
REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species:  Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

B The long-billed curlew is found in all of the states of Region 2.   
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• National Geographic 
Society 1987 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

C Long-billed curlews breed from interior British Columbia and southern Alberta through 
southern Manitoba, south to central California, and east to western North Dakota, 
central South Dakota, central Nebraska, western Kansas, northeastern New Mexico, 
and northern Texas.  The species is found on grasslands in the Great Plains and on 
rangelands west to California.  It winters from central Texas southward. 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.go
v/resource/literatr/grasbird
/fplbcu/fplbcu.htm 

• National Geographic 
Society 1987 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

C  No barriers to dispersal are known                                   
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

•  

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

B It is difficult to establish current numbers of long-billed curlews and other grassland 
birds.  Reliance upon trend information for the curlew and other wide-ranging avian 
species may be more useful. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.mbr-
pwrc.usgs.gov/cgi-
bin/atlasa99.pl?02640 



 
Species:  Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

A The Breeding Bird Survey is a principal source of information on the population trend 
of grassland birds.  The BBS indicates that throughout the species’ range there has 
been a gradual decline since 1966 but a significant decline in the High Plains.  There 
has been a sharp decline in Colorado and Nebraska, a notable increase in Wyoming, 
and a gradual decline in South Dakota and Kansas; critically imperiled in Kansas, 
imperiled in Colorado, and vulnerable in South Dakota, Nebraska, and Wyoming 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.mbr-
pwrc.usgs.gov/cgi-
bin/atlasa99.pl?02640 

• http://www.natureserve.or
g/ 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

A Long-billed Curlews use expansive, open, level to gently sloping or rolling grasslands 
with short vegetation such as shortgrass or recently grazed mixed-grass prairie. They 
commonly nest in both wet and dry prairie and in pastures, but rarely nest in hayland, 
cropland, fallow, or stubble fields).  Proximity to water may be an important factor in 
habitat selection.  Native grasslands continue to be converted to cropland and 
degraded by invasive species in Region 2 and elsewhere in the Great Plains.  
Probably stable amounts of habitat on NFS lands.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• Salt and Wilk 1958 
• Bent 1962 
• Graul 1971 
• Stewart 1975 
• Johnsgard 1980 
• Bicak et al. 1982 
• Cochran and Anderson 1987 
• Shackford 1987 
• Eldridge 1992 
• McCallum et al. 1977 
• Renaud 1980 
• Cochran and Anderson 1987 
• Shackford 1994 
 



 
Species:  Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 

Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

C Conversion of grasslands to croplands and improper management of extant 
grasslands remain a perennial and potent force in the transformation of native Great 
Plains habitats. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.go
v/resource/literatr/grasbird
/fplbcu/fplbcu.htm 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

B Grasslands are dynamic to a point and the species can respond quickly to new 
available habitat after grazing and burning.  Permanent loss of grassland to cropland 
poses a more serious long-term threat. 
 
 
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low 

• http://www.npwrc.usgs.go
v/resource/literatr/grasbird
/fplbcu/fplbcu.htm 

Initial Evaluator(s):   John G. Sidle 
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 
Colorado NF/NG 
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Nebraska NF/NG  
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South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
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Wyoming NF/NG 

K
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w
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L
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Arapaho-Roosevelt NF K  Cimmaron NG K  Samuel R.McKelvie NF K  Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG K  Bighorn NF  L 
Routt NF      Nebraska NF K  Ft. Pierre NG K  Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG K     Medicine Bow NF K  

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG K  
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF  L             
Comanche NG  K              
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or 
greater of appearing on NFS lands. 
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