987) surveyed provincial and state biologists regarding current status in various 
regions of North America and arrived at the following conclusions: (1) the species is 
widespread and common throughout much of Canada, (2) has a limited distribution in 
the northwestern United States, but may be locally common, (3) is widespread and 
common in the northcentral United States (including North and South Dakota), and (4) 
becomes local and rare in the northeastern United States. In contrast to this 
subjective, and generally positive assessment of status, quantitative measures 
indicate the species has been experiencing a major population decline, virtually 
rangewide, for at least the past 20 years.  
 
North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) data provide a quantitative measure of 
population trends for the period 1966-1989 (Droege and Sauer 1990, Sauer and 
Droege 1992). During this period the breeding population in North America has 
declined at an annual rate of 5.6% per year, for an overall population decline of 71.8%. 
The decline has been greater in the U.S. (8.2% per year, overall 84.8%) than in 
Canada (4.8% per year, 66.1% overall). Despite decline, still widespread and common 
in Canada (Gerson 1987). Of 12 states and provinces with sufficient sample size to 
determine population trends on the BBS, only British Columbia and Alberta showed an 
increasing trend and Alberta, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, and Ontario 
showed significant declines. Declined in California and the north-central U.S. from 
1966 to 1985 (USFWS 1987, Hands et al. 1989); also has declined in New York 
(Carroll 1988, Muller et al. 1992). 
 
The species is viewed as imperiled in Colorado, critically imperiled in Kansas and 
Wyoming, and vulnerable in Nebraska and South Dakota. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 
• see references section 



 
Species:  Black tern (Chlidonias niger) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A Decline in Region 2 and elsewhere may be due to loss of freshwater marsh habitat 
(including losses through invasion of exotic plants and due to drought), human 
disturbance of nesting sites, pesticide use, and problems along the migration route or 
in winter range (Muller et al. 1992, Novak 1992). Loss of breeding habitat has 
undoubtedly been a major contributing factor in the decline. Since European 
settlement, 54% of all wetlands in the United States have been lost (Tiner 1984). The 
loss of 4.75 million acres of palustrine emergent wetlands during the mid-1950s to 
mid-1970s has probably had an especially significant effect on populations. Similar 
losses of wetlands have been documented in Canada. A decline of 9 to 61% of the 
original wetland area has been documented for portions of some prairie provinces 
while 70% of southern Ontario's original wetlands have been converted to other uses, 
particularly agriculture (Gerson 1987). Along the St. Lawrence River, 42% of the 
wetlands from Cornwall, Ontario to Matane, Quebec were lost between 1945-1975 
(Gerson 1987). Wetlands in the United States and Canada continue to be threatened 
despite efforts to curb their loss.  
 
In addition to the outright loss of wetlands in Region 2, successional change, 
management practices, and degradation of water quality have altered the character of 
some wetlands, thus rendering them less suitable as breeding habitat (an example is 
heavily grazed wetlands). Loss of high quality habitat through successional changes 
was noted at several historical colony locations during a recent survey in New York 
(Novak 1990). The quality of some remaining wetlands may be reduced because of 
pollution and runoff associated with increased development in the vicinity of wetlands 
(Gerson 1987).  No special management on NFS lands exists to distinguish NFS 
wetlands from privately owned wetlands. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• www.natureserve.org 
• see citations in references 

section 
 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Wetland habitats suitable for black terns continue to decline. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  



 
Species:  Black tern (Chlidonias niger) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

A  
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF  L Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF K  Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF K  Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG K  Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG   L             
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or 
greater of appearing on NFS lands. 
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