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REGION 2 SENSITIVE SPECIES EVALUATION FORM 
 
Species: Ipomopsis aggregata ssp. weberi / Rabbit Ears Gilia, Weber’s Scarlet Gilia 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

1 
Distribution 
within R2 

A? 
 

Rabbit Ears Gilia is only known from the Sierra Madre Range in Carbon County on the 
Medicine Bow Forest as it occurs in Wyoming. It also occurs in north-central Colorado 
around the “Rabbit Ears” (Weber 2001) on the Routt National Forest. 
 
It is reported from "openings in coniferous forest" by Grant and Wilken (1986). 
Wyoming populations occur on south-facing slopes and ridges dominated by Artemisia 
tridentata or brushy Amelanchier/Chrysothamnus/Purshia/Prunus stands on gravelly, 
clay-loam soils at 7200-8300 feet.  
 
NOTE:  It is a recently described taxon and a narrow endemic.  In both Colorado and 
Wyoming, it exhibits secondary intergradaton with a neighoring red-flowered taxon, a 
case of hybridization. The monographers hypothesized that it is an ancient species 
that has been swamped out by I. a. var aggregata over much of its former range 
(Grant and Wilkens 1986). 
 
Confidence in Rank: High 

• Dorn 2001 
• Fertig 1999 
• Fertig et al. 1995 
• Grant and Wilkens 1986 
• Jankovsky-Jones et al. 
• Mills and Neighbours 
• Spackman et al. 1997 
• University of Wyoming 1998 
• USDA Forest Service Region 2 

2001 
• Weber and Wittmann 2001 
• Welp et al. 2000 

2 
Distribution 
outside R2 

AD 
 

This taxon is a regional endemic of south-central Wyoming and north-central 
Colorado. It is also reportedly disjunct in northern Idaho where there is one collecting 
station in a state park (Grant and Wilkens 1986). The authors assumed the latter to be 
part of its natural distribution; this warrants consultation with Idaho botanists. 
 
Confidence in Rank: Medium 

• Grant and Wilkens 1986 
• NatureServe 2002 
 

3 
Dispersal 
Capability 

D Not known. 
 
 
 
Confidence in Rank: High  

• - 
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Species: Ipomopsis aggregata ssp. weberi / Rabbit Ears Gilia, Weber’s Scarlet Gilia 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

4 
Abundance in 

R2 

AB It is known from a single confirmed location at Battle Mountain in Wyoming, last 
observed in 1994. A second report in 1994 needs to be vouchered. It is based on a 
photograph of “typical” I. a. var. weberi represented by a few white-flowered plants 
among a much larger cluster of I. a. var aggregata and material that appeared 
intermediate between the two.  
 
The population at Battle Mountain was originally estimated at several thousand by 
Nancy Kasting in 1989. There were only about 20 plants (flowering and vegetative) 
observed in follow-up survey in 1994 after herbicide treatment. The results are thought 
to be a direct response to treatment rather than a cyclic population phenomena 
because there were large segments of the population where it was absent in 1994. 
 
It is ranked “S1” in Wyoming and “S2” in Colorado where additional abundance 
information is needed. It is not ranked in Idaho (see above). Status survey work and 
possibly monitoring are high priorities in Wyoming. 
 
Confidence in Rank: Low 

• Fertig 1999 
• Wyoming Natural Diversity 

Database 2002 

5 
Population 
Trend in R2 

AD The population appeared to drop sharply after 1991 spraying to control shrubs on 
Battle Mountain, as determined in a 1994 revisit.     
 
The second occurrence may be "genetically swamped" by the more widespread 
variety; vouchers are needed confirming the record and this preliminary assessment.     
 
Confidence in Rank: High                       

• Fertig 1999 

6 
Habitat Trend 

in R2 

DA Not known. The habitat in Wyoming may be susceptible to fire suppression and the 
resulting shrub encroachment.  
 
 
Confidence in Rank: High 

• - 

7 
Habitat 

Vulnerability 
or 

Modification 

AB The species was probably impacted by herbicide spraying to control shrub 
encroachment and it may also be affected by grazing. All known occurrences in 
Wyoming are on Medicine Bow NF.  It was impacted in the Battle Mountain Special 
Interest Area, near but apparently outside the Battle Mountain Research Natural Area. 
 
Confidence in Rank: Medium 

• Fertig 1999 
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Species: Ipomopsis aggregata ssp. weberi / Rabbit Ears Gilia, Weber’s Scarlet Gilia 
 
Criteria Rank Rationale Literature Citations 

8 
Life History 

and 
Demographics 

D Rabbit Ears Gilia is a short-lived herbaceous perennial that forms basal rosettes of 
leaves, followed by flowering, fruiting and dying in their second to sixth year. 
 
It produces white flowers. In general, the red-flowered varieties of the species are 
frequently visited by hummingbirds, which are effective pollinators (Waser 1983) and 
has been the subject of various pollination studies (cited in Real 1983). Grant and 
Grant (1968) also note that the presence of suites of hummingbird-pollinated species 
may determine the effectiveness of hummingbird pollination for an individual species. 
However, the white flowers of this species are likely to have other pollen vectors. 
 
Additional information on the species, including life history stages, population 
structure, longevity, mortality, pollination biology, and seed biology, are not available. 
 
Confidence in Rank: High 

• Fertig 1999 
• Grant and Grant 1968 
• Grant and Wilken 1986 
• Waser 1983 
 

Initial Evaluator(s):   
Bonnie Heidel and Scott Laursen 

Date:  3-27-02 

 
 
 
 
 
 
National Forests in the Rocky Mountain Region where species is KNOWN (K) or LIKELY(L)1 to occur:   
 

                                                 
1 Likely is defined as more likely to occur than not occur on the National Forest or Grassland.  This generally can be thought of as having a 50% chance or greater of 
appearing on NFS lands. 
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Colorado NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Kansas NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
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Nebraska NF/NG  

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

South Dakota 
NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Wyoming NF/NG 

K
no

w
n 

L
ik

el
y 

Arapaho-Roosevelt NF   Cimmaron NG   Samuel R.McKelvie NF   Black Hills NF   Shoshone NF   
White River NF      Halsey NF   Buffalo Gap NG   Bighorn NF   
Routt NF X     Nebraska NF   Ft. Pierre NG   Black Hills NF   
Grand Mesa, 
Uncompahgre, 
Gunnison NF 

     Ogalala NG      Medicine Bow NF X  

San Juan NF            Thunder Basin NG   
Rio Grande NF               
Pike-San Isabel NF               
Comanche NG                
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