
ATTACHMENT SS2 

USDA-Forest Service R2 Sensitive Species Evaluation Form      Page 1 of 13 

REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Greater prairie chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B The species is found in South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, and Colorado.  
 
Confidence in Rank High 

•  

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

B Extirpated from Canada and from much of the range in U.S. Now found locally in much 
reduced numbers from eastern North Dakota, northwestern and central Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, and northern Michigan south to northeastern Colorado, Kansas (except 
southwest), southern and northeastern Oklahoma, Missouri, southern Illinois; also 
southeastern Texas. The largest populations are in Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and 
South Dakota. Subspecies ATTWATERI is restricted to small disjunct populations in 
southeastern Texas; formerly throughout Gulf Coast prairies of southwestern 
Louisiana and Texas, south to the Rio Grande. Subspecies CUPIDO (heath hen) of 
the eastern seaboard was extirpated from nearly all of its range by 1900, became 
extinct in the early 1930s. 
 
Confidence in Rank High 

• citations in references section 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

B Habitat fragmentation may play a role in preventing the dispersal of this gamebird.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

• www.natureserve.org 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

B No precise data for Region 2.  Total population is probably a few hundred thousand 
throughout the range.  
 
Confidence in Rank High 

•  

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

A Declined in Missouri from the late 1960s through the early 1990s; population appears 
to be at an all-time low. Declines in the 1980s were reported in North Dakota and 
Minnesota.  Extirpated even from some National Wildlife Refuges and other protected 
areas in Region 2.  The species is viewed as apparently secure in South Dakota and 
Kansas, vulnerable in Nebraska and Colorado and critically imperiled in Wyoming.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  
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Species: Greater prairie chicken (Tympanuchus cupido) 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A Population declines have resulted from conversion of grassland to agriculture, 
overgrazing, and other habitat loss.  These habitat trends continue, especially in the 
eastern and central Great Plains.  
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

B Moderately grazed grasslands continue to become more uncommon.   
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

B Introduced ringneck pheasant apparently has caused declines in some areas.   
 
Confidence in Rank Medium 

•  

Initial Evaluator(s): John Sidle 
 

Date: 08/31/2001 

 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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Kansas NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF   Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF K  Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF K  Buffalo Gap NG K  Bighorn NF   
Routt NF      Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG K  Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF   

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG                
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