ATTACHMENT SS2

REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM

Species: Baird’s sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii)

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations
1 A Breeding Baird’s sparrows in Region 2 are uncommon although the species is a .
Distribution common transient throughout Region 2. A few breeding records are known from Fort
within R2 Pierre and Thunder Basin National Grasslands.
Confidence in Rank Medium
2 C BREEDING: southeastern Alberta, southern Saskatchewan, and southern Manitoba e www.natureserve.orq
Distribution south to central and eastern Montana, northeastern Wyoming, southern South Dakota,
outside R2 southeastern North Dakota, and northwest-central Minnesota.
Confidence in Rank High
3 C Although the species’ breeding distribution is restricted to the northern Great Plains, .
Dispersal there are no known hindrances to the species’ dispersal within its range.
Capability . ) .
Confidence in Rank Medium
4 B There are no abundance data for Region 2. However, the 1967 population in North e www.natureserve.org
Abundance in Dakota was estimated at 369,000 pairs (Stewart and Kantrud 1972). However, BBS
R2 data indicate a 2.58 percent annual decline from 1966-1990 (Johnson and Schwartz

1993); this rate of decline would give a 1990 estimate of 202,000 pairs. More recently,
estimated 224,700 breeding pairs in North Dakota for 1992-1993 (Johnson and Igl
1995). Wershler (1990, in Goossen et al. 1993) estimated there were 9300+ males in
Alberta. At the Last Mountain Lake site in Saskatchewan (Goossen et al. 1993) there
are an estimated 2500 males on 10,360 hectares. Recent point counts (n = 1739) in
Saskatchewan calculated populations of 960,000 singing males for the province
(530,000 - 1,510,000; 95 percent confidence interval; Skeel et al. 1995, Duncan et al.
1996). In 1994, estimated 600,000 in prairies of Canada (Canadian Wildlife Service
1999).

Confidence in Rank High
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Species: Baird’s sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii)

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations
5 B North American Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) indicates a non-significant decline for e www.natureserve.org
Population 1966-1996 (-1.6 percent annual change, P = 0.29; n = 115; Sauer et al. 1997).
Treﬁd in R2 Significant decline, however, recorded survey-wide for 1966-1979 (-4.7 percent annual

change; P =0.02; n = 52). This is added to apparent historical declines of habitat: 80
percent of short-grass and 75 percent of mixed grass prairie (Joyce 1990). Declined
35-55 percent in Canadian prairie provinces, 1970-1985 (De Smet and Miller 1989).
Formerly a resident throughout the Red River Valley in northwest and north-central
Minnesota (Green and Janssen 1975) but is currently only known at one site
(Pfanmuller, pers. comm.). Before 1880, were so common in some areas of North
Dakota that they outnumbered all of the other birds combined (Lane 1968). Since the
1880's, 75 percent of the virgin prairie and 50 percent of the wetlands in North Dakota
have been lost (Dryer, pers. comm.), and the numbers have been drastically reduced
(Stewart 1975). Significant decline recorded by BBS for 1966-1979 in North Dakota (-
4.5 percent annual change; P = 0.05; n = 12). Range has decreased in the east.
Although estimated occurrence and population numbers still appear substantial, the
restricted range, spotty distribution, recent rapid and long-term population and range
declines, few protected occurrences, and apparent habitat selectivity are cause for
concern. Listed as threatened by COSEWIC (Committee on the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada) of the Canadian Wildlife Service in 1989 but delisted in 1996. The
species is viewed as imperiled in South Dakota, critically imperiled in Wyoming, and a
transient elsewhere in Region 2.

Confidence in Rank Medium

USDA-Forest Service R2 Sensitive Species Evaluation Form

Page 2 of 2




ATTACHMENT SS2

Species: Baird’s sparrow (Ammodramus bairdii)

Criteria Rank | Rationale Literature Citations
6 A Baird's Sparrows prefer idle native or idle tame grasslands, and lightly to moderately e citations in references section
Habitat Trend grazed pastures (Owens and Myers 1973, Stewart 1975, Kantrud and Kologiski 1982,
in R2 De Smet and Conrad 1991, Skeel et al. 1995, Sutter 1996, Davis and Duncan 1999).
They sometimes use planted cover (e.g., Conservation Reserve Program and dense
nesting cover), dry wetland basins, wet meadows, and dense stands of grass within
hayland and cropland (Lane 1968, Stewart 1975, Renken 1983, Johnson and
Schwartz 1993, Davis et al. 1996). General habitat requirements include moderately
deep litter; vegetation height of >20 cm but <100 cm; moderately high, but patchy, forb
coverage; patchy grass and litter cover; and little woody vegetation. Shrub cover in
areas occupied by Baird's Sparrows is lower than in random areas (Dale 1983, Arnold
and Higgins 1986, Madden 1996, Green and Jones in prep.), and shrub cover >25%
may negatively impact habitat suitability (Sousa and McDonal 1983). In Manitoba,
however, Baird's Sparrow densities were high in pastures with 10-50% shrub cover
and >50% shrub cover, but dense shrub patches were avoided (De Smet and Conrad
1991). Most grasslands experience little rest, so habitat trend remains a concern.
Confidence in Rank Medium
7 B Habitat remains vulnerable because most grasslands are grazed with little rest .
Habi between years.
abitat
Vulnerability
or Confidence in Rank Medium
Modification
8 B .
Life History
and

Demographics

Initial Evaluator(s): John Sidle

Date: 08/30/2001
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National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)" to occur:

Colorado NF/NG Kansas NF/NG Nebraska NE/NG South Dakota Wyoming NE/NG
NF/NG
% 2 % 2 g > g > g >
g = g 3 g g g g g 2
vl 3 vl 3 vl 3
Arapaho-Roosevelt NF Cimmaron NG Samuel R.McKelvie NF Black Hills NF Shoshone NF
White River NF Halsey NF Buffalo Gap NG L | Bighorn NF
Routt NF Nebraska NF Ft. Pierre NG K Black Hills NF
Grand Mesa, Ogalala NG Medicine Bow NF
Uncompahgre,
Gunnison NF
San Juan NF Thunder Basin NG K
Rio Grande NF
Pike-San Isabel NF

Comanche NG

! Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland. This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of

appearing on NFS lands.
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