
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species:  Chestnut-collared longspur (Calcarius ornatus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

C The species breeds in Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Colorado, 
and Wyoming.  Its wintering range begins in southern Kansas and southeastern 
Colorado.   
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/res
ource/literatr/grasbird/longspur/
longspur.htm 

• DeChant et al. 1999 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Chestnut-collared longspurs breed from southern Alberta to southern Manitoba, south 
to west-central Colorado, and east through North Dakota and South Dakota to western 
Minnesota.   
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/res
ource/literatr/grasbird/longspur/
longspur.htm 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

C There are no known limits to this species’ dispersal.  The species migrates throughout 
the Great Plains and likely disperses in response to habitat availability. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Hill and Gould 1997 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

C The species is locally abundant in parts of the Great Plains dominated by grazed 
grasslands. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.mbr-
pwrc.usgs.gov/cgi-
bin/atlasa99.pl?05380 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

A The Breeding Bird Survey is a principal source of information on the population trend 
of grassland birds.  The BBS indicates that throughout the species’ range there has 
been a slight decline since 1966 but a significant decline in the Great Plains.  In 
Colorado and Nebraska, the BBS indicates a slight upward trend since 1966, a sharp 
decline in South Dakota, and a level trend in Wyoming. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.mbr-
pwrc.usgs.gov/cgi-
bin/atlasa99.pl?05380 



 
Species:  Chestnut-collared longspur (Calcarius ornatus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A Chestnut-collared longspurs use level to rolling mixed-grass and shortgrass uplands, 
and, in drier habitats, moist lowlands. They prefer open prairie and avoid excessively 
shrubby areas. However, scattered shrubs and other low elevated perches such as 
Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense) often are used for singing. Grasslands with dense 
litter accumulations are avoided. In Alberta croplands, litter depth was positively 
correlated with number of productive territories and total productivity. In order of 
preference, Chestnut-collared longspurs use native pastures, followed by other grazed 
grasslands and hayland.  Native grasslands continue to be converted to cropland and 
degraded by invasive species in Region 2 and elsewhere in the Great Plains.   

 
 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Anstey et al. 1995 
• Arnold and Higgins 1986 
• Berkey et al. 1993 
• Creighton 1974 
• Creighton and Baldwin 1974 
• DuBois 1935 
• Fairfield 1968 
• Harris 1944,  
• Owens and Myers 1973 
• Renken 1983Stewart 1975 
• Wiens and Dyer 1975 
• Kantrud and Kologiski 1982 
 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Conversion of grasslands to croplands remains a perennial and potent force in the 
transformation of native Great Plains habitats. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/res
ource/literatr/grasbird/longspur/
longspur.htm 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

B Grasslands are dynamic to a point and the species can respond quickly to new 
available habitat after grazing and burning..  Permanent loss of grassland to cropland 
poses a more serious long term threat. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/res
ource/literatr/grasbird/longspur/
longspur.htm 

Initial Evaluator(s):   John G. Sidle Date:  6/20/01 

 



 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF K  Cimmaron NG K  Samuel R.McKelvie NF K  Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF K  Buffalo Gap NG K  Bighorn NF   
Routt NF  L    Nebraska NF K  Ft. Pierre NG K  Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG K     Medicine Bow NF K  

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG K  
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG  K              
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