REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM

Species: Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations
1 B The golden eagle occurs year round in all of the states of Region 2. e National Geographic
Distribution Society 1983
within R2 . )
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
2 C The golden eagle is widespread. BREEDS: North America: mainly western and e citations in references
Distribution northern Alaska east through Northwest Territories to Labrador, south to northern section
outside R2 Mexico, Texas, western Oklahoma, western Kansas; in East to New York, New
England (rare). See Lee and Spofford (1990) for a review of nesting records from the
central and southern Appalachians (most nesting records south of the Adirondacks are
doubtful). Breeds also in the Palearctic. WINTERS: south-central Alaska, southern
Canada south through breeding range, casually southward. In the U.S., most
numerous in winter in the Rocky Mountain states, Great Basin, and western edge of
the Great Plains (Root 1988). See Milsap and Vana (1984) for information on winter
range in the eastern U.S. Accidental in Hawaii. Northernmost populations in Eurasia
winter south to northern Africa (Sibley and Monroe 1990).
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
3 C No known impediments to dispersal. °
Dispersal
Capability . .
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
4 B North American population in the mid-1980s was estimated at about 70,000; perhaps e citations in references
Abundance in about 20,000 breeding pairs occur in the western U.S. De Smet (1987 COSEWIC section
R2 report) gave an estimate of 50,000-100,000 for North America. About 35,000 in the

contiguous United States. Kirk et al. (1995) reported that the estimated number of
breeding pairs in Canada was 1000-5000. Worldwide population estimate is not
available.

Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low




Species: Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations
5 D Throughout the United States the Breeding Bird Survey indicates stable numbers e http://www.mbr-
Population since 1966 and a slight increase in the Great Plains, Colorado, and Wyoming. PWIC.USQS.gov/cgi-
Trend in R2 bin/atlasa99.pl?03490
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
6 D Golden eagle habitat is generally open country, in prairies, tundra, open wooded e www.natureserve.org
Habitat Trend country, and barren areas, especially in hilly or mountainous regions. The species
in R2 nests on rock ledge of cliff or in large tree (e.g., oak or eucalyptus in California, white
pine in eastern North America). Pair may have several alternate nests; may use same
nest in consecutive years or shift to alternate nest used in different years.
There is no real information on the trend of golden eagle habitat throughout Region 2.
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
7 B Disturbance of habitat, especially nest sites, is probably a larger problem than actual °
Habitat loss of habitat.
Vulnerability
or
Modification
Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
8 B .
Life History
and

Demographics

Confidence in Rank High or Medium or Low
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY/(L)" to occur:

Colorado NF/NG Kansas NF/NG Nebraska NF/NG South Dakota Wyoming NF/NG
NF/NG
% 2 % 2 g > g > g >
g = g 3 g g g g g 2
vl 3 vl 3 vl 3

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF | K Cimmaron NG L| Samuel R.McKelvie NF Black Hills NF K Shoshone NF L
White River NF L Halsey NF Buffalo Gap NG K Bighorn NF K
Routt NF K Nebraska NF L | Ft. Pierre NG Black Hills NF K
Grand Mesa, K Ogalala NG K Medicine Bow NF K
Uncompahgre,
Gunnison NF
San Juan NF K Thunder Basin NG K
Rio Grande NF K
Pike-San Isabel NF K
Comanche NG K

! Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland. This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or
greater of appearing on NFS lands.
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